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Rex Burkhead is more than a starting I-back, 
he’s the face of the Nebraska offense. While he 
is on pace to finish as one of Nebraska's all-time 
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greatest, his impact extends beyond his ability 
to stretch for the extra yard. Coaches and players 
agree that the Rex Effect infects the culture of the 


entire football team. pxHoto sy Aaron BABCOCK 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 
Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow facebook 
Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at 


facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitter at 
twitter.com/hillustrated. 


Volume 32, Issue 7, the 


Southern Miss Preview, will be 
mailed in August. 
Check for updates at 


This is prison 
oe 


weUWICC ct 


huskersillustrated.com. 


e. TEAMMATES 
Jerry Tagge (14) and 

Jim Anderson (18) 

were co-captains 

on Nebraska's 

;. ae second national 


‘a * _ championship team 


in 1971. They also 
wre teammates at 
SP Ereen Bay, Wis., West 
+», High SchGol. Tagge, a 
~~ quafterback, started 
onthe 1970 national 
c ship team, 


ORTETTES ov job 
! Brownson 


ap 


+» *Newsin 1971 
and finished atop 
Nebraska’s career- 
» passing and total- 
offense lists. He still 
anks fourth in career 
Passing. Anderson, a 
rornerback, was first- 
a All-Big Eight as 
ag _ aBenior. He started 


atouchdown during 
those three seasons. 
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FAMILY AFFAIR 
Barrett Ruud holds 
Nebraska’s career 
record for tackles, 
With 432 over four 
seasons (2001- 

04), including 218 
unassisted, alsoa 
record. He had the 
two highest single- 
season tackle totals 
in school history 
until the season 
before last, when 
Lavonte David 

was credited with 
152. Ruud had 149 
tackles as a junior 
and 143 as a senior, 
when he was a co- 
captain and earned 
first-team All-Big 
12 recognition. 

He comes from a 
Big Red family. His 
father Tom was a 
Husker, as were 

his uncles, John 
Ruud and Bob 
Martin, and his 
great-grandfather, 
Clarence Swanson. 
His brother, Bo, also 
was a Husker. 
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evaluate special teams approach — 
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SOME HAVE SUGGESTED kickoffs be eliminated from 
football games for safety reasons. The NCAA isn’t ready 
to go that far. It has, however, changed the rules regarding 
kickoffs in 2012. This season the ball will be kicked from the 
35-yard line instead of the 30, with the kickoff team having 
only a 5-yard running start. In addition, touchbacks will be 
placed at the 25-yard line instead of the 20-yard line. 

The placement rule doesn’t apply to punts or fumbles into 
the end zone. 

How the rules change will affect Nebraska’s approach 
remains to be seen. 

Senior place-kicker Brett Maher didn’t do anything 
differently during the spring. “I don’t know if it will (change) 
during the season or not, or come fall camp,” he said. 

Maher averaged 67.4 yards on 72 kickoffs last season, with 
20 touchbacks. None of his kickoffs went out of bounds. 
“Because we didn’t know all the time he could kick it out, we 
said ‘maximum hang-time,’” said Ross Els, who has replaced 
John Papuchis as special teams coordinator. 

“What happens when we move up 5 yards and say, ‘Kick it 
out’? It’s going to depend on time of year — Is it a hot day? Is 
the wind blowing? — and take it kick by kick.” 

Husker opponents, in contrast, averaged 63 yards on 56 
kickoffs, with only six touchbacks and two going out of 
bounds. “For us, I think it will have an impact,” Els said. 
“There’s a lot of guys (kickers), though, if you studied their 
averages, it was outside the 5-yard line, anyway, where the 
ball was being caught. So for those teams, it’s not going to 
have the same effect. 

“The rule with touchbacks (coming out) to the 25, I have a 
little bit of mixed feelings on that, that you should be punished 
for kicking touchbacks. I think you should be rewarded as a 
defense.” 

Last season, Husker kick returners were coached to down 
the ball if they were more than 5 yards deep in the end zone. 
Now the kick’s trajectory and how deep it goes will determine 
that, according to Els. “We're still going to work it because it's 
a huge play on both sides,” he said. 

“But we have to be smart about when to take it out from a 
return standpoint.” 

Tim Marlowe doesn’t expect the Huskers’ return philosophy 
to change. “With a guy like Ameer Adbullah, you want him 
to bring the ball out whenever you can,” said Marlowe. 

Abdullah set a school record for kickoff return yards (211) 
against Fresno State, with 100 of those yards producing a 
touchdown. He ranked ninth nationally in kickoff returns. 


New Huskers 


to Watch 


Mohammed Seisay almost certainly will be in the mix in 
the Husker secondary this fall. The transfer from Eastern 
Arizona Community College (via Memphis University) 
enrolled at the semester and participated in spring practice. 
He’s a cornerback who also could play safety, according to 
coach Bo Pelini. Here are five other newcomers who might 
contribute right away. 


IMANI CROSS, RB, (6-1, 220, FR.) 

1 Aaron Green’s transfer to TCU opens up the 
competition behind Rex Burkhead for Cross, 
who also could fit in at fullback. 


ZAIRE ANDERSON, LB (6-1, 220, JR.) 
Anderson is a transfer from Riverside 
Community College, and Nebraska doesn’t 
recruit junior college players to come in and sit. 


TOMMY ARMSTRONG, QB (6-2, 210, FR.) 
Brion Carnes showed marked improvement in 
the spring but hasn't locked down the top back- 
up job behind Taylor Martinez. 


JORDAN WESTERKAMP, WR (6-2, 195, FR.) 
Westerkamp’s credentials are impressive, but 
the competition at wide receiver will be spirited 
in fall camp, with mostly young players. 


MICHAEL ROSE, LB (6-0, 230, FR.) 

The first three are clear, but nothing else was 
resolved in the spring, meaning plenty of 
opportunity at linebacker. 
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CENTER PERHAPS 


Offensive line coaches 
Barney Cotton and John 
Garrison used what they 
called the “ram” drill to 
get practices going in the 
spring. The drill was one- 
on-one, keep going until 
someone backs off. 

“Tt’s a great way to set 
the tone for practice and 
who’s a winner and who’s 
a loser,” Garrison said. 
“There’s usually no draw. 


Bo Pelini 


I’m going to let it go until 
somebody quits.” 

The drill might have 
led to the discovery of 
a future center, Givens 
Price. 

Although the 6-foot- 
4, 285-pound redshirted 
freshman from Houston 
practiced at tackle in the 
spring, his skills might 
be well suited to center, 
where “you have to be 


quick and be able to 
understand angles,” said 
Garrison. “I don’t know 
what his (future) position 
is, but when I saw that 
‘ram’ drill and saw him 
going into a guy like that, 
I said, “That’s a center 
right there.’ ” 

Price is still maturing. 
He won't celebrate his 


18th birthday until Oct. 3. 


“Success lies in the detail, and to get better, not 
only we as coaches but players and your football 
team, you have to dive into the details of things. 
The little things add up to being the big things. In 
the end, that’s our philosophy. That’s what we’re 
trying to accomplish with our football team.” 
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12/7 Big Ten Championship 


8/30 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
9/13 at Fresno State 

9/20 MIAMI 

10/4 at Northwestern 
10/11 PENN STATE 

10/18 at Illinois 

11/1 MINNESOTA 

11/8 MICHIGAN 

11/15 at Michigan State 
11/22 PURDUE 

11/29 atlowa 

12/6 Big Ten Championship 


9/5 BYU 

9/12 SOUTH ALABAMA 
9/19 at Miami 

9/26 SOUTHERN MISS 
10/3 at Minnesota 
10/17 NORTHWESTERN 
10/24 atWisconsin 

10/31 MICHIGAN STATE 
11/7. at Michigan 
11/14 INDIANA 

11/21 at Penn State 
11/28 IOWA 


One non-conference game TBA 
9/3 FRESNO STATE 
9/10 TENNESSEE 
9/17 WYOMING 

10/1 at Northwestern 
10/8 WISCONSIN 
10/15 BYE 

10/22 MINNESOTA 
10/29 at Michigan State 
11/5 at Indiana 

11/12 MICHIGAN 
11/19 PENN STATE 
11/26 atlowa 


a 


AM - www. the com 


Drill 


EVEN KEEL 


Whether Braylon Heard will remain a defensive 
back following Aaron Green’s post-spring decision 
to transfer would seem to be uncertain. Depth at I- 
back allowed for Heard’s changing positions. But if 
the sophomore from Youngstown, Ohio, returns to 
offense, chances are he won't miss a beat. 

“You know, what I love about Braylon the most is 
he . . . just doesn’t let things shake him,” said run- 
ning backs coach Ron Brown. “He has a resiliency 
to him.” 

Heard had to deal with injuries last season, his first 
at Nebraska after sitting out a year to get his grades in 
order, and “didn’t always play,” Brown said. “(I) just 
loved his attitude, though. He’s just out there every 
day and trying. He’s quiet but he’s a fun-loving kind 
of guy to be around.” 

Heard played in seven games, missing those against 
Wisconsin and Ohio State because of a leg injury. 


Brett Maher wore one white shoe and one black 
shoe during spring practice, on purpose. And no, 
he wasn’t making a statement about I-back Rex 
Burkhead’s white shoes. 

The white shoe on Maher's left foot was a soc- 
cer shoe, the black one a football shoe. He wore 
a soccer shoe on his kicking foot last season, too, 
IN C 2 = D) ) IBLE but it was black not white. He was trying a ae. 

bad ok Be ! ferent style of soccer shoe, a newer model, in the 
THE ee TRADITION CONTINUES spring, and it was only available in white. 
dz “So people are noticing it a little bit more,” he 
said. 

Maher punts as well as place-kicks with the 
soccer shoe. 

Wearing a different shoe on his kicking foot is 
second-nature by now. “It’s a little easier to hit 


balls off the ground with the soccer shoe, so that’s 


Diamond Vogel 43) | 800.627.2468 


™eMiracle Of Paint | www.diamondvogel.com 


what feels comfortable there,” said the senior 


walk-on. “I’ve gotten pretty used to it, and I don’t 


really notice it anymore.” 
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Three I-backs played as true 
freshmen last season, backing up 
Rex Burkhead: Ameer Abdullah, 
Aaron Green and Braylon Heard. 
They had a combined 91 carries for 
369 yards and six touchdowns. 

Following spring practice, in 
which Heard moved to defensive 
back, Green announced he was 
transferring, leaving only two 
scholarship I-backs. Fullback Mike 
Marrow also can play the position 
—and was already being counted on 
to do so in short-yardage situations. 

During the spring, with Green’s 
transfer still in the future, running 
backs coach Ron Brown was 

| asked whether incoming freshman 
Imani Cross might play without 
| redshirting as well. 


PATIENCE 
IS A VIRTUE 


Despite his success, All-Big Ten 
I-back Rex Burkhead continues 
to get better. An area in which he 
can improve is waiting for plays 
to develop. “It’s out of his zeal 
for the game, he has a tendency, 
sometimes he cheats up a little too 
close to the line of scrimmage,” 
said running backs coach Ron 
Brown. “Sometimes he wants to 
get downhill too early. Sometimes 
he doesn’t set up blocks a little bit. 
He just wants to oomph... . He’s 
a guy who has no problem putting 
his foot in the dirt and going 
north,” 


TIME FLIES 


Senior tight end Ben Cotton was 
a member of coach Bo Pelini’s first 
recruiting class in 2008. Cotton 
had committed to Louisville 
but changed his mind in order 
to join his dad, Barney Cotton, 
whom Pelini had hired to coach 
Nebraska’s offensive line. 

Barney Cotton talked about Ben 
becoming a Husker on letter-of- 
intent-signing day, concluding with: 
“T’ve got an eighth-grader and a 
10th-grader coming, so it’s yet to be 
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Play right away, maybe 


Cross is a big back (6-1, 220) 
like Marrow and could play either 
I-back or fullback. 

“You always want to come in 
with that thinking, come in with 
that mentality, that, ‘You know 
what, we’re going to get him ready 
to play and we’ll see where we go 
from there,’ ” Brown said. “If we 
have to redshirt him, we do it. But 
you just see how it unfolds.” 

Cross, who originally committed 
to Tennessee, has impressive 
credentials. Despite missing half 
of his junior season at North Hall 
High School in Gainesville, Ga., 
because of injury, he rushed for 
3,715 yards in three seasons there. 
He definitely has the look of a Big 
Ten running back. 


seen what’s in their future,” he said. 

The 10th-grader to whom he 
referred was Jake, the 8th-grader 
Sam. Jake is a sophomore offensive 
tackle at Nebraska, while Sam will 
be a freshman tight end, along with 
brother Ben. 


HE'S STILL HERE 


Cameron Meredith suffered 
a shoulder injury during a brief 
appearance in the New Mexico 
State game as a true freshman in 
2008. It was his only appearance 
that season so he received a 
medical redshirt. Though injuries 
are never positive, in retrospect, 
Meredith benefitted. 

“We didn’t have the depth at 
d-end,” said defensive coordinator 
John Papuchis, Meredith’s position 
coach at the time. “It’s kind of a 
testament to him to say that we 
thought he had a chance to play as 
a true freshman. But in hindsight 
we were pretty fortunate that he did 
get hurt because his best football 
has continued to be in front of 
him. And I’m glad to have him for 
another year.” 

Meredith was among 30 seniors- 
to-be on the spring roster, including 
19 on scholarship. 
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IMPACT 
PLAYERS 


Kenny Bell led the Huskers 
in receiving as a redshirted 
freshman, and he’s gotten better 
in the off-season because he 
continues to mature physically. 
“T couldn’t give you exact 
numbers,” he said. “I feel faster, 


stronger; I feel more confident . . 


. but yeh, big gains in the weight 
room and speed-wise, I think 


I’ve gotten a little bit quicker . . . 


= 
LET SGETPHYSICAL 


absolutely, the number one place 
I can tell is my blocking. I think 
our DBs can tell, too. I think 
they think I’ve gotten bigger and 
stronger; that’s for sure.” 

The same can be said across 
the position. “I think our wide 
receivers have a pretty good 
presence this year,” said Bell. “I 
think we’re known for being a 
little bit more physical.” 
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"DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS, TO 
SOME DEGREE 


New defensive backs 
coach Terry Joseph 
expects input from 
those he coaches. 
“They know that it’s 
going to be a vote, a 
little bit,” he said. “But 
at the end of the day, 

I got more votes than 
them combined. And I 
think they understand 
| that. They understand where I’m coming from. 
| “JT want their opinions in meetings and their 
perspectives. But at the end of the day, we’ve got to do 
| it the way Coach (Bo) Pelini wants the defense run.” 


FILM REVIEW 


Sophomore wide receiver Jamal Turner isn’t about 
to give his play last season two thumbs up. Quite the 
opposite. “I was watching film the other day,” he said 
in the spring. “I was watching myself and I looked so 
terrible, like, ‘Why were they (coaches) playing me?’ It 

| was just that bad.” 

| Turner came to Nebraska as a quarterback, of 

| course. He arrived for second semester and went 

| through spring practice in 2011, making the transition 

| to his new position. 

|  He’s “progressed so much .. . it’s crazy,” Turner 
said. “I’ve developed so much more since then (last 
season). I’m just excited. I have a great road up ahead. 
I’ve just got to stay with it and stay focused and 

progress every day, and I’ll be pretty good.” 


. é ‘ 4 Given his ability, “pretty good” might be an 
defensive line coach, was asked if he looked for certain underetdtemient 


IN THE MIX, TOO 


: Junior Cole Pensick emerged from spring practice 
the day, we want guys who are physical enough to play atop the list of candidates competing to replace 
the run the way we want to play it but athletic enough to | Mike Caputo at center. But don’t count out senior 
Justin Jackson and sophomore Mark Pelini just yet. 
: : . . P ' According to coach Bo Pelini, Jackson was “on the 
In the Big Ten, especially, stopping the run is essential come offensively” last season after moving from the 
to defensive success. Here’s how Nebraska has fared defensive line until he had to be moved back to defense 
because of injuries, while Mark Pelini is “as smart as 
any of our guys, probably, up front,” said offensive 
coordinator Tim Beck. 


New defensive coordinator John Papuchis, then the 


body types in recruiting defensive tackles. “Each guy’s 
going to have different attributes,” he said. “At the end of 


be able to give us a pass-rush presence.” 


against the run the past four seasons. 


BO PELINI’S RUN DEFENSE Jackson and Mark Pelini are walk-ons. And yes, 
Nat'l Conf. Avg/Gm__ Conference © <—— Mark is Bo Pelini’s nephew. 
2011 64 8 158.46 yds Michigan State (100.50) 
2010 «63 7 153.14 vs eaten (130.15) STRIVING FOR PERFECTION 
2009 9 3 93.14yds *Texas (72.36) Coach Bo Pelini’s goal for his team is perfection, 
2008 21 3 83.54yds Texas (83.54) even though “there has never been a perfect game,” he 
*Also led nation said. “I’ve never coached a perfect game. Nobody has 


ever played a perfect game.” 
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YOUR INJURY INSIDER 
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| The interactive site that not only educates far out sports injuries, | 
r but explains the treatment and rec process. 
Whether you Rave an ankle sprain and) want to know 
how soon you can return to your softball team. 


Or you need to decide to bench or play afantasy 
receiver with turf toe, InjuReplay has the answers. 
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visit us at 


www.injureplay:com 
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The 15th annual Brook 


Lincoln 


Orthopaedic Center 


Berringer Citizenship Team, 
announced in mid-April, 


featured three Huskers who 


Proudly serving Nebraska 
athletes for over 50 years 


have been so honored at least 
three times: Lance Thorell, Rex 
Burkhead and Ben Cotton. 
Thorell, a senior defensive 
back in 2011, was named to 
the team for a fourth time. 
Others on the team were: 
two-time honorees Jim 
Ebke, Tyler Legate, Steven 
Osborne, C.J. Zimmerer 
and Donovan Vestal, and 


first-time selections Ron 


6900 A Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 


Kellogg III, Brandon Chapek, 
402 436 2000 * www.ortholinc.com 


Find us on Facebook (F 


Ryan Klachko, Jeremiah 
Sirles, Robert Barry and Brett 


Maher. Six Huskers received 
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In Brook’s Memory 


honorable mention. 

The team is based 
on volunteering in the 
community, as Berringer did, 
through Nebraska's Life Skills 
program. Berringer died in the 
crash of a light plane he was 
piloting in April of 1996. 

The quarterback from 
Goodland, Kan., played 
on the Huskers’ national 
championship teams in 1994 
and 1995 and was expected 
to be chosen in the NFL Draft 


two days after his death. 


The Huskers’ James Dobson 
was among 15 strength 


and conditioning coaches 


named Master Strength 

and Conditioning Coach 

by the Collegiate Strength 
and Conditioning Coaches 
association (CSCCa) in early 
May. Receiving the honor 
“signifies a commitment 

to the student-athlete, 

the University of Nebraska 
Athletic Program, and the 
strength and conditioning 
profession,” CSCCa Executive 
Director Dr. Chuck Stiggins 
said in a release announcing 
those to be honored. 

The honorees received 
blue MSCC jackets ina 
presentation ceremony at 
the Marriott World Center in 


Orlando, Fla., on May 10. 


Personal Preference 


Although Stanley Jean- 
Baptiste switched from 
wide receiver to cornerback 
last season, coach Bo Pelini 
discussed the change in 
positions with the junior from 
Miami prior to the start of 
spring practice, just to be sure 
he was OK with it. “I don’t ever 
move a guy unless he wants 
to move and he's all on-board 
with it,’ said Pelini. “In fact, | 
gave him a chance to change 
(back). 

“| brought him in before 
spring practice and | said, 


‘Listen Stanley, | want to make 


sure you're where you're doing 
what you want to do! And he 
said, ‘Coach, | want to play 
corner: | always believe he's 
going to be a lot better if his 
heart's in it, (if) that’s where he 
wants to play. He told me that's 
what he wanted to do, and | 
think it’s working out for him.’ 
At 6-foot-3 and 215 pounds, 
Jean-Baptiste is definitely a 


physical presence at corner. 


HEAVY HANDED 
Boxer Roberto Duran, who 
won fights in five decades, 


earned the nickname “Manos 


SITE TIME 


MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA 
PASADENA, CALIF. TBA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA 


DATE OPPONENT 
SEPT.1 SOUTHERN MISS 
SEPT. 8 @UCLA 

SEPT.15 ARKANSAS STATE 
SEPT.22 IDAHO STATE 
SEPT.29 WISCONSIN (HC) 
OCT. 6 @OHIO STATE 
OCT.20 @NORTHWESTERN 
OCT.27. MICHIGAN 

NOV. 3 @MICHIGAN STATE 
NOV.10 PENN STATE 
NOV.17. MINNESOTA 
NOV.23. @IOWA 


** ABC, ESPN OR ESPN2 


MEMORIAL STADIUM 7 P.M. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 7P.M 
EVANSTON, ILL. TBA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM 7P.M 
EAST LANSING, MICH. TBA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA 
MEMORIAL STADIUM TBA 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 11 A.M, 


de Piedra” for his “stone fists” 


or literally, “hands of stone.” 


Such a nickname might fit 


Husker offensive guard Andrew 


Rodriguez. The junior from 
Aurora, Neb., packs a powerful 
punch. "I'll stand in front of him 
with different techniques and 
he punches me — well, tries to 
punch me,’ said offensive line 
coach John Garrison. “And he 
about rips my heart out. He's 
got heavy hands. He doesn't 
even realize it yet, but if we 
can get him to put it together 
mentally and physically, it 


could be pretty scary.” 


TV/SCORE 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


ARGENT 


sports 
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for Husker fans! 
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Charles Jackson 
perseveres to 
reach Lincoln 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


CHARLES JACKSON PAUSES during an interview when 
asked about the last time he played in pads. 

“That was last January,” Jackson said. “How long was 
that? Like a year and a half maybe?” 

He pauses again. 

“Tm ready to hit somebody now,” he says, “I think it’s 
going to be fun.” 

About a year ago, Jackson learned that the NCAA 
declared him ineligible because it wouldn’t accept 
additional courses he took, That decision by the governing . 
body kicked off a frustrating year of solo workouts and “It’s something 
lengthy study sessions as Jackson tried to reach the 


necessary standardized test score to continue his football about Nebraska. 


Epa I just felt like 
After numerous attempts, Jackson twice reached a 
passing score this spring and learned earlier this month when I was 
that he had passed by the NCAA Eligibility Center 
(formerly known as the NCAA Clearinghouse), allowing 
him to sign his letter of intent and enroll this summer. of the team. 
“T just had to man up and handle it the right way, 
and I felt like I handled it the right way,” Jackson told 
HuskersIllustrated.com “I felt like, “Why is everything the dorms with 
falling down on me?’ I'm the type of person that [ never 
give up, and if I hadn't passed that test already, I'd still be the guys and 
studying for that test because that’s the kind of person I 


there, I was part 


Just being in 


interacting with 


” 


am. 
Since he learned that he wouldn’t be in Lincoln last everybody, it was 


season, Jackson has stayed in close contact with the = 


like family,’ 


Nebraska coaching staff and never wavered on his 
commitment to Nebraska, despite being a recruitable athlete. 
“Nebraska, it’s unexplainable.” he said. “It’s something about Nebraska. I just felt 

like when I was there, I was part of the team. Just being in the dorms with the guys 
and interacting with everybody, it was like family. It was a great feeling to be around 
guys who I was supposed to be around that year.” 

Jackson leaned hard on current and future Huskers this year as he attempted to pass 
the tests. He said his discussions with Braylon Heard, in particular, stuck with him. 
On his official visit last fall, Jackson talked with Heard about the frustrations of not 
being able to qualify. They were feelings Heard knew well. Heard also arrived a year 
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late to campus after not qualifying and 
having to hit a specific standardized test 
score. 

Heard told Jackson to believe in 
himself, 

“He said, *I understand what you're 
going through; I’ve been through it. You 
just have to keep taking it: I promise you 
you'll pass one of them, and I have faith in 
you,” Jackson recalled. “I just kept taking 
that test. and I would think about what he 
said before every test. 1 would think about 
it before the test. [ would think about it 
after the test. He just told me to have faith, 
and that’s what I did.” 

With his academic situation cleared, 
Jackson can turn his attention to getting 
to Lincoln. Shortly after Jackson learned 
he wouldn’t qualify last spring, he began 
working out three times a day, with early- 
morning runs followed by defensive back 
drills in the afternoon and weight lifting in 
the evening. 

Jackson declined to speculate on 
whether he would be able to compete 
for playing time right away, but he has 
talent to make some noise. He was the 
No, |2 cornerback in the country in 2011 
according to 247Sports and was coveted 
by many top programs because of his 
athleticism and physicality. 

Given what Jackson has been through in 
the past 18 months, he said he’s just happy 
to have a chance to show what he can do 
on the field — another chance to compete 
and prove people wrong. 

“We're going to have to wait it out and 
see,” Jackson said. “I'm going to give my 
all and give it a shot and just compete. 

I was born to compete. and I’ve been 
competing my whole life. I’m not going to 
stop today. I’m not going to stop any time 
soon.” N 

Read daily Husker reports from 


Michael Bruntz at HuskersIllustrated.com 


Follow him on Twitter @ michaelbruntz 


Vincent M. Powers 


AND ASSOCIATES LAW FIRM 


Injured’? 


Know your legal options. 


, For over 25 years we have 
Aa % been providing legal counsel 
i. in cases involving: 
Automobile collisions 
Personal injury 
Wrongful death 


* Vincent M. Powers, 
Elizabeth Govaerts and 
Kathleen Neary 


402-474-8000 


VincePowersLaw.com 


David 
leads 
Huskers 
in the NFL 
Draft 


inebacker Lavonte 

David was the first 

of four Huskers 

selected in the 2012 
NFL draft. He was a second- 
round pick of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, the 58th pick 
overall. 

It was the first time in three 
years that Nebraska did not 
have a first-round pick. 

Defensive tackle Jared 
Crick was taken in the 
fourth round by the Houston 
Texans, while cornerback 
Alfonzo Dennard and 
offensive tackle Marcel Jones 


SS ee en ee ee eee 


were selected in the seventh 
round by the New England 
Patriots and New Orleans 
Saints, respectively. 

Dennard had been 
projected as high as a second- 


Lavonte David, LB (6-1, 233) 
Jared Crick, DT (6-4, 279) 


Alfonzo Dennard, CB (5-10, 204) 


Marcel Jones, OT (6-6, 320) 
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round pick, but an off-field 
incident the week before the 
draft and a poor showing in 
the Senior Bowl contributed 
to his drop. 

Tampa Bay traded up to 


2nd round (58 overall) 
4th round (126 overall) 
7th round (224 overall) 
7th round (234 overall) 


draft the 6-foot-1, 233-pound 
David, sending third- and 
fourth-round picks to the 
Houston Texans. The Bucs 
also got a seventh-round pick 
in the trade. 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Houston Texans 

New England Patriots 
New Orleans Saints 


“The tape, the production, 
speaks volumes,” said Tampa 
Bay General Manager Mark 
Dominick. “Here’s a guy that 
I think was one of the best 
coverage linebackers in the 
draft, and that’s important, too. 
He’s got great movement skills, 
athletic ability, speed, can run 
and is a good tackler.” 

David was Nebraska’s leading 
tackler in each of his seasons, 
setting a school single-season 
record with 152 as a junior, after 
transferring from Fort Scott 
(Kan.) Community College. 

His 285 career tackles also 
were a Husker record for a two- 
year player. 

“Everybody says he’s too short, 
he’s not big enough,” ESPN 
analyst and former Buccaneers 
head coach Jon Gruden said. 
“Find the guy with the ball and 
you'll find Lavonte David. 

“He plays all over the field.” 

A torn pectoral muscle in 
October ended Crick’s career 
and created uncertainty about 


The Big Ten had four first-round picks in the 2012 NFL Draft, including two from 
Illinois: defensive end Whitney Mercilus and wide receiver A.J. Jenkins. The 
conference produced 41 draft picks, led by Wisconsin, Michigan State and lowa, 
each of which had six players selected. The rest of the conference: 


Nebraska’s former conference, the Big 12 had five first-round picks and 25 overall. 
Big Ten (41 total) Big 12 (25 total) 

First Round 

Robert Griffin Ill, QB, Baylor (2) 

Justin Blackmon, WR, Oklahoma State (5) 

Ryan Tannehill, QB, Texas A&M (8) 

Kendell Wright, WR, Baylor (20) 

Brandon Weeden, QB, Oklahoma State (22) 


First Round 

Riley Reiff, OT, lowa (23) 
Whitney Mercilus, DE, Illinois (26) 
Kevin Zeitler, OG, Wisconsin (27) 
A.J. Jenkins, WR, Illinois (30) 


The 2012 NFL Draft was the first since 2006 in which a Bo Pelini-coached player 
wasn't selected in the first round. The list includes three from LSU who 
played when Pelini was the Tigers’ defensive coordinator. 


his place in the draft. Despite 
missing eight games his senior 
season, the two-time, first-team 
all-conference honoree finished 
with 20 career sacks to rank in 
Nebraska’s all-time top 10. 

In addition to those who were 
drafted, a handful of Huskers 
received free agent contracts 


or tryouts, among them wide 
receiver Brandon Kinnie (Kansas 
City Chiefs), defensive tackle 
Terrence Moore (Baltimore 
Ravens), offensive tackle 

Yoshi Hardrick (Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers) and center Mike 
Caputo (Minnesota Vikings). 
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NOTEBOOK Sartor Hamann 
presents 


BY MIKE SCHAEFER D I AMON DS | N 


RECRUITING EDITOR, 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM TH E <@) U G H 


Next class taking shape Jia 


Huskers tlustrated Radio 


i 


Nebraska enters summer with eight commits, aig las Seca 
including six future Blackshirts 


wane (ERNSIRA 623 eo 


SARTORHAMANN.COM 


BO PELINI take at each spot. Running back 
(1-2 total, 0 committed) 

Quarterback Nebraska continues to 
(1-2 total, 0 committed) seek out talent in the running 

It’s been a rough spring for game. The loss of Aaron Green 
the Huskers at a key position, heightens Nebraska’s interest 
missing out on several of the in bringing in a feature back to 
top targets. Nebraska's main handle the workload. 
target early on was Malik Terrell Newby, 3-star, West 
Zaire, but the Dayton, Ohio, Hills, Calif. - Newby plans 
native chose Notre Dame in to attend Big Red Weekend. 
March, The Huskers then The running back has been a 


moved on to Aaron Bailey, but long-time target of running 


missed out on him to Illinois. backs coach Ron Brown. He 
Nebraska enters the summer : offensive commitments are Anthony Jennings, 3-star, has home-run ability from all 
with eight commitments for big. Greg Hart gives Nebraska Marietta, Ga. — As the first over the field. 
its 2013 recruiting class. The a tall, athletic target in the offer from Nebraska after Corey Clement, 3-star, 
coaching staff spent most red zone, and Dai Samuelson missing on others, Jennings Greensboro, N.J. — Clement 
of the evaluation period on is a much-needed offensive is assumed to be the No. | has emerged as the likely No. 
the road, checking out the nein: target at the position. The 2 target behind Newby. He 
country’s top juniors and trying As spring gives way to combination of arm strength, holds offers from Florida State, 
to secure unofficial visits. summer, the Huskers will leadership, toughness and Notre Dame, Penn State, West 
Given the size of the class turn their efforts to bringing touch make him highly sought Virginia and Wisconsin. 
— estimated at 21-23 players players to campus for the Big after. 
total — it’s not a surprise to see © Red Weekend. This inaugural Devante Kincade, 3-star, Wide receivers 
Nebraska working to fill spots —__ recruiting event was devised Dallas — Kincade totaled 54 (2-3, 0 committed) 
quickly. The Huskers cannot by Nebraska recruiting touchdowns last season and Arguably Nebraska's 
afford to scramble to filla class coordinator Ross Els asa way _-Passed for more than 3,000 deepest offensive position, 


yards. Those numbers could be _ the Huskers lose two seniors 


this big, as the staff did last to get more talented players 
January. to campus together. It’s an deceiving, but he’s playing in next year. Look for the 
Examining the eight invite-only event. Every player Texas 5A and won the Dallas Huskers to try to find a 
commits, it would be fair to attending holds an offer from Elite 11 MVP. combination of a physical, 
say that this class will again the Huskers. Damion Hobbs, 3-star, possession receiver and 
focus on building Nebraska's Here’s a look at the top Chatfield, Texas — The a deep-threat to stretch 
defensive depth. The Huskers candidates at each position as Huskers’ current offense could —_ defenses. 
already have verbals from it stands for Nebraska as well highlight his zone-read ability. Kevin Gladney, 3-star, 
two defensive ends. two as a brief summary of which There is plenty of development — Akron, Ohio — Gladney visits 
linebackers and two defensive ones the Huskers have and how ft Hobbs in the passing game. _ Nebraska in early June. He'll 
backs. In addition, the two many players the staff plans to compare the Huskers with 
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Iowa and Michigan State, a possession guy 

who enjoys the jump ball. i 
Jerel Morrow, 4-star, Emporia, Kan. 

— Morrow is a talented athlete, Nebraska 

covets his vertical ability and sheer 

athleticism. The Huskers will have to beat — 

out Kansas State and Oklahoma State to 


secure a commitment. 


Tight ends 
(1-2, 1 committed) 

Nebraska landed the aforementioned 
Hart, securing the H-back type of player 
the Huskers will lose with the graduation 
of Kyler Reed. They do need to find 
at least one more tight end that could 
possibly help sooner than later. 

Beau Sandland, Pierce Community 
College — Sandland is a big JUCO player 
who could step in for Nebraska right 
away in 2013. The Huskers covet his 
combination of blocking and receiving 
skills. Sandland is a big target for the team 


right now. 


Offensive line 
(3-4, 1 committed) 

The Huskers have a glaring need for 
depth at the tackle position. Most of the 
focus early on in the cycle was on tackle, 
but the Huskers are now offering several 
guards and centers. Nebraska moves its 
linemen freely, so most end up playing 
both spots. 

Scott Quessenberry, 4-star, La Costa 
Canyon, Calif. - The Huskers are one of 
the top teams for this interior lineman. 
Quessenberry is a mauler who wants to get 
to the next level. The Huskers and Badgers 
might be the two top teams at this point. 

Zach Hannon, 3-star, Kansas City, Mo,- 
— Hannon is the high schoo! teammate 
of incoming freshman Michael Rose. 
The Huskers are pursuing the athletic 
big man at guard, but he could possibly 
play tackle in a pinch. Hannon has made 


several trips to Lincoln, 


Defensive end 
(2-3, 2 committed) 

Nebraska has commitments from A.J. 
Natter and Christian Lacouture. The two 
defensive ends are big and athletically 
gifted. Both Natter and Lacouture have the 
size to control the line of scrimmage and 
the speed to get up the field. 

Joe Mathis, 4-star, Los Angeles — 
Mathis might be the biggest name on the 
board at this point. He'd give coach Bo 


coach to use him in several spots. 


Defensive tackle 
(2-3, 0 committed) 

The Huskers continue to mine the 
country for effective defensive tackles 
that fit in the Nebraska scheme. In recent 
years, Nebraska was most successful 
when funneling its defensive play through 
Ndamukong Suh and Jared Crick, 

Kenneth Clark, 4-star, Los Angeles — 
Clark is a big athletic body that could help 
the Huskers control the line of scrimmage. 
He’s shown a lot of interest in the Huskers 
lately. 

Scott Pagano, 3-star, Honolulu — Pagano 
has continued to promote Nebraska as one 
of his top teams, The Hawaiian native sees 
himself fitting in well with the Husker staff 


and schemes. 


Linebacker 
(3-4, 2 committed) 

Josh Banderas and Courtney Love are 
Nebraska's two best commitments and 
incidentally, both will be counted on to 
stabilize the Huskers linebacker corps. 
Banderas and Love are both freak athletes 
who are also great ambassadors for the 
team. 

Darian Claiborne, 3-star, Port Allen, 
La. — Claiborne is the kind of free flowing 
linebacker that invites Layonte David 


comparisons. The Louisiana native 


- finished with a ton of solo stops in his 
_ junior season. He plans to make a decision 
- this summer to avoid distraction during 


- the year. 


Eri¢ Beisel, 3-star, Fenton, Mo, — Beisel 


is a Big Ten style linebacker because of his 


impressive size. However, he doesn’t lack 
: athleticism and could provide a large force 


up the middle for several years. 


Cornerback 


7? ; er ; ' (2-3, 1 committed) 
Pelini unbelievable versatility, allowing the © 


The Huskers hold a soft commitment 


from Tre’ vell Dixon. However, Nebraska 
has eyes for several big targets this cycle. 
Nebraska's two presumed starters for 
2012 are juniors, so reinforcements will be 


_ needed, 


Priest Willis, 4-star, Phoenix — Willis 


has connections to the program and the 


_ Huskers are pushing hard, He’s already set 


up a visit for the Michigan game. Willis is 

one of the best athletes in the 2013 class. 
Dashon Hunt, 4-star, Los Angeles 

— Hunt lists himself as a soft verbal to 

UCLA, but he’s very open to Nebraska. 

Rich Fisher has done a good job selling 

him on the program. Hunt plans to visit 


this fall. 


Safety 
(2-3, 1 committed) 
Nebraska holds a commitment from 


Marcus McWilson but is actively pursuing 


" several safeties. Unlike other positions, 
: there aren’t many clear-cut favorites yet 


for the Huskers. 


Su’a Cravens, 5-star, Murrieta, Calif. — 


| The Huskers are pushing to receive a visit 
from this talented defensive back. He’s one 
of the top defenders in the country, earning 
a 5-star from 247Sports. Cravens said no 


team is recruiting him as hard as Nebraska. 


Read daily recruiting updates fram Mike Schaefer at 


Huskers{llustrated.com 


JUNE/JULY, 2012 | 27 


New leader hoping Huskers can 


ignite championship match 


At Nebraska, Jamie 
Williams was a two-time 
All-Big Eight tight end. He 
played on two conference 
championship teams (in 
1981 and ’82). In his 12 
years in the NFL, the 
Husker Hall of Famer 
was a four-year co-captain 
for the 49ers and got to 
experience the Golden Gate 
feeling of San Francisco 
winning a Super Bowl. 

After football, Williams, 
perhaps, was even more 
prolific, earning a master’s 
degree from San Jose State 
University and a doctorate 
from the University of 
San Francisco. He became 
a screenwriter, then a 
corporate coach and then 
an athletic director. As an 
AD, he was asked to paint 
a blank canvas, taking San 
Francisco’s Academy of 
Art University, America’s 
largest private art and 
design schoo! with 18,000 
students, from a program 
with no previous athletic 


history to one with 16 
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sports and 200 student- 
athletes. 

Fully immersed and 
meeting every milestone 
to launch a Division 
II athletic program in 
downtown San Francisco, 
a familiar voice called 
again, asking this 52-year- 
old whirling dervish if he 


would like to return to his 


alma mater. The challenge: 


Manage a diversity and 
inclusion program within 
the athletic department, 
create a leadership 
development program 

for both the department’s 
staff and more than 600 
student-athletes and 
oversee NU’s long-term 
strategic plan, among 
other duties. 

Having spent six years 
building a San Francisco 
program from scratch, 
Williams could not say no 
again to Tom Osborne, a 
College Football Hall of 
Fame coach who out- 
recruited Texas, Notre 


Dame, Penn State and 


PHOTO BY NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP MAGAZINE 


CATCHINGUP 


WITH 


JAMIE WILLIAMS 


BY RANDY YORK 


countless others 
for his national- 
letter-of-intent 


signature 35 years 


“Nebraska has a | 
concept about the 

power of red, and I 
believe that power 

is the red N itself. 
Football is the front 
porch to Nebraska’s 


earlier. This time, 
Nebraska’s athletic 
director wanted 
Williams for a lot 
of reasons, but 
primarily for his 
unusual breadth of 
experience. 

Williams’ new title 
is Associate Athletic 
Director of Diversity and 
Leadership Initiatives, 
but if someone asked for 
something less formal 
and more exciting, you 
might say Williams has 
the pedigree to be an 
inclusive catalyst who can 
help instill new hope in a 
Husker athletic program 
looking to, among other 
things, strike its first 
football championship 
match in 12 years. 

“Coach Osborne 
recruited me and taught me 
how to be tenacious, how 
to battle, how to win, how 
to be poised and how to 
compete and live a balanced 
life,” Williams said. “He 


had a huge impact in 


national reputation 
and to me, that’s why 
the N is the power of 
red.” 


the way I lead, the way I 
process information and 
the way I strategize.” 

Now, Williams wants to 
return the favor and equip 
current Husker athletes 
with what he calls a sword 
to fight with, a vision for 
the future and a motor that 
matches everyone's engine. 
“Nebraska has a concept 
about the power of red, and 
I believe that power is the 
red N itself,” Williams said. 
“Football is the front porch 
to Nebraska’s national 
reputation and to me, that’s 
why the N is the power 

of red. Part of my job is 
teaching Nebraska to know 
thyself and understand 
what it takes to want to beat 
someone more than they 


want to beat you.” 
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A WARM RECEPTION 


Nebraska's wide receivers may be young in 2012, but make no mistake, this could be 


one of the most talented groups Cornhusker fans have seen in a long time. The key 
to success for any receiving corps is a quarterback that can deliver the ball. And with 
two years of experience under his belt, we expect continued improvement from Taylor 
Martinez this season and this group of receivers could be the biggest benefactors. 
Sophomore Kenny Bell stole the show as a freshman, while junior Quincy Enunwa 
has established himself as a reliable, physical presence downfield. Jamal Turner could 
be the most talented of the bunch if he proves himself in practice and on gamedays. 
Redshirted freshman Taariq Allen and true freshman Jordan Westerkamp will help 
push veterans like Tim Marlowe. With the receivers on the brain, we went digging for 
Nebraska's most productive receivers over the past 16 years. Here are the results: 


RECEIVING LEADERS (TOTALS) SINCE 1996 


PLAYER SEASON G* REC YDS AVG _ LG _ TD YDS/G* 
1 Nate Swift 2005-2008(4) 51 166 2476 149 67 22 48.5 
2 Terrence Nunn 2004-2007(4) 49 136 1,762 13.0 75t 11 36.0 
3 Todd Peterson 2005-2008(4) 49 108 1,602 148 48 13 32.7 
4 Niles Paul 2007-2010(4) 46 103 1,532 149 74t 5 33.3 
5 Matt Davison 1997-2000(4) 37 92 1,445 15.7 63 6 39.1 
6 Maurice Purify 2006-2007(2) 25 91 1,444 15.9 63t 16 57.8 
7 Marlon Lucky 2005-2008(4) 50 135 1,379 10.2 69 4 27.6 
8 Matt Herian 2002-2006(4) 47 65 1,243 19.1 80t 12 26.4 
9 Tracey Wistrom 1998-2001(4) 46 58 1,150 198 70t 10 25.0 
10 Mike McNeill 2007-2010(4) 49 82 1,072 13.1 64 #11 21.9 
11. Wilson Thomas 1999-2002(4) 46 68 977 14.4 78 6 21.2 
12 Ross Pilkington 2002-2004(3) 38 63 976 155 90t 4 25:7, 
13 Frantz Hardy 2005-2007(3) 38 54 971 180 78t 7 25.6 
14 BrandonKinnie 2009-2011(3) 36 81 892. 110 61 6 24.8 
15 Cory Ross 2002-2005(4) 48 71 729. 103 74t 5 15.2 
16 Kyler Reed 2009-2011(3) 32 43 706 164 79 9 22.1 
17 Bobby Newcombe 1997-2000(4) 39 45 660 14.7 53t a 16.9 
18 Menelik Holt 2007-2009(3) 30 49 627. 12.8 35 2 20.9 
19 SheldonJackson 1996-1998(3) 22 34 580 17.1 48 8 26.4 
20 Mark LeFlore 2002-2005(4) 35 47 527.2. 74t 3 15.1 
21 Grant Mulkey 2004-2005(2) 21 45 515 114 38 2 24.5 
22 Roy Helu 2007-2010(4) 48 54 501 9.3 27 0 10.4 
23 Isaiah Fluellen 2003-2005(3) 16 28 497 178 58 4 31.1 
24 KENNY BELL 2011-2011(1) 13 32 461 144 50 3 35.5 


GOING ALL-IN 


I love being in the Big with holes and engraved with 
Ten. 


It just makes sense for us 


some of Cosgrove’s many 
accomplishments: “112th in 
Total Defense,” “38 Points 

| Per game,” and “39-76 


Kansas!” 


to be in a conference where 
fans sit in the snow and 
brave freezing winds for a 
chance to turn on the televi- 


sion on New Year’s Day and The Chalice of Eternal Suf- 
fering (Ohio State) 


This is basically just an 


watch their team play in the 
sun. 
But to be honest, I did annual trophy to make sure 


feel a little left out during 


Ohio State, no matter what 


our first run through confer- happens in the Urban Meyer 


ence play. All the other era, never forgets our first 


schools compete for these Big Ten meeting. The chalice 


cool traveling trophies would hold a selection of 
week after week. The Little 
Brown Jug. The Old Oaken 
Bucket. The Old Brass 


Spittoon. Heck, Wisconsin 


mementos from the 2011 
game, including a DVD of 
the second half on a 50-hour 


loop and a photo of OSU 


and Minnesota play for Paul quarterback Joe Bauserman 


Bunyan's Axe, for good- celebrating his only pass 


ness sake. That’s pretty P 
completion. 
cool. They used to play for 
the Slab of Bacon. Even 
that’s cooler than the bland 
boardroom-designed trophy 


unveiled last year for our 


annual game with Iowa. 

It’s time to go all-in for 
the full Big Ten experience. | 
Tom Osborne says we can’t | 
force these things. I disagree. 
Here’s my best effort to force | 
these things in time for this 


upcoming season... 


The Kevin Cosgrove Old 
Leaky Bucket (Wisconsin) | 
What better way to im- } 
mortalize a man who held the 
defensive coordinator posi- 
tion at both Wisconsin and 
Nebraska? The trophy should | 


be a wooden bucket riddled 
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The Golden NU (North- 
western) 

Both of our proud institu- 
tions lay claim to the NU 
moniker, which is kind of 
confusing to the rest of the 
Big Ten. I say we play for it. 
The winning school can use 
NU the entire following year 
while the loser has to find 


an alternative. For purely 


| logistical reasons, I say this 


doesn’t begin until after this 
year’s game. Or maybe next, 
depending on how this year’s 


game goes. 


A Look at the 1997 Nation- 
al Championship Trophy 
(Michigan) 

Nebraska and Michigan 
shared the national title in 
1997. Michigan won that 


weird little wooden trophy. 


Din 


| Nebraska won the only one 


that matters. I say we cre- 


ate a rolling cart with a red 
velvet curtain and bring the 
trophy onto the field each 
time the two teams play. If 
Michigan wins, they get to 
pull the little cord and look 
upon what they didn’t win 
in 1997 (no touching, no 
pictures). Alternate trophy 
idea: The Ghost of Fielding 
_ H. Yost. 


The Plate of Plenty (Michi- 
gan State) 

Simple, frugal, austere. 
That’s the very definition 
of Spartan. It’s also a pretty 
good description of many 
hard-working Nebraskans. 
Heck, our Omaha multi-bil- 
| lionaire lives in a $150,000 


| house. I say the two schools 


play for a plate of half a cheese sandwich 


and a pickle spear. 


The Bo and Woody in Dresses 
Trophy (Penn State) 

The fact they didn’t change the 
name of the conference to accom- 
modate the two newest members 
tells you a little something about 
how the Big Ten views Penn State 
and Nebraska. Time to repay 
the favor. In our annual tilt, we 
should play for a giant trophy that 
immortalizes two of the great- 
est names in Big Ten history: Bo 
Schembechler and Woody Hayes. 
They will be wearing dresses. 
And, to further enrage Ohio State 


and Michigan fans, holding hands. 


Mount Rushmore (Minnesota) 
Our two great states share long 

borders with South Dakota, a state 

that doesn’t have a single football 


they have no say whatsoever in anything 


involving college football. I pro- 
pose Minnesota and Nebraska 
play each year for Mount Rush- 
more. Think about it. Overnight, 
this annual rivalry will have the 
largest and most recognizable 
trophy in all of college football. 


The Council Bluffs Spitbucket 
(Iowa) 

I say we dump that boring 
trophy introduced last year 
and bring some real stakes into 
this match-up. Nebraska and 
Iowa should play for Council 
Bluffs. Loser has to own it for 
the year. 


“Tim Siedell is a writer 

and humorist whose first 

book, “Marching Bands Are 
Just Homeless Orchestras” is 
available now through Amazon. 
Follow him on Twitter: 


* ‘ e] é 
team in a BCS conference. Which means @badbanana 


Now Available on DVD and Blu-Ray! 
The Untold Story of Early Nebraska Football. 


SPECIAL TWO DISC EDITION! 
(DVD + CD Sountrack) E 


The Untold Story of 
Early Nebraska Football. 


SPECIAL TWO DISC EDITION! 
(BLU-RAY + CD Sountrack) 
The Untold Story of 
Early Nebraska Football. 


s documentary by Jin Felts Best Documentary 
2011 Estes Park Film Festival 


DVD Order online at Blu-ray 
$15.00 www.bugeatersthemovie.com $22.00 


| | 


Ken Clark, maybe. His name came to mind. 

Ron Brown was discussing Rex Burkhead’s place in Nebraska’s rich tradition of running 
backs, following a late-March practice. “You know, there are some similarities between 
Kenny Clark and Rex,” said the Husker running backs coach. “Kenny was a physical guy, 
like Rex, and good speed, wasn’t great, great speed but good speed and was a very efficient 


runner, got a lot out of things.” 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards twice, including 1,497 in 12 games as a junior. 
Bowls weren't included in official NCAA statistics He scored a touchdown in 10 consecutive games, 
tying a school record. 
Burkhead carried 284 times, including a school- 
record 38 against Iowa. He was two carries short 
of the school single-season record set by Lawrence 


Clark finished his career in 1989. He was a two-time, first-team All-Big Eight selection and 


at the time. 
Last season was Brown’s first as running backs 
coach, But he’s been on staff for 21 of the last 25 
years and has seen, first-hand, many of Nebraska’s 
Phillips in his sophomore season, 1994, 
Barring something unforeseen, such as an injury, 
Burkhead almost certainly will become the busiest 
ball carrier in Husker history. Two-time All- 
American and 1983 Heisman Trophy winner Mike 


best at the position. 
And yes, based on what he’s seen, Burkhead 
“would have been able to play with those guys; there’s 
Rozier currently holds that distinction, with 668 


no question,” Brown said. “He’s efficient. He does so 
many things well.” 

Burkhead’s numbers reflect that. He earned first- 
team All-Big Ten recognition last season, rushing carries over three seasons. 
for 1,357 yards and 15 touchdowns and catching 21 Burkhead will enter his senior season 7th on the 
passes for 177 yards and two touchdowns. carries list, 131 behind Rozier. 

CELL EELLLELLLL CELL cEE ELE L 


Cree LLL LLL LLL LLL ELLE CELL 


34 | JUNE/JULY, 2012 


bt \ 
=. - ‘\ Wi ? 
’ 4 h i } = : \ . Y 
ag : y ji od , a 4 \ y } \ ’ > « \N 
Se x i \ 


ef Sao a , 
‘ ve OF ye. Ng ; ~ : 
eg 7 i j 
», ie " . . 
i 
Seen SS 
RAN \ 
WN \ MG S 
WN WSS SN S 
\ SS SY 
\ SS SS 
\ . N SS 


~ 
Real 
At 


S \ 


\Qj N [BD SS 


SV 


\ WN : . S \ \ 


Leader’s athleticism 
not limited to gridiron 


The way Ameer Abdullah remembers, 
he first met Rex Burkhead during a 
recruiting visit, on a basketball court. “He 
was dunking, doing all kind of dunks,” 
Abdullah said. 

“T was like, ‘Man, who is this guy?’ ” 

Rex Burkhead, that’s who. 

“Tt was really surprising because he’s not 
the tallest guy,” said Abdullah. 

Burkhead is 5-foot-11. 

“But he can surely rise,” Abdullah said. 

His ability to “rise” is a reflection of 
the overall athleticism that has made him 
a versatile football player. He can catch 
and pass as well as run. Pass? He threw 
three touchdown passes as a sophomore. 
“He's a very complete player,” said Husker 
Athletic Director Tom Osborne. 

He's also “a good leader in a quiet sort 


He'll also enter his final season 12th on 
Nebraska's career-rushing list, with a shot 
at becoming just the second Husker to rush 
for 4,000 yards — Rozier tops the list with 
4,780. 

If Burkhead could equal last season’s 
output, he would reach 4,000, and pass 
such players as Phillips, Clark, Ahman 
Green and Calvin Jones as well as former 
teammate Roy Helu, Jr. 

“Rex has got excellent balance, great 
competitor, does a lot of things well,” said 
Husker Athletic Director Tom Osborne, 
who coached 13 of Nebraska’s top 20 
career rushers. 

“So I think he would have certainly 
ranked among our very top backs.” 

Except for Helu and Cory Ross, the 
running backs ahead of Burkhead on 
the career-rushing list (quarterback Eric 
Crouch is also on it) played in a different 
offensive system. Though Burkhead is 
listed as an I-back, as were Helu and Ross, 
the position has changed significantly, 

“We were pretty standard back in the 
day. It was pretty much the I-formation,” 
Brown said. 

“We did some one-back, but when I first 
got here (in 1987), we were doing a lot 
of two-back football, (with) the fullback, 
the I-back . . . even had a third back back 
there; sometimes the wingback would be 
lined up back there, and the I-back had 
somebody in front of him,” 

Brown coached the wingbacks, as well 
as wide receivers and tight ends. Under 
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of way,” Osborne said. 

Burkhead sets an example by “just his 
work ethic,” Abdullah said in the spring. 

“It's days where . . . stretches where 
it was real hot, guys were complaining, 
‘Man, it’s hot. We don’t want to be out 
here today.’ So Rex, he really brings the 
attitude like, it doesn't matter, (whether) 
rain, sleet or snow, blazing hot, ‘I’m going 
to come out here, I’m going to work. 
I’m going to push the guys around me. 
I’m going to make this team better with 
my attitude. That's something he really 
brings to the table, and I really appreciate 
because there’s days I don’t want to be out 
there. But just watching Rex for a year, I 
really feel like I’m picking up on that same 
atmosphere.” 


Osborne, the Huskers “never got too far off 
the beaten path (offensively),” he said. 

“Probably the very end of my first 
(coaching) term here, around 2000 or so, 
you started to see more of the read-option, 
and the I-back became a little bit of a 
different guy.” 

It became less of a “thump” game, more 
finesse, according to Brown — if “finesse” 
can be applied to football. “Tt became a 
different type of option game, and you 
didn’t have that lead blocker in front of you 
a lot,” said Brown. “He (the I-back) was 
just kind of a different guy. 

“You didn’t have to be quite as big, 
as physical, when you got into the read 
game. A smaller back could start squirting 
through things. Again, it was read; the 
quarterback was running more.” 

When coach Bo Pelini brought him back 
to the staff in 2008, “we began to try to 
feel our way back, you know,” Brown said. 
“Roy Helu, I think, brought back the kind 
of get-north back, not necessarily the big 
physical guy that Lawrence Phillips was, 
but a guy that could get up the field, 

“We were still running a lot of read- 
zone, and we were kind of part West 
Coast, part that. I think now we’re starting 
to get back to that fullback-in-the-game 
now, a lot of fullback offense. I think we're 
starting to get back to the traditional what 
the I-back does.” 

Even so, Nebraska's offense is 
diversified, with Wildcat formations and 
split-backs. 


“We use Rex in a variety of capacities, 
fullback, he’s a wide receiver sometimes in 
the empty sets, true I-back . . . I mean, he 
kind of does a lot of things,” said Brown. 

However, “we ran the toss-sweep a ton 
last year,” he said, “That was the play we 
probably ran the most. That’s a mano-y- 
mano, physical play, which we used to run 
back in the day. 

“So we're kind of getting back to that 
traditional I-back stuff.” 

Burkhead missed five games as a true 
freshman with a broken foot. Since then, 
he has shown the durability of the running 
backs who have preceded him. He keeps 
on going, prompting Brown to compare 
him to the Energizer Bunny. 

“T think most any running back that 
carries the ball a lot is somebody who can 
play through things because you're going 
to have things wrong with you,” Osborne 
said. “Rex is certainly that way. Mike 
(Rozier) was that way. Phillips was that 
way. Ahman was that way. 

“All the great backs have that ability.” 

Would Burkhead have been a good fit 
for the offense in which they ran? Most 
definitely. But “it’s so hard to describe 
(running) backs,” said Osborne. “Every 
one’s different.” 

So it's also hard to compare them. 

There's a constant, however, regardless 
of the offensive system. “So much of their 
success depended on who they had in front 
of them,” Osborne said. 
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TOP 40 HUSKER RUNNING BACKS _ 


Alexander, Dan (1997-98-99-00) 
Anthony, Monte (1974-75-76-77) 
Benning, Damon (1993-94-95-96) 
Berns, Richard (1976-77-78) 
Brown, Derek (1990-91-92) 
Buckhalter, Correll (1997-98-99-00) 
Burkhead, Rex (2009-current) 
Clark, Ken (1987-88-89) 

Craig, Roger (1979-80-81-82) 
*Davis, Tony (1973-74-75) 
Diedrick, Dahrran (1999-00-01-02) 
DuBose, Doug (1982-84-85) 
Evans, DeAngelo (1996-98-99) 
Flowers, Leodis (1988-89-90) 
Green, Ahman (1995-96-97) 
Greenlaw, Willie (1954-55-56) 
Gregory, Ben (1965-66-67) 

Helu, Jr, Roy (2007-08-09-10) 
Hipp, ILM. (1977-78-79) 

Horne, David (2002-03-04) 
Jackson, Brandon (2004-05-06) 
Johnson, Craig (1978-79-80) 
Jones, Calvin (1991-92-93) 
Jones, Keith (1984-85-86-87) 
Kinney, Jeff (1969-70-71) 

Knox, Tyreese (1985-86-87-88) 
Miles, Paul (1983-84-85) 

Mueller, Bill (1947-48-49-50) 
O'Leary, John (1973-74-75) 
Lucky, Marlon (2005-06-07-08) 
Orduna, Joe (1967-68-70) 
Phillips, Lawrence (1993-94-95) 
Redwine, Jarvis (1979-80) 
Reynolds, Bobby (1950-51-52) 
Ross, Willie (1961-62-63) 

Rozier, Mike (1981-82-83) 
*Smith, Bob (1952-53-54) 

Smith, Jeff (1980-82-83-84) 
“Thornton, Bill (1960-61-62) 
Wilson, Harry (1964-65-66) 


*Also played fullback 


6-0, 245 
6-3, 208 
5-11, 210 
6-2, 215 
5-9, 185 
6-0, 225 
5-11,210 
5-10, 200 
6-2, 220 
5-11,214 
6-0, 225 
5-11, 190 
5-9, 215 
5-11, 200 
6-0, 215 
5-11, 203 
5-11, 219 
6-0, 229 
6-0, 200 
6-0, 200 
5-11, 210 
6-1, 196 
5-11, 210 
5-10, 180 
6-2, 210 
5-10, 215 
5-10, 200 
5-8, 170 
6-1,210 
6-0, 215 
6-0, 196 
6-0, 215 
5-11, 204 
5-11, 185 
5-11, 190 
5-11, 210 
5-10, 194 
5-9, 195 
6-0, 210 
5-11, 196 


Wentzville, Mo. 


Bellevue, Neb. 
Omaha (Northwest) 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

La Habra, Calif. 
Collins, Miss. 

Plano, Texas 

Omaha, Neb. (Bryan) 
Davenport, lowa 
Tecumseh, Neb. 
Scarborough, Ontario 
Uncasville, Conn. 
Wichita, Kan. 

Omaha (Central) 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Portland, Me. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Danville, Calif. 
Chapin, S.C. 

Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Horn Lake, Miss. 
Omaha (Westside) 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
McCook, Neb. 

Daly City, Calif. 
Princeton, NJ. 
Omaha, Neb. 

Port Washington, N.Y. 
N. Hollywood, Calif. 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 
West Covina, Calif. 
Inglewood, Calif. 
Grand Island, Neb. 
Helena, Ark. 

Camden, NJ. 

Grand Island, Neb. 
Wichita, Kan. 

Toledo, Ohio 
Steubenville, Ohio 


CARRIES NATIONALLY (2011) _ 


Carries Yards Avg. G 
1. Bobby Rainey, Western Kentucky 369 1695 459 12 
2. Robbie Rouse, Fresno State 329 1,549 471 13 
3. Collin Klein, Kansas State 317 1,141 3.60 13 
4. John White, Utah 316 1519 481 13 
5. Ronnie Hillman, San Diego State 311 1711 «6550 13 
6. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 307 1,923 626 14 
7. Brandon Oliver, Buffalo 306 1,395 456 12 
8. Chris Polk, Washington 293 1488 5.08 13 
9. David Wilson, Virginia Tech 290 1,709 5.89 14 
10. Rex Burkhead, Nebraska 284 1,357 4.78 13 
NU CAREER RUSHING = 
1. Mike Rozier, IB (1981-82-83) 668-4,780 (7.16) 49TD 
2. Ahman Green, |B (1995-96-97) 574-3,880 (6.76) 42TD 
3. Eric Crouch, QB (1998-99-00-01) 648-3,434 (5.30) 59TD 
4. Roy Helu, Jr., IB (2007-08-09-10) 578-3,404 (5.89) 28TD 
5. Calvin Jones, IB (1991-92-93) 461-3,153 (6.84) 40TD 
6. Ken Clark, IB (1987-88-89) 494-3,037 (6.15) 29TD 
7. \.M. Hipp, IB (1977-78-79) 495-2,814 (5.68) 21TD 
8. Lawrence Phillips, IB (1993-94-95) 449-2,777 (6.18) 30TD 
9. Dahrran Diedrick, IB (1999-00-01-02) 502-2,745 (5.47) 26TD 
10. Cory Ross, IB (2002-03-04-05) 597-2,743 (4.59) 17TD 
11. Derek Brown, IB (1990-91-92) 458-2,699 (5.89) 23TD 


12. Rex Burkhead, IB (2009-present) 


HUSKER‘S00’ (CAREER CARRIES) CLUB | 


Mike Rozier, IB (1981-82-83) 

Eric Crouch, QB (1998-99-00-01) 
Cory Ross, IB (2002-03-04-05) 

Roy Helu, Jr., |B (2007-08-09-10) 
Ahman Green, IB (1995-96-97) 

Jeff Kinney, IB (1969-70-71) 

Rex Burkhead, IB (2009-present) 
Jammal Lord, QB (2000-01-02-03) 
Marlon Lucky, IB (2005-06-07-08) 
Dahrran Diedrick, IB (1999-00-01-02) 
Tony Davis, IB-FB (1973-74-75) 
TOP FIVE RUSHING SEASONS 


Lawrence Phillips (1994) 


286-1,772 (6.00) 


537-2,654 (4.94) 25TD 


668 
648 
597 
578 
574 
545 
537 


16TD 


Rex Burkhead (2011) 
Ahman Green (1997) 
Mike Rozier (1983) 
Jammal Lord (2002) 


284-1,357 (4.78) 15TD 
278-1,877 (6.75) 22TD 
275-2.148 (7.81) 29TD 
251-1,412 (5.63) 8TD 
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Cornhuskers 


HOW THEY PASS 
Taylor Martinez will be directing 
the same system for the first time 
in his Husker career. “That’s going 
to be a big advantage to him, so he 
can start concentrating on getting 
better at the little things and refining the 
techniques and fundamentals that ultimately 
will allow him to grow at quarterback,” said 
coach Bo Pelini. 

Offensive coordinator Tim Beck echoes 
Pelini. “We need to work on just details,” 
Beck said. “It’s just little things here and 
there with him (Martinez). “Obviously the 
quarterback’s the foundation of your offense, 
but even when you start with the quarterback, 
(when) you build a foundation with him, 
it’s from the inside out. You can’t build a 
foundation from the outside in. 

“So it was a lot more about how to play 
the position, how to manage the game, be the 
leader, communicate, those types of things.” 

Managing the game includes passing to 
balance the run. The Huskers ranked 104th 


ZEAEN RUN 


The Huskers have become much more run-oriented under Bo Pelini. They ranked 
15th nationally in rushing last season in new offensive coordinator Tim Beck’s 
system. That’s a positive in the Big Ten. However, the offense wasn’t balanced. 


nationally in passing, only slightly better than 
in 2010. “One thing is we’ve got to be able 
to throw a little bit more than we did,” said 


Beck. “If you look at it, teams were just all up 
in there and packing us in, and I think when 
we did (throw), we threw it over their heads 
pretty good, at times.” 


BOTTOM LINE 
rae. Spring practice is a time for 
optimism, of course. And it was 
no different at Nebraska. “We've 
done some things different in the 
off-season,” said coach Bo Pelini. 
“‘We’ve communicated about where we are 
and where we see ourselves going, and I’m 
seeing it; I saw it through the off-season.” 
Team meetings were instituted to facilitate 
such communication, with no discussion 
topics off-limits. “I guess the big thing is we’re 
sick of being a good team, and so Coach 
Bo’s always trying to make innovative things 
to become a great team. And I think it’s 
really helped our team out,” said I-back Rex 
Burkhead, among the team’s senior leaders. 
“If you just always rely on what 
you’ve done, you’re never going to make 
improvements. And so I think by building that 
into his (Pelini’s) program and this off-season, 
it’s helped us just become a closer-knit team.” 
Chemistry is important, but so is execution 
and consistency. The Huskers have a better 
idea of what to expect their second time 
through the Big Ten. 
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Nebraska ran 69 percent of the time. 


Some of that can be explained by the transition from Shawn Watson's offense. His 
offense is “light years” ahead of where it was in 2011, Beck said at the beginning of 
spring practice. “It was such a whirlwind trying to get the staff on the same page.” 

Not everything was installed last season, and not all that was installed was used. 

“Part of the system is doing what our guys do well and finding out what that is, and 
when it’s working, trying not to go away from it,” said Beck. 


What worked best was getting the ball in the hands of I-back Rex Burkhead. That part 


could be tweaked this season. Among the things Beck has considered is “maybe using 
our (other) backs more,” he said. “I think Rex took a beating at times.” 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


The defense has undergone 
a staff restructure, as the 
offense did a year ago, with 
‘ — @ | Terry Joseph replacing Corey 
Raymond as defensive backs 
coach and Rick Kaczenski taking over 
responsibility for the defensive line with 
the promotion of John Papuchis to 
defensive coordinator. 

The difference is the offense was 
restructured, too, a year ago. “To be 
honest, I don’t really think of it that way,” 
Papuchis said in response to whether he 
planned to put his stamp on the defense. 

“J wholeheartedly believe in the team 
and the we-concept of what we do, and 


I'm going to perform my role to the best 
of my ability, and that’s what every coach 
on our staff and every player on our team 
is going to do. But I’m not that interested 
in putting my stamp on it. I’m interested in 
winning.” 

Nationally, the Huskers ranked 37th in 
total defense and 42nd in scoring defense 
last season. So they have to improve 
in both areas, as well as on third-down 
efficiency. “You've got to get off the field 
when you have your opportunities,” said 
Papuchis. “One of our greatest issues on 
third down was the fact that we weren't 
as good as we wanted to be on first and 
second down.” 


Bo Pelini’s (Sth 
season) record 

at Nebraska is 
39-16, counting a 
victory as interim 
head coach for the 2003 Alamo 
Bowl game. “The program has made 
strides from where it was when 

| walked in the door here,’ Pelini 
said late last season. The numbers 
support that. The 38 victories in 

his first four seasons are the most 
for any FBS head coach hired 

prior to the 2008 season. And his 
teams have won at least a share of 
conference divisional titles in three 
of the seasons. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
No. 24 (both polls) 


2012 SCHEDULE 

o/1 Southern Miss 
9/8 at UCLA 

9/15 Arkansas State 
9/22 Idaho State 
9/29 Wisconsin 

10/6 at Ohio State 
10/20 at Northwestern 
10/27 Michigan 

11/3 at Michigan State 
11/10 Penn State 
11/17 Minnesota 
11/23 at lowa 


12/1 Big Ten Championship 
(Indianapolis, Ind.) 


2011 RESULTS 


9/3 Chattanooga W, 40-7 
9/10 Fresno State W, 42-29 
9/17 Washington W, 51-38 
9/24 at Wyoming W, 38-14 
10/1 at Wisconsin L, 48-17 
10/8 Ohio State W, 34-27 
10/22. atMinnesota W, 41-14 
10/29 Michigan State W, 24-3 
11/5 Northwestern L, 28-25 
11/12 at Penn State W, 17-14 
11/19 at Michigan L, 45-17 
11/25 lowa W, 20-7 
1/2 South Carolina-# —_L, 30-13 


#-Capital One Bowl at Orlando, Fla. 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(8 offense, 7 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: WR Kenny Bell, WR Quincy 
Enunwa, OL Seung Hoon Choi, 

OL Spencer Long, OL Andrew 
Rodriguez, TE Ben Cotton, QB Taylor 
Martinez, IB Rex Burkhead 


Defense: DE Jason Ankrah, DE 
Cameron Meredith, DT Baker 
Steinkuhler, LB Will Compton, CB 
Ciante Evans, CB Andrew Green, S 
Daimion Stafford 


Specialists: P-PK Brett Maher 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2012, 
Capital One Bowl, lost to South 
Carolina 30-13 


Last Conference Championship: 
1999, Big 12 


QB Taylor Martinez 


Martinez, a two-year starter with a season’s experience in Tim Beck’s system, broke 
the school total offense record for a sophomore, rushing for 874 yards and nine 


DT Baker Steinkuhler 


touchdowns and passing for 2,089 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
During the last four games, he threw 125.” 

consecutive passes without an interception. The. 

streak ended in thé Capital One Bowl. 


IB Rex Burkhead 


Running backs 
coach Ron Brown 
has compared 
Burkhead to the 
Energizer Bunny; he 
just keeps going. He 
carried the ball 284 
times last season, 
the second-most in 
school history, and 
broke the record for 
carries ina game 
with 38 against 
lowa. He rushed for 


The son of the Huskers’ 1983 Outland Trophy and Lombardi Award winner Dean 
Steinkuhler was a constant in the interior of a defensive line beset by injuries 
last season. He was credited with 40 tackles, including five for losses, and four 
quarterback hurries. He received all-conference honorable mention the past two 
seasons and is on the 2012 Lott IMPACT Trophy watch list. 


1,357 yards and 15 
touchdowns. He 
earned Academic All- 
America as well as 
All-Big Ten honors. 
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NO NAME 
8 Abdullah, Ameer 
Afalava, Jared 
Alexander, LeRoy 
7 Allen, Taariq 
70 Anderson, Kenny 
Anderson, Zaire 
9 Ankrah, Jason 
Armstrong, Tommy 
70 Ash, Nick 
47 Ashburn, Walker 
82 Barry, Robert 
2 Bell, Antonio 
80 Bell, Kenny 
39 Blatchford, Justin 
Blum, Jared 
37 Bondi, Mauro 
9 Broekemeier, Tyson 
Brown, Thomas 
22 Burkhead, Rex 
46 Burtch, Sam 
15 Carnes, Brion 
7 Carter, Joseph 
51 Chapek, Brandon 
77 Choi, Seung Hoon 
Chvatal, Cole 
Collins, Carson 
51 Compton, Will 
6 Cooper, Corey 
81 Cotton, Ben 
68 Cotton, Jake 
Cotton, Sam 
67 Criss, Scott 
Cross, Imani 
Curry, Aaron 
13 Davie, Daniel 
31 Dean, Jase 
87 Dixon, Taylor 
Dzuris, Ross 
18 Enunwa, Quincy 
17 Evans, Ciante 
88 Evans, Tyler 
25 Felici, Joey 
42 Fisher, Sean 
Foltz, Sam 
30 Foster, Derek 
Foster, Trey 
Fyfe, Ryker 
95 Gangwish, Jack 
2 Green, Aaron 
11 Green, Andrew 
99 Guy, Jay 
54 Hayes, Aaron 
5 Heard, Braylon 
Hoffman, Taylor 
35 Holt, Andrew 
85 Hyland, KC 
1 Jackson, Harvey 
72 Jackson, Justin 
29 Jameson, Seth 
Janovich, Andy 
16 Jean-Baptiste, Stanley 
Johns, Garret 
12 Kellogg Ill, Ron 
52 Klachko, Ryan 
44 Kreikemeier, Micah 
53 Kucera, Adam 
24 Kuzu, Murat 
Lindsay, Spencer 
75 Long, Chris 
41 Long, Jake 
61 Long, Spencer 
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HT 
5-9 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 


WT 
185 
215 
190 
200 
260 
220 
265 
210 
285 
255 
245 
200 
185 


HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL) 
Homewood, Ala. (Homewood) 
South Jordan, Utah (Bingham) 
Toledo, Ohio (Whitmer) 

Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 
Philadelphia, Pa. (Riverside CC) (Frankford) 
Gaithersburg, Md. (Quince Orchard) 
Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 

Keller, Texas (Keller) 

Kenner, La. (John Curtis) 

Battle Creek, Neb. (Battle Creek) 
Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Boulder, Colo. (Fairview) 

Ponca, Neb. (Ponca) 

Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

Boca Raton, Fla. (West Boca Raton) 
Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Gardena, Calif. (Junipero Serra) 
Plano, Texas (Plano Senior High) 
Elmwood, Neb. (Elmwood-Murdock) 
Bradenton, Fla. (Manatee) 

Jackson, S.C. (Chaffey College) (Silver Bluff) 
Wahoo, Neb. (Bishop Neumann) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Christian) 

Wahoo, Neb. (Bishop Neumann) 
Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
Maywood, Ill. (Proviso East) 

Ames, lowa (Ames) 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Omaha, Neb. (Wyoming) (Creighton Prep) 
Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) 

Keller, Texas (Fossil Ridge) 

Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 
Bridgeport, Neb. (Bridgeport) 
Wauneta, Neb, (Wauneta-Palisade) 
Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 
Moreno Valley, Calif. (Rancho Verde) 
Arlington, Texas (Juan Seguin) 
Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

Grand Island, Neb, (Grand Island) 
Elm Creek, Neb. (Elm Creek) 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 
Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 

San Antonio, Texas (Madison) 

San Antonio, Texas (Madison) 
Houston, Texas (Eisenhower) 
Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 
Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) 
Oakland, Neb. (Oakland-Craig) 
Lee's Summitt, Mo. (West) 

Lincoln, Neb. (Pius X) 

Fresno, Texas (Hightower) 

Roca, Neb. (Norris) 

Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 
Grenta, Neb. (Gretna) 


Miami, Fla, (Fort Scott (Kan.} CC) (Westlake Prep) 


Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 
Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart-Griffin) 
West Point, Neb. (Central Catholic) 
Litchfield, Neb. (Litchfield) 

Plano, Texas (Plano Senior) 

Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 

Blair, Neb, (Blair) 

Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 


NUMERICAL ROSTER 
Jackson, Harvey ... 
Bell, Antonio .... 
Green, Aaron.... 
Martinez, Taylor ... 
Stafford, Daimion. . 
Seisay, Mohammed 
Heard, Braylon. 
Mitchell, Josh.... 
Cooper, Corey... 
Marlowe, Tim.... 
Allen, Taariq 
Carter, Joseph 
Abdullah, Ameer . . 
Ankrah, Jason 
Broekemeier, Tyson 
Turner, Jamal 
Washington, Dijon. 
Green, Andrew .. 
Kellogg Il, Ron .... 
Osborne, Courtney 
Davie, Daniel .... 
Smith, PJ. ....... 
Marsh, Bronson. . 
Carnes, Brion 
Jean-Baptiste, Stanley 
Wade, Yusef 
Evans, Ciante.... 
Enunwa, Quincy... 
Marrow, Mike 
Richards, Wil 
Osborne, Steven... 
Burkhead, Rex 
Slaughter, Derek 
Kuzu, Murat 
Williams, Austin , 


Ridder, Anthony .. . 
Wullenwaber, Tyler 

Jameson, Seth... 

Foster, Derek 

Wynne Jr, Richard . 

Dean, Jase. 

Zimmerer, CJ. ... 

Milliken, Greg 

Meredith, Cameron 

Holt, Andrew 

Ridder, Eddie... . 

Bondi, Mauro 

Stoddard, Graham . 

Blatchford, Justin .. 

Pirman, Max 

Taylor, Zach 

Long, Jake 

Santos, David. 

Fisher, Sean ...-..... Bi bveav ewe 
Roach, Trevor 

Kreikemeier, Micah 

Whaley, Alonzo 

Burtch, Sam 

Martin, Eric 

Ashburn, Walker 

Okuyemi, Tobi 

Manninger, Matt... .... 
Chapek, Brandon.. 
Compton, Will 
Klachko, Ryan ... 
Moore, J.C. ...... 
Kucera, Adam 
Randle, Thaddeus. .... 
Hayes, Aaron 
Steinkuhler, Baker 


96 Maher, Brett P/PK 6-0 185 Sr Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 
92  Mangieri, PJ. LS 6-4 240 Sr. Peoria, Ill. (Dunlap) Pelini, Mark... .-.------- 
49 Manninger, Matt LB 6-1. 220 «Sr. = Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) Peat Jr., Todd ... 
6 Marlowe, Tim WR 5-10 175 Sr. Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) Sterup, Zach 
19 Marrow, Mike FB 6-2 250 Jr. Holland, Ohio (Eastern Michigan) (Central Catholic) Sailors, Will 
14 Marsh, Bronson QB 60 200 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) Starkebaum, Colby .. 
46 Martin, Eric DE 62 255 Sr. Moreno Valley, Calif. (Rancho Verde) Long, Spencer 
3 Martinez, Taylor QB 61 200 Jr. Corona, Calif. (Centennial) Uher, Jeff 
McCann, Mitch LB 6-1 225 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) bai Cole - 
89 McDermott, Conor TE 62 255 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) gare partes TEN. 
McMullen, Greg DE 65 255 Fr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) bare ste 
34 Meredith, Cameron DE 6-4 265 Sr. Huntington Beach, Calif, (Mater Dei) Criss, Sect vate 
32 Milliken, Greg CB 6-1 200 Fr. Wahoo, Neb. (Wahoo) 


5 Mitchell, Josh 
Moore, Alonzo 


52 Moore, J.C. Fremont, Neb. (Fremont) 

73 Moore, Tyler Clearwater, Fla, (Countryside) 5 n i 
Moss, Avery Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol) rae 

74 Moudy, Mike Castle Rock, Colo. (Douglas County) hisore Tyh sr 
Nabity, Graham Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) ~ 


Nelson, Jordan 
69 Nickens, Brodrick 
48 Okuyemi, Tobi 
12 Osborne, Courtney 
21. Osborne, Steven 
Painter, Robby 
57 Peat Jr., Todd 


Corona, Calif. (Eleanor Roosevelt) 
Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 


Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Alliance, Neb. (Alliance) 

Maple Grove, Minn. (Wayzata) 
Garland, Texas (South Garland) 
Garland, Texas (South Garland) 
Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 
Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol) 


Cotton, Jake............ 
Nickens, Brodrick 
Anderson, Kenny 


Moudy, Mike ... 
Long, Chris 

Qvale, Brent. . 
Choi, Seung Hoon 

Thompson, Brandon 
Bell, Kenny 
Cotton, Ben .... 
Barry, Robert ... 


56 Pelini, Mark . Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) Hyland, KC 

62 Pensick, Cole OL 62 275 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) Dixon, Taylor ... 

40 Pirman, Max LB 6-5 215 RFr. Orrville, Ohio (Orrville) Evans, Tyler 

66 Price, Givens OL 6-4 285 RFr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) McDermott, Conor....... 

76 Qvale, Brent OL 67 315 Jr. Williston, N.D. (Williston) Vestal, Donovan 

53 Randle, Thaddeus DT 6-17 300 Jr Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) Mangjeri, PJ. ......6.c-00eseeeees Ls 

25 Reed, Kyler TE 63 230 Sr. Shawnee, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) Williams, Kevin 

65 Reeves, Ryne OL 63 295 RFr Crete, Neb. (Crete) Gangwish, Jack 
Reilly, Brandon WR 6-2. 180 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) Maher, Brett 

19 Richards, Wil S 5-11 195 Jr Lee's Summit, Mo. (Lee's Summit West) Rome, Chase 

26 Ridder, Anthony CB 6-2 195 RFr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) Rotherham, Joseph 

36 Ridder, Eddie TE 66 230 RFr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Mount Michael Benedictine) Sutton, David 

43 Roach, Trevor LB 6-2 235 So. Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

63 Rodriguez, Andrew OL 66 325 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

97 Rome, Chase DT 6-3 285 So, Columbia, Mo, (Rock Bridge) 
Rose, Michael LB 6-0 230 Fr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) INCOMING FRESHMAN 

97 Rotherham, Joseph LS 6-0 220 RFr Green Bay, Wis. (Notre Dame de la Baie Academy) Afalava, Jared 

59 Sailors, Will OL 6-3 270 Rr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) Alexander, LeRoy. 

41 Santos, David LB 6-0 220 RF. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) Anderson, Zaire 

4  Seisay, Mohammed CB 62 200 Jr. Springfield, Va. (Eastern Arizona JC) (West Springfield) | Armstrong, Tommy 

Simpson, Brad LB 6-0 «©1195 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) Blum, Jared 

71 Sirles, Jeremiah OL 6-6 310 Jr. Lakewood, Colo, (Bear Creek) Brown, Thomas 

22 Slaughter, Derek LB 5-11 200 RFr. Pelham, Ala. (Pelham) Chvatal, Cole 

13. Smith, PJ. S 6-2 210 Sr RiverRidge, La. John Curtis) Collins, Carson 

3. Stafford, Daimion Ss 6-1 205 Sr Norco, Calif (Chaffey College) (Norco) Cotton, Sam 

59 Starkebaum, Colby LB 6-10. 220) sJr._~—s Sterling, Colo. (Sterling) Cross, Imani. 

55  Steinkuhler, Baker DT 66 290 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) Curry, Aaron 

57  Sterup, Zach OL 68 295 RFF. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) Dzuris, Ross 

38 Stoddard, Graham FB 62 235 Sr Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) Foltz, Sam 

98 Sutton, David TE 63 240 RFF. Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) Foster, Trey. 

40 Taylor, Zach IB 6-0 210 So. Lincoln, Neb, (Southeast) 

79 Thompson, Brandon OL 66 300 Sr. TheWoodlands, Texas (The Woodlands) Hoffman, Taylor 
Thurston, Paul OL 6-5 275 Fr. Avada, Colo, (Arvada West) Janovich, Andy. 

10 ‘Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 185 So. = Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) Johns, Garret. 

61 Uher, Jeff DT 6-7 280 So. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) Lindsay, Spencer 
Utter, Dylan OL 6-2 300 Fr. Papillion, Neb, (Papillion-LaVista) McCann, Mitch 
Valentine, Vincent DT 63 300 Fr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) McMullen, Greg 

91 Vestal, Donovan DE 65 260 So. Arlington, Texas (Bowie) Moore, Alonzo......... 

16 Wade, Yusef CB 5-10 185 So, Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) Moss, Avery 

10 Washington, Dijon S 60 185 Jr. Lawndale, Calif. (Leuzinger) Nabity, Graham 
Westerkamp, Jordan WR 62 195. Fr. Lombard, Ill. (Montini Catholic) Nelson, Jordan 

45 Whaley, Alonzo LB 6-1 230 Sr Madisonville, Texas (Madisonville) Painter, Robby 
Whitaker, Corey OL 65 270 Fr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) Reilly, Brandon. . 

24 Williams, Austin DB 60 200 $0. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) Rose, Michael... 

92 Williams, Kevin OT 62 270 RFr. Holland, Ohio (Springfield) Simpson, Brad .. 

26 Wullenwaber, Tyler WR 6-1 195 So. — Utica, Neb. (Centennial) Thurston, Paul 

30 Wynne Jr, Richard WR 5-9 175  RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) Utter, Dylan 

31 Zimmerer, CJ. FB 6-0 «230.=—s Jr. ~— Omaha, Neb. (Gross) Valentine, Vincent 


Westerkamp, Jordan 
Whitaker, Corey 


INCOMING FRESHMAN WERE NOT ASSIGNED NUMBERS AT PRESS TIME. 
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2012 Projected Nebraska Depth Chart’ 


OFFENSE (8 RETURNING STARTERS) 
KENNY BELL (SO.) 6-1, 185 
Tyler Evans (So.) 6-1, 200 
QUINCY ENUNWA (JR.) 6-2, 215 
Taarigq Allen (RFr.) 6-3, 200 
Tim Marlowe (Sr.) 

Jamal Turner (So.) 

Jeremiah Sirles (Jr.) 
ANDREW RODRIGUEZ UR.) 
SEUNG HOON CHOI (SR.) 
Ryne Reeves (RFr.) 


6-6, 310 
6-6, 325 
6-2, 295 
6-3, 295 
6-2, 275 
6-3, 280 
6-4, 305 
6-6, 300 


Cole Pensick (Jr.) 
Justin Jackson (Sr.) 
SPENCER LONG (JR.) 


Brandon Thompson (Sr.) 


Tyler Moore (So.) 
Brent Qvale (Sr.) 
BEN COTTON (SR.) 


6-6, 255 
Kyler Reed (Sr.) 6-3, 230 


[QB TAYLOR MARTINEZ (JR.) 6-1, 200 


Brion Carnes (So.) 6-1, 200 


[ie REX BURKHEAD (SR.) 5-11, 210 


Ameer Abdullah (So.) 5-9, 185 
[Fo Mike Marrow (Jr.) 6-2, 250 
CJ. Zimmerer (Jr.) 6-0, 230 
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DEFENSE (7 RETURNING STARTERS) 
CAMERON MEREDITH (SR.) 
Joseph Carter (Sr.) 
BAKER STEINKUHLER (SR.) 
Jay Guy (So.) 


6-6, 290 
6-1, 290 
6-3, 285 
6-1, 300 


Chase Rome (So.) 
Thad Randle (Jr.) 
JASON ANKRAH UR.) 6-4, 265 
Eric Martin (Sr.) 6-2, 255 
fis | WILL COMPTON (SR.) 6-2, 230 
Trevor Roach (So.) 6-2, 235 
Alonzo Whaley (Sr.) 6-1, 230 
David Santos (RFr.) 6-0, 220 


[iB Sean Fisher (Sr.) 6-6, 235 


Max Pirman (RFr.) 6-5, 215 


[cB ANDREW GREEN (JR.) 6-0, 195 


Stanley Jean-Baptiste (Jr.) 6-3, 215 


[ca Mohammed Seisay (Jr.) 6-2, 200 


CIANTE EVANS (JR.) 5-11, 185 


[Sem DAIMION STAFFORD (SR.) 6-1, 205 


Courtney Osborne (Sr.) 6-3, 200 
PJ. Smith (Sr.) 6-2, 210 
Corey Cooper (So.) 6-1, 210 


SAVE $37 


OFF NEWSSTAND PRICE 


DELIVER TO: (if different) 
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SPECIALISTS 


Brett Maher (Sr.) 6-0, 185 
Mauro Bondi (So.) 6-0, 200 


*Projected by Huskers Illustrated Staff 
RETURNING STARTERS IN BOLD, CAPS 
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2011 TEAM STATISTICS 


SCORING 
Points Per Game 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
RUSHING YARDAGE 
Yards gained rushing 
Yards lost rushing 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Average Per Game 
TDs Rushing 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-Att-Int 
Average Per Pass 
Average Per Catch 
Average Per Game 
TDs Passing 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
Total Plays 
Average Per Play 
Average Per Game 
KICK RETURNS: #-Yards 
PUNT RETURNS; #-Yards 
INT RETURNS: #-Yards 
KICK RETURN AVERAGE 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 
INT RETURN AVERAGE 
FUMBLES-LOST 
PENALTIES-Yards 
Average Per Game 
PUNTS-Yards 
Average Per Punt 
Net punt average 
TIME OF POSSESSION/Game 
3RD-DOWN Conversions 
3rd-Down Pct. 
4TH-DOWN Conversions 
4th-Down Pct 
SACKS BY-Yards 
MISC YARDS 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS 
ON-SIDE KICKS 
RED-ZONE SCORES 
RED-ZONE TOUCHDOWNS 
PAT-ATTEMPTS 
ATTENDANCE 
Games/Avg Per Game 
Neutral Site Games 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


NO AVG LONG FC IN20 


FIELD GOALS MADE ATT LG BLKD 


Maher, Brett 9 B 1 0 


Returning players in bold 


RUSHING 
Burkhead, R. 
Martinez, Taylor 
Abdullah, Ameer 
Heard, Braylon 
Green, Aaron 
Bell, Kenny 
Marlowe, Tim 
Legate, Tyler 
Jones, Austin 


PUNT RETURNS 


NO GAIN LOST NET AVG TD LONG 


GNM Nae wrve PoE BE 


ceouesoBeyxrsseRs 


611 3130 
515 2304 


NO 


NO 


YARDS 
107 


YARDS 


eceoscocoeoeeoesesceee sa New wo 


LONG 


™D 


1D 


eowioooocs = 


SACK 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


INTERCEPTIONS NO YARDS _1D LONG 


Cassidy, Austin 2 50 
David, Lavonte bie 2 
Smith, PJ. ; C) 
Meredith, Cameron 


DEFENSE UT AT TT TFLYD SAC INT-YDBU FR-YD FF BLK 
David, L. 65 68 133 13-64 55-46 22 2 20 
Compton, Will 39 43 7-18 058 - - 10 
Stafford,D. 46 34 05:7 - 10 
Cassidy, Austin 30 40 - 2:50 
Meredith,C. 27 31 5.0-34 1-1 

Green, Andrew 29 19 - 10 
Steinkuhler, B. 19 27 2.0-11 

Thorell, Lance 24 14 

Smith, PJ. 21:12 

Evans,Gante 17 16 

Dennard,A. 26 5 

Fisher, Sean 717 

Martin, Eric = 10 13 

Crick, Jared 7 10-1 

Moore, Terrence 6 10-2 1-10 
Ankrah, Jason 6 10-20 - 

Williams, Josh 5 


PEEEGE 
i i 


ne 


467 454 921 61-217 21-136 10-85 43 
Opponents 490 523 1013 88-250 21-99 8-68 42 
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2012 POSITIONPREVIEW SN QQ GQ 


OVERALL POSITION STRENGTH 


ammammenay «72/10 quarterbacks 


ONTHERISE 


The spring treated 
well. The sophomore 
back-up quarterback said the game 
slowed down for him. 

His main goal this off-season 
was learning how to better read 
defenses. “Knowing where to go 
with the ball” Carnes said. “And not 
just running plays but running the 
offense.’ 

He feels like he’s doing that now, 


getting plenty of opportunities 


during spring scrimmages to work 


with the top-unit offense while 


SPOTLIGHT coaches rested Martinez. 


Are you tired of it yet? 

Because, c’mon, they didn’t even talk this much about Fred 
Astaire’s footwork back in the day. 

But here in Nebraska, in the off-season of 2012, the discussion 
about Taylor Martinez’s feet played like grandfather’s broken record. 

Hey, such is spring, when little details become big headlines. 

That’s not to say this is a bad thing. Those details can matter 
plenty come the fourth quarter some Saturday in October. 

Now Husker fans are hoping all the talk of Martinez’s improved 
footwork in the passing game is more than just spring fluff. 

While Martinez’s unusual throwing motion will no doubt always 
come with critics, coaches and teammates alike have said the junior 
quarterback’s better footwork has helped his accuracy. 


As important as anything for 
Carnes has been keeping a positive 
attitude —- even when he’s not 
playing. “And if anything were to 
happen to Taylor, making sure that 


| was prepared to go in and lead 


the team,” Carnes said. 


“He can control his (lead) shoulder tight in his throws and he looks a lot 
more,” sophomore wide receiver Jamal better.” 


Better footwork also leads to better 


Turner said this spring. 


“There would be some times when timing between quarterback and 


he’d drop back and his footwork would 
be so bad that when he goes to throw 
his shoulder opens up so much that he’ll 


make bad passes. And now he’s more 


44 | JUNE/JULY, 2012 


receivers, said senior wideout Tim 
Marlowe. “Us as receivers, we have 
certain depths of our routes we’re 


supposed to get to,” he said. “And if he 


(Martinez) has his proper footwork and 


hits his throwing step at the right time, 
we'll be out of our breaks at the same 
time.” 

Martinez has completed 57.4 percent 
of his passes the past two seasons. 
That's not going to wow the masses. It’s 
not near as bad some make it out to be, 
either. 

Tommie Frazier was a 51.5-percent 
career passer at Nebraska. Heisman 
winner Eric Crouch completed 49.5 
percent of his throws. 

But Martinez is looking to gain 
consistency, hoping the off-season work 
will help him avoid games like the 
Wisconsin loss in 2011, in which he 
threw three interceptions in less than 10 
minutes. 

Last year, of course, was Martinez’s 
first under the direction of Tim Beck as 
offensive coordinator. Because of that, 
Beck said coaches weren't able to spend 
as much time on some detail items, the 
emphasis instead placed on just figuring 
out how to function in a respectable 
manner in his new system. 

While Beck felt as if coaches and 
players were “chasing their own tail” 
at times in 2011, he thinks being in the 


second year of his offense allows him 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
Armstrong, Tommy QB 6-2 

9  Broekemeier, Tyson QB 6-1 
15 ~— Carnes, Brion QB 6-1 
Fyfe, Ryker QB 6-3 

12. Kellogg Ill, Ron QB 6-1 
14 Marsh, Bronson QB 6-0 
3 Martinez, Taylor QB 6-1 


That's the number of 
starts Taylor Martinez 
has made the past 
two seasons. The 
team is 17-8 in those 
games. 


and Martinez to focus on the nuances of 
the position. 

“Tt’s just little things here and there 
with him,” Beck said. “Anytime you 
build a foundation ... it’s from the inside 
out. You can’t build a foundation from 
the outside in. So it was a lot more 
about how to play the position (last 
year), how to manage the game, be a 
leader, communicate, those type of 
things. And I thought he made a lot of 
strides in that area. 

“And I think for the most part he 
made pretty good decisions most of the 
year. Now you work on that other part. 
Now you’re out of the foundation and 
you're building the walls and the roof 
and those other things ... and I think he 
recognizes it.” 

Martinez must. Because while 
coaches say back-up Brion Carnes has 
improved, it was clear there was no 
quarterback horse race this off-season. 

This is Martinez’s team. 

“You can just see Taylor has a lot of 
confidence, and it kind of rubs on us,” 
said right guard Spencer Long. 

Where will this offense go in 2012? 
Quite possibly wherever Martinez’s feet 


will take it. 


Wt. Yr. Hometown 

210 Fr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 

185 RFr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

200 So. Bradenton, Fla. (Manatee) 

195 Fr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 
210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

200 RFr. | Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) 

200 Jr. Corona, Calif. (Centennial) 
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+ Moments after the Capital One Bowl 
loss to South Carolina, Taylor Martinez 
told reporters he'd be disappointed if 
this team wasn't playing for a national 
championship in 2012. The quarterback 
repeated that goal during interviews in 
the spring. “| think every player needs to 
have high goals, and if a player doesn't 
have high goals to play for a national 
championship, they shouldn't play 
football,” Martinez said. “That's what | 
think? 


Martinez spent some of his spring break 
back in California, working on his footwork 
with quarterback coaching guru Steve 
Calhoun, owner of the company “Armed 
and Dangerous Football;’ which offers 
instruction in both quarterback and 
receiver fundamentals. He has lent his 
input to various California high schools 
and FBS-level quarterbacks. 


+ Not all that different from a golfer trying 
to tinker with his swing, Martinez said 
changes to a quarterback’s footwork feels 
odd at first. "But once you get used to it 
you'll be pretty good at it,” he said. 


+ Ballyhooed recruit TOMMY ARMSTRONG 
(above) was to arrive this summer, adding 
another body to the quarterback room. 
While he'll have much to learn before he 
can challenge for playing time, he arrives 
knowing how to win. At Cibolo (Texas) 
Steele High School, he once helped his 
team win 28 straight games, the offense 
averaging 402 yards per game in those 
wins. 


— Brian Christopherson 
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JR - 6-1 - 200 - CORONA, CALIF. 
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$0 - 6-1 - 200 - BRADENTON, FLA. 
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7 running backs 


SPOTLIGHT ——— — 

A man in York, Neb., made national headlines in May when he 
changed his legal name to Tyrannosaurus Rex. 

Is it too far-fetched to think a Nebraskan had finally taken his 
admiration for Rex Burkhead to the extreme? OK, maybe No. 22 
had nothing to do with that oddity. Maybe, we say. 

But as Burkhead heads into his senior season, it’s hard to think of 
many, if any Huskers, so beloved as he. 

So what does Burkhead have in store for his final act? 

Coming off an All-Big Ten season in which he carried the ball 284 
times, just two rushes shy of a school record for a season, coaches 
were wise to limit Burkhead’s contact during the spring, giving him 
limited or no action in key scrimmages. 

“T know what Rex brings to the table,” Bo Pelini said after one of 
those scrimmages. 


Bo also said this: “I think 
we're going to be able to take 


transferred after the spring, 

suddenly adding at least a small 

a significant amount off his question mark to the running 

shoulders.” Pelini said this after back position heading into the 

praising Ameer Abdullah and fall. 

Aaron Green for their progress. Certainly Abdullah will take 
The only problem? Green on much more responsibility 
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Though they competed for playing 
time, Ameer Abdullah and Aaron 
Green have been very close friends. 
"He's like my brother,’ Abdullah said. 

But with Green transferring, it 
no doubt will provide even more 
playing time than previously 
expected for the 5-foot-9, 185-pound 
running back. 

Last year Abdullah carried the ball 
42 times. A big smile comes to his 
face when talk turns to him having 
an expanded role in 2012. 

But he also says he'll do whatever 
is asked of him, which will probably 
also include returning punts and 
kickoffs as he did last season. 

“Whatever happens, happens,’ 
Abdullah said. “If my name is called, 
hopefully | can just produce.” 

The most intriguing back in 
Nebraska's backfield this season may 
be 6-2, 250-pound Mike Marrow. 

Marrow’s a junior but hasn't 
played footballin three years after 
transferring a couple times and 
sitting out last season in Lincoln. 

But the big man is making a 
strong push for the starting fullback 
job — battling it out with junior CJ. 
Zimmerer — and may also be used as 
arunning back in certain situations. 

“He's worked at it hard’ running 
backs coach Ron Brown said. “He's 
gotten himself in shape. | think that 
was the main thing last year. He 
came in, he wasn't at the weight 
he needed to be at, and he really 
worked hard to get himself to (250) 
pounds." 

And once he fully learns that 
fullback position? 

“| think he'll be a pretty 
devastating player,said Brown. 


2012POSITION PREVIEW 


That's how many times 
Burkhead has rushed for 
more than 100 yards in 
his career. Seven of those 
came last season, and 
more impressively, five of 
those came in conference 
play. But despite all his carries the one barrier Burkhead is yet to 
cross is a 200-yard rushing performance at Nebraska. His career 
best is 170 against Wyoming. 
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WORTH NOTING 


+ While coaches limited Rex Burkhead’s 
activity in spring scrimmages, you can 
be sure the running back would have 
preferred to have been out there. “With 
Rex it's hard, because he wants to be out 
there all the time,” coach Bo Pelini said. 


+ AMEER ABDULLAH (pictured) has 
worked hard this off-season to cure some 
fumble issues that crept into his freshman 
season at Nebraska. The most costly one 


than during his freshman season. rushing yards (4.8 yards per came inside South Carolina's 10-yard line 
And if he can shake his fumble carry) last year. in the bowl game. Prior to the fumble, 
issues, he seems quite capable as “T don’t think that any of Nebraska was closing in on a two-score 
a back-up. us thought Rex would be able lead and taking control of the game. “If | 
B h d hes ike ke Toad that he dia didn't fumble, we probably would have 
ure ese days, Coac on 1Ke to Caney the load that he did, had the ‘big mo; probably would have won 
having at least three reliable running backs coach Ron Brown that game,” Abdullah said this spring. “But 
backs in their stable. Can big said. you know, that game is over. | can’t just 
back Mike Marrow step into that = Now, with Braylon Heard keep thinking, ‘What if? What if? Because, 
...'ve gota lot of head.” 
third spot? How about incoming moved to defensive back and SET Ents TS aR 
freshman Imani Cross? Green elsewhere, you can’t + With Aaron Green no longer in the Husker 
The only certainty, it seems, is help but wonder if that load : pit acne hac HEN 
s : , or 6-1, 220-pound Imani Cross to see the 
that Burkhead will continue to on Burkhead’s shoulders might 
: aig : field as a true freshman. Of course, there 
grind out yards. He had 1,357 weigh just as much in 2012. are many factors at play there, and Cross 
will have to figure things out in a hurry 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. | Hometown when he arrives this summer. 
Cross, Imani RB 6-1 220 Fr. Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) Si hha chach fon Broun sald 6% 
24 ~~ Kuzu, Murat RB 5-11 195 RFr. Plano, Texas (Plano Senior) : 9 teas 
Nabity, Graham RB 6-1 205 Fr. ~~ Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) important that Cross arrives in Lincoln 
Nelson, Jordan RB 5-8 175 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) with the mindset that he’s going to play 
8 Abdullah, Ameer IB 5-9 185 So. | Homewood, Ala. (Homewood) right away. At the very least, he'll show up 
22 Burkhead, Rex IB 5-11 210 Sr. Plano, Texas (Plano Senior High) looking the part."Imani’s a very physically 
2 Green, Aaron IB 5-11 190 So. San Antonio, Texas (Madison) developed Ri AN id 
40 Taylor, Zach IB 6-0 210 So. _ Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) EVELOP EO NIG RIQUO SAI 
Collins, Carson FB 5-10 220 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
Janovich, Andy FB 6-1 215 Fr. Grenta, Neb. (Gretna) 
19 Marrow, Mike FB 6-2 250 Jr. Holland, Ohio (E. Michigan) (C. Catholic) — Brian Christopherson 
38 Stoddard, Graham FB 6-2 235 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
31 Zimmerer, C.J. FB 6-0 230 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Gross) 
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Burkhead wants to be on the field, a fact 
reflected in his 284 carries last season, the 
second-most in school history. Even during 
practice giving him a rest can be difficult 
“because he wants to be out there all the 
time,” coach Bo Pelini said in the spring. “He's 


on” 


a ‘war daddy, ” said running backs coach Ron 


Brown. “He takes it very seriously, running that 
football, and does a great job of it.” Burkhead 
rushed for 1,357 yards and 15 touchdowns last 
season and scored at least one touchdown in 
10 consecutive games to tie a school record. 
He earned first-team All-Big Ten and Academic 
All-America recognition. 
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Despite his size, “| was very impressed with 
the way he ran the ball inside at the end of 
the year,” running backs coach Ron Brown 
said of Abdullah. “He rode it up in there on 
a few occasions. He’s a tough kid.” Abdullah 
finished the season slightly ahead of fellow 


freshmen Braylon Heard, who was moved to 
cornerback in the spring, and Aaron Green, 
who has since transferred. Abdullah ranked 
ninth nationally in kickoff-return average, 
setting a school record with 211 return yards 
against Fresno State. 
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The son of offensive grad assistant Vince 
Marrow is ready to step in following a redshirt 
season. His focus in the spring was fullback, 
where there’s a lot to learn. And he’s still 
learning. He also can play I-back, “particularly 


in thump-type situations, short-yards kind 
of thing, and he'll create his own holes,’ said 
running backs coach Ron Brown. The bottom 
line, “he’s just a big, physical guy,’ Brown said. 
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Zimmerer “has the most knowledge of the 
position (fullback),’ said running backs coach 


Ron Brown. “C.J. is a dependable guy in a 
lot of ways.” His problem has been injuries. 
He’s gained weight and played 10 pounds 


heavier than his listed weight during the 
spring, according to Brown. Zimmerer has 
contributed on special teams the past two 
seasons and was an Academic All-Big Ten 
honoree. 
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A Free Clinic offering Medical, Dental, Physical Therapy, 


Chiropractic, Mental Health and Vision Services. 
Thanks to our sponsors, donors and volunteers for all their help. 


We are supported by our community and we support the Huskers! 
To learn more visit 
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ClinicwithaHeart 


402-421-2924 


Southwest 


Family 
Where Families Are Our Focus 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 
7:00 am.— 4:45 p.m. 


CARENOW 
7:00 — 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 — 4:45 p.m. 


Established patients are able to utilize our 
(L to R) Robert B. Rhodes, MD, FAAFP « Pamela Dickey, PA-C » Eric M. Johnson, MD CARENOW times for acute minor illnesses. 


Helping You Create a Healthier Lifestyle 


1240 Aries Drive © Lincoln, NE 68512 e 402.420.1300 
southwestfamilyhealth.org 


The Physician Network 
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ONTHERISE  __ _ 

TAARIQ ALLEN is in much the 
same position Kenny Bell was a year 
ago: Unproven in game action, but 
likely carrying some confidence after 
making waves on the scout team the 
previous fall. 

The 6-foot-3, 200-pound Allen will 
face an uphill climb trying to beat 
out some of his more experienced 
teammates for snaps this fall. But 
given the fact that coaches gave 
thought to playing him as a true 
freshman, it shouldn't surprise if he 
steps in to make a play or two this 
fall. 

Another name to know: Tyler 
Wullenwaber. Say that five times 
fast. The 6-1, 195-pound sophomore 
walk-on from Utica, Neb,, is said to 
be the fastest player on the team, 
ee | running the 40 in 4.4 seconds. 
Wullenwaber has caught the 


SPOTLIGHT coaches’ attention. 
It was the sort of rookie season most any Husker would gladly “He's really shown (the ability) 
accept. to get lined up, understand what's 
Kenny Bell became both a go-to receiver for Nebraska and a go-to going on. And he's making plays 
quote for the media during his redshirted freshman campaign. He this spring,’ receivers coach Rich 
led the team in catches (32) and yards (416), with eight of those Fisher said. “I told him the other day, 
catches covering at least 20 yards. ‘You know, you're starting to make 
And, for kicks, he threw in an 82-yard touchdown run against a name for yourself, and the reason 
Minnesota on a reverse, in which he showed off not just his speed you're making a name for yourself is 
but also that a second career might await him as a tight-roper. because you're showing up on tape: 
Yet when reporters caught up with Bell this spring, he was “When you show it on tape, that’s 
reflecting on other things, the imperfections, those things he needs to your résumé. When it shows up on 
do to take the next step. tape, that gives us the confidence 
Among the things that annoyed him Among some of the names competing that WE Can FUREY CR NCE ce 
from 2011: Too many drops. “Those for playing time along with Bell are on that field and YOURE RS 
things still eat at me to this day. Ball Jamal Turner, Quincy Enunwa, Tim 
security is definitely one thing (to Marlowe and Taariq Allen. Of those 
improve), and then physicality. Presence names, only Marlowe is a senior. And 
on the perimeter,” he said. all except Allen, who is a redshirted 
Bell leads the way in what -- on freshman, are now familiar to life on 
paper, at least -- seems one of the more college football’s biggest stage. 
talented receiving corps Nebraska has For whatever promise they showed 
had in some time. last year, Nebraska’s receivers are 
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upbeat that bigger and better moments 
are yet to come. 

“Last year at this time, I hadn’t had 
any reps in a college football game,” 
Bell said. “The difference is night and 
day. Everything has slowed down.” 

Bell’s fellow sophomore Turner says 
much the same things. 

Turner will be a popular subject this 
fall. He was last fall - even when he 
wasn’t playing. 

Husker fans have been enamored 
with the gregarious receiver ever since 
he dazzled in the spring game a year 
ago, flipping into the end zone after one 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
7 Allen, Taariq WR 6-3 
80 Bell, Kenny WR 6-1 
46 Burtch, Sam WR 6-3 

Chvatal, Cole WR 5-11 
87 Dixon, Taylor WR 5-11 
18 Enunwa, Quincy WR 6-2 
88 Evans, Tyler WR 6-1 
85 Hyland, KC WR 6-6 
6 Marlowe, Tim WR 5-10 
21 Osborne, Steven WR 6-4 

Reilly, Brandon WR 6-2 
10 Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 

Westerkamp, Jordan WR 6-2 
26 Wullenwaber, Tyler WR 6-1 
30 Wynne Jr., Richard WR 5-9 


That's how many of 
Kenny Bell's 32 catches 
last season came in Big 
Ten play. 


touchdown. 

Turner went on to be a factor early 
in the 2011 season. He led the team in 
receptions after the Wisconsin game, 
where he saw a lot of snaps. 

But after that, Turner saw his playing 
time dwindle. Fans wondered why. But 
Turner has been quite open in saying 
the reason was him. He said he wasn’t 
working hard enough in practice and 
doing the little things that needed doing. 

But there was a spring in his step this 
off-season. He now feels he has a better 
understanding of what’s expected of 
him. He was also seeing a lot of snaps 
this spring at the ‘Z’ receiver position, 
which is on the field more than the ‘A’ 
position (slot receiver) he played last 
year.” 

Turner also knows after last season 
that nothing is given. 

“Stay humble and go out and fight 
every day,” Turner said. “Every practice 
is like a game. You can’t get complacent 
and just go, ‘I’m with the Is. I can chill.’ 
No, you gotta go hard because there’s 
another guy right behind you fighting 
for the same position you're at.” 


Wt. Yr. Hometown 

200 RFr. Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 
185 So. Boulder, Colo. (Fairview) 

190 RFr. — Elmwood, Neb. (Elmwood-Murdock) 
175 Fr. Wahoo, Neb. (Bishop Neumann) 
195 Sr. Wauneta, Neb. (Wauneta-Palisade) 
215 Jr. Moreno Valley, Calif. (Rancho Verde) 
200 So, Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

215 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Pius X) 

175 Sr. Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) 
210 Sr. Garland, Texas (South Garland) 

180 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

185 So. Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 

195 Fr. Lombard, III. (Montini Catholic) 

195 So. Utica, Neb. (Centennial) 

175 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
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+ One reason TIM MARLOWE has been 
able to win playing time over some of 
his peers? The senior from Youngstown, 
Ohio, knows the playbook inside and out. 
“We call him The Professor because he is 
like another coach in the room,’ receivers 
coach Rich Fisher said. “He understands 
all the receiver positions. He has a great 
grasp of the offense. He understands his 


assignments. He understands his roles.” 


Recent signee Jordan Westerkamp arrives 
on campus this summer. Whether he 

can make the field as a true freshman 

as Jamal Turner did last year remains to 

be seen. But his high school statistics 
jump off the page. Westerkamp had 231 
career receptions at Lombard ((IIl.) Montini 
Catholic School, including 11 in the state 
championship game his senior year. “You 
could see it when he was growing up,’ said 
his high school coach Chris Andriano. "He 
always had a football in his hands, playing 
catch. You could tell when he was in youth 


football he was going to be special.” 


— Brian Christopherson 
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Enunwa “takes a lot of pride in being a big, 
physical guy,’ according to receivers coach 
Rich Fisher. Teammate, and former roommate, 
Kenny Bell, puts it differently. “He looks like 
he’s built of marble, doesn’t he? He is solid, 
absolutely,’ Bell said. And he puts his size and 


strength to good use. “Honestly, | don’t know 
what makes Quincy Enunwa tick, but that kid 
has a fire on game day that I've never seen,’ 
said Bell.“He’s a quiet guy, but when he straps 
it on, he comes to play.’ 
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Offensive coordinator Tim Beck has 
described Allen as a “Quincy Enunwa-type 
player, very smooth, fast, strong, big guy, has 
really good hands.” He also “kind of has a get- 
it factor playing wide receiver,” said Beck. “He 


kind of understands how to play the position.” 
Allen certainly understands what receivers 
coach Rich Fisher expects, having played for 
Fisher at The Rivers School in Weston, Mass. 
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SPOTLIGHT - 

Kyler Reed has already proven what a headache he can be to a 
defense when he’s healthy. One of the best pictures of that was the 
night in Manhattan, Kan., two years ago, when Reed ran away from 
Kansas State defensive backs after coming to almost a complete stop 
to catch an underthrown pass. 

The result: A 79-yard touchdown and a shining example of why 
his teammates give him the nickname of “Speed.” 

A tight end who can run away from guys in the secondary? That’s 
almost unfair. 

The bad news for Nebraska fans is Reed didn’t get to do much of 
that in 2011. One of the main reasons for that: He was never totally 
healthy. 


The good news? He now says he’s last year, with his lone touchdown not 
fully recovered, the best he’s been since coming until the Iowa game. 
fall camp last year. You won't hear Reed complaining 
Reed had big expectations last season _—_ about that. He’s never been one to gripe 
after catching 22 passes and eight about getting the football. 
And the 6-foot-3, 230-pound Reed 


didn’t draw attention to his injuries last 


touchdowns as a sophomore in 2010. 


But Reed’s catch total slipped to 15 
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While Reed and Cotton are the 
headliners, junior JAI isnot 
to be forgotten. 

The twin brother of starting right 
guard Spencer Long saw critical 
snaps last season as both Reed and 
Cotton (shoulder injury against Penn 
State) battled injuries. 

The Elkhorn, Neb., High School 
grad played in every game last 
season, even making two starts. 
While he primarily has been a 
blocker in power sets — not catching 
a pass in 2011 - coaches have shown 
a confidence in putting Long on the 
field in key situations. 

Expect his playing time to increase 
in 2012. Any gained experience is 
welcome because next year, when 


Reed and Cotton depart, he could be 


the leader at the tight end spot. 


That's the number of Cottons now in the 
Husker program. Offensive line coach Barney 
Cotton will have three boys on the team this 
year — Ben, Jake (offensive line) and incoming 
true freshman Sam (tight end).“We couldn't 
be happier as an entire family,’ Ben said."We 
basically have our entire extended family 
here (in Nebraska). We couldn't ask for a 


better situation. We've been blessed by God.” 


season, either. 


But when asked about it this spring, 
he admitted he was bogged down with 
injuries basically from the outset of the 
2011 campaign. And then about the 
time he felt healthy again, he suffered 
another hamstring injury against Ohio 
State that slowed him the rest of the 
season, 

Given that, the off-season was 
welcome. Combine a healthy Reed with 
fellow senior Ben Cotton and Nebraska 
has a 1-2 combination that makes its 
tight end situation look very good on 
paper. 

While Cotton is perhaps thought 
more of as a blocker and Reed as a 
receiver, Reed has been working hard 
this off-season to not be typecast as just 
a one-trick pony. 


“T’ve always been a receiver in high 


No. Name Pos, Ht. 
82 Barry, Robert TE 6-8 
81 Cotton, Ben TE 6-6 

Cotton, Sam TE 6-4 

Foster, Trey TE 6-2 
41 Long, Jake TE 6-4 
89 McDermott, Conor TE 6-2 
25 Reed, Kyler ie 6-3 
36 Ridder, Eddie TE 6-6 
98 Sutton, David TE 6-3 


school so route-running was what I did 
best,” Reed said this spring. “I’ve just 
been working on my point-of-attack 
blocking, so Ben doesn’t have to come 
in when we block. I can stay in. I’m 
trying to be more all-around than just a 
receiving tight end.” 

Reed points out that Nebraska used 
more two tight-end sets in 2010 than 
it did last year. He thinks you could 
see the Huskers show more of that 
this season. Cotton and Reed have a 
combined 44 starts between them during 
their careers. 

“Just to switch up and give a lot of 
different looks to the defense,” Reed 
said. “We have a lot of potential. Ben 
and I, we’ve been here for four years 


going on our fifth, so we know the 


offense.” 

Wt. Yr. Hometown 

245 Jr. Battle Creek, Neb, (Battle Creek) 
255 Sr. Ames, lowa (Ames) 

240 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

230 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

245 Jr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

255 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
230 Sr. Shawnee, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
230 RFr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Mt. Michael Benedictine) 
240 RFr. —_ Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) 
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+ Let it not be forgotten that New England 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick was in 
Lincoln for a full day this spring when 
he spoke at the annual coaches clinic. If 
there’s any team that has shown a knack 
for knowing how to use tight ends, it’s 
Belichick’s Patriots, who have made major 
weapons out of Aaron Hernandez and Rob 
Gronkowski at the position. 


“It just happens that (the Patriots) have 
two tight ends, kind of like we have,” 
Husker senior Kyler Reed said this spring. 
“They've got the big guy, Rob Gronkowski, 
and then they've got Hernandez, the 
smaller guy catching a lot of balls. That’s 
kind of how we are. BEN’S (COTTON) big. 
I'm small and with more speed. They've 
got a little more production than we do, 
but we're learning new things and how we 
can use Ben and | to be as productive as 
possible.” 


Will Husker coaches take Reed off the line 
at all this fall and line him up as a wide 
receiver to try to take advantage of the 
match-up issues he creates? Reed wasn't 
going to unveil those secrets, only saying, 
“I'd like to see myself be able to split out a 
little bit.” 


. 


While Taylor Martinez and the tight ends 
didn’t hook up for a ton of receptions 

last year (29 combined catches and one 
touchdown by Reed and Cotton), it seems 
the tight ends have a strong relationship 
with their quarterback. Cotton praised 
Martinez’s calm demeanor and leadership 
of the offense this spring. “He obviously 
raises his voice when he needs to get plays 
called,’ Cotton said. “But | would say he's 
very in-control. Guys know to listen to 
him. When he decides to change things 
at the line of scrimmage, we trust his best 
instinct.’ 


— Brian Christopherson 
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OVERALL POSITION STRENGTH 


amen 7/7/9710 offensive line 


SPOTLIGHT _ 


Three starters are gone from Nebraska’s offensive line of last year, 
including the center and both tackles. Sounds bleak if you just read 


that sentence, doesn’t it? 


But this Husker line in 2012 isn’t exactly green, as returning right 


guard Spencer Long will tell you. 


“A lot of people say that we’re a young group,” Long said this 
spring. “But we really have all been there at least a few times, and 
we all know what it takes, and what it’s like and how much effort it 
takes every day. I see that from everyone. This spring, no one’s really 
complained. No one’s ever felt sorry for themselves. And we’ve all 
busted our asses to work harder and become better as a unit, too.” 


Long was a pleasant surprise last 
season, stepping into the starting right 
guard role after not playing one snap 
previously in his Husker career. 

The junior from Elkhorn, Neb., more 
than held his own. Now he enters 2012 
one of the leaders of the line, probably 
the most proven of anyone. 

Now, who else is ready to step up? 

Seung Hoon Choi figures to be the 
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leading candidate for the left guard job. 
Choi performed well enough near the 
end of the 2011 season that coaches felt 
comfortable moving Andrew Rodriguez 
to tackle. 

Rodriguez may have the greatest 
potential of any of the linemen but 
will need to harness it as he battles for 
playing time with veteran Jeremiah 


Sirles at right tackle. 


ONTHERISE 
Redshirted freshman 
, of Crete, Neb., is aname to 
watch. He may not be a favorite to 
start right off the bat, but he’s made 
a strong impression after making the 
move from center to guard. 

Senior Justin Jackson also hada 
productive off-season after switching 
from defensive tackle to center prior 
to his final year as a Husker. 

While junior Cole Pensick seems 
to lead the race at the position, the 
walk-on Jackson is described as“a 
bulldog” on the field by assistant 
offensive line coach John Garrison. 

Sometimes Jackson is almost too 
intense for his own good, Garrison 
said. “That's something | appreciate, 
but that’s something I've talked 
to him about that he's got to work 
on alittle bit. To understand and 
comprehend, you've got to stop 
seeing red” 

While he'll face a challenge to 
beat out Pensick, Jackson doesn't 
seem to be regretting his position 
switch at all.| decided to walk on 
at the University of Nebraska to 
chase a dream, and to play football,’ 
he said. "I'll go wherever the best 
opportunity is. I've played since I've 
been here but I haven't played as 
much as I'd like. And at the end of 
the day, what's it going to hurt to try 
something new?” 
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That's the number of yards 
Nebraska’s offense had in the 
last 25 minutes of the bowl 
game against South Carolina. 


Moving Rodriguez to tackle was not 


a punishment for poor play or effort, 
coaches said this spring. 

“We want to check guys’ versatility, 
but we also want to see who are our 
best five guys and how do we get them 
on the field at the right time?” said 
offensive line coach Barney Cotton. 

Sophomore Tyler Moore figures to 
be the leading candidate at left tackle. 
After dipping his toes in the water last 
year as a freshman, even starting all the 
non-conference games, the 305-pound 
Moore is looking to have a much bigger 
impact in 2012. 

“He’s much more of a veteran than 


The Huskers almost had 
as many penalties (8) and 


an impressive first half. 


him a young guy. He’s a young guy age- 
wise but not experience-wise.” 

As critical as anyone to this line’s 
success will be Cole Pensick, the junior 
who is likely to replace Mike Caputo at 
center. 

Pensick has barely played during 
his time at Nebraska. But he’s been 
prepping for this moment since he got 
here. 

At 6-1, 280 pounds, Pensick’s stature 
isn’t much different from Caputo’s. 
Short but strong, ready to get after 
someone, Pensick assured this spring. 

“T feel I’ve proven myself and feel 
I’m ready to take over and show what I 


melted down up front after 


WORTH NOTING 


+ SEUNG HOON CHOI leaves no doubt 
where he feels most at home - the weight 
room. “Lifting’s always my thing,’ Choi said. 
“| love lifting. | think | could just spend all 
day just hanging out and lifting, being 


with athletes.” 


During the spring, Choi was benching 


a max of 456 pounds, which put him in 


you’d think a true sophomore would got,” he said. 
be,” Cotton said. “We don’t consider a dead heat for the team lead with Cole 
Pensick. “Cole's a really strong guy. We 
No. Name ¢ Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown compete,” Choi said. “We always try to give 
92 Mangieri, PJ. LS 6-4 240 Sr. Peoria, Ill. (Dunlap) 
97 Rotherham, Joseph LS 6-0 220 RFr. Green Bay, Wis. (Notre Dame de la Baie Academy) crap to each other when we max out and 
70 Ash, Nick OL 6-5 285 Jr. Keller, Texas (Keller) 
51 Chapek, Brandon OL 6-5 310 Jr. Wahoo, Neb. (Bishop Neumann) stuff" 
77 Choi, Seung Hoon OL 6-2 295 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Christian) 
68 Cotton, Jake OL 6-6 295 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) + Speaking of Pensick’s strength, offensive 
67 Criss, Scott OL 6-3 280 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Wyoming) (Creighton Prep) 
54 Hayes, Aaron OL 6-3 265 RFr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) line coach John Garrison said this spring 
72 Jackson, Justin OL 6-3 280 Sr. Roca, Neb. (Norris) . 
Johns, Garret OL 6-1 275 Fr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) the Lincoln Northeast qrad fas proved 
52. Klachko, Ryan OL 6-4 300 RFr. Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart-Griffin) the most impressive when the linemen 
53 Kucera, Adam OL 6-6 300 RFr. Litchfield, Neb. (Litchfield) 
75 Long, Chris OL 6-4 280 RFr. Blair, Neb. (Blair) compete in the “Ram” drill, a one-on-one 
61 Long, Spencer OL 6-4 305 Jr. Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) vy : 
73 Moore, Tyler OL 6-6 300 So. Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside) Collision of muscle and will between 
74 Moudy, Mike OL 6-5 305 So. Castle Rock, Colo. (Douglas County) teammates. “There's no hiding in that drill)” 
69 Nickens, Brodrick OL 6-5 305 Jr. Alliance, Neb. (Alliance) 
Painter, Robby OL 6-6 270 Fr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) Garrison said. And Pensick doesn't hide. 
56 __—~Pelini, Mark OL 6-0 285 So. Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) re ’ 
62 _Pensick, Cole OL 62 275 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) He usually wins. "He's strong and he's got 
66 Price, Givens OL 6-4 285 RFr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) Wee " ; : 
76 Qvale, Brent OL 67 315 Jr Williston, N.D. (Williston) RESET Ie HOVeIaS: SMT IO 
65 Reeves, Ryne OL 6-3 295 RFr. Crete, Neb. (Crete) "He's not the tallest guy in the world, but 
63 Rodriguez, Andrew OL 6-6 325 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 
59 Sailors, Will OL 63 270 RF. __Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) he’s able to play low. He moves his feet 
71 Sirles, Jeremiah OL 6-6 310 Jr. Lakewood, Colo. (Bear Creek) well” 
57 Sterup, Zach OL 6-8 295 RFr. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) : 
79 Thompson, Brandon OL 6-6 300 Sr. The Woodlands, Texas (The Woodlands) 
Thurston, Paul OL 6-5 275 Fr. Avada, Colo. (Arvada West) - Brian Christopherson 
Utter, Dylan OL 6-2 300 Fr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 


Whitaker, Corey OL 6-5 270 Fr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) JUNE/JULY, 2012 | 71 
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Offensive line coach Barney Cotton has 
nicknamed Choi “turtle.” The walk-on who 
didn’t start playing football until the eighth 
grade “is just a guy that keeps plugging 
away at everything he does, and eventually, 
if you have that attitude in everything you 


do, pretty good things are going to happen 


to you.” Good things such as six starts at left 
guard last season. Choi is strong. He's also 
“humble with the whole thing, and taking 
everything in,’ said teammate Jeremiah Sirles. 
“He takes every piece of knowledge he can 
get.” Offensive line coach John Garrison has 
called Choi the Huskers’ best pass blocker. 


JR - 6-6 - 300 - CLEARWATER, FLA. 
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Rodriguez played in five games as a true 
freshman, enough to earn a letter. He was 
the ninth true freshman offensive lineman at 
Nebraska to letter. “It’s hard to believe that 
he’s a junior,’ said offensive line coach John 
Garrison. “It feels like as a coach that he’s a 
freshman going into his sophomore year. But 


Tj 


the (eligibility) clock is definitely clicking’ 
Rodriguez started seven games at left guard 
last season but was bothered by injuries. 
He got a look at tackle during the spring. “I 
like where he's at physically,’ Garrison said. “I 
don't see any hint of injury out there.” 
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Qvale might have played as a true 
freshman if not for a shoulder injury. He has 
been a back-up the past two seasons, playing 
in every game but one. He can play both 
guard and tackle. “He's a very gifted athlete. 


He's a big body. He moves really well,’ said 
offensive line coach John Garrison. He's also 
“one of those happy-go-lucky guys,’ Garrison 
said. Until the ball is snapped, anyway. 
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Cotton began his Husker career on the 
defensive line. He played in three games 
last season before being sidelined by a 
knee injury. He’s coached now by his dad. 
“Everybody knows he’s my son, but | have to 


treat him like he’s one of the other linemen 
in the room,’ said Barney Cotton. “I’m proud 
of him because he’s got a good heart, and he 
likes to play hard.” 
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Thompson has battled injuries throughout 
his Husker career. He can play guard as well 
as tackle. “He's a utility guy,’ offensive line 
coach John Garrison said. “He can really do 
both, and do them pretty well. It’s always a 


. wise 


benefit to have a guy like that.” Thompson 
is “kind of a quiet guy, which is not a bad 
thing,’ said Garrison. But “he’s going to speak 
up when he needs to.” 
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Reeves is among those coming off redshirt 
seasons being counted on to contribute 
right away. He began spring practice in 
the competition at center. “We're trying to 
figure out whether he’s going to be a center 


or guard, right now,’ offensive coordinator 
Tim Beck said at the time. After the team 
came back from a 10-day break, Reeves was 
moved to guard, the position at which he was 
projected. 


Hundreds of Husker Items. 
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SPOTLIGHT ; 

Nebraska’s defense didn’t live up to expectations last season, and 
the numbers prove it. 

The Huskers ranked 64th nationally in run defense, 84th in sacks 
and 112th in tackles for loss. 

How much of that falls on the shoulders of the defensive line? 

Certainly, the men up front aren’t entirely to blame. But they also 
know they can go a long way toward helping improve those rankings 
in 2012. 

Staying injury-free would help that cause. Last year, the Huskers 
lost pre-season All-American senior tackle Jared Crick to a season- 
ending pectoral muscle tear in early October and played the second 
half of the season without reserve tackle Thaddeus Randle, who 
suffered a knee injury. 


The playing experience that Chase has proven to be a valuable, versatile 


Rome gained as a redshirted freshman Blackshirt. His 58 tackles last season 

in helping replace Crick proved were tops among linemen, and they 

valuable, but he, too, has battled injury. 
On the bright side, Nebraska has 


a pair of battle-tested veterans in 


came from a variety of spots, helping 
him earn honorable mention All-Big 
Ten honors. 

defensive end Cameron Meredith and Meredith is primarily a defensive end 
tackle Baker Steinkuhler, starters the in Nebraska’s 4-3 base defense, but he’s 
past two seasons. 


The 6-foot-4, 265-pound Meredith 


also played in a stand-up role when the 
Huskers have gone to a 3-4 look. And 
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ONTHE RISE _ 


Rick Kaczenski hasn't been 
around long - but 
long enough to know the senior 
special teams star is too good of 
a player to be standing next to 
Kaczenski on the sidelines when 
the defense is on the field. 

Martin, a former linebacker, 
moved to defensive end at the end 
of the 2010 season and played the 
position primarily in obvious pass 
rush situations last season. But 
he’s battling junior Jason Ankrah 
and senior Joseph Carter, among 
others, for playing time on regular 
downs. 

“We're going to find ways to get 
him on the field,’ Kaczenski said. 
“You got to earn that. We're not 
just going to give it to you. But he’s 
earned it. And he continues to earn 
it,” 

Martin finished with 23 tackles 
and 2 1/2 sacks last season and 
earned his first two starts as an 
end — against Ohio State and 


Northwestern. 


when injuries depleted the interior of 


the line last season, Meredith moved 
inside for some snaps there, too. 

Steinkuhler, meanwhile, has started 
26 games over the last two seasons, 
earning honorable-mention all- 
conference recognition in both 2010 
(Big 12) and 2011 (Big Ten). Last 
season, he had 40 tackles, including two 
sacks, while starting all 13 games. 

Rarely does the 6-6, 290-pound 
Steinkuhler do interviews. That’s part 
of the reason he’s generally flown under 
the radar, even though he’s become a 
mainstay at the heart of Nebraska’s 
defensive line. 

Entering his senior season, 
Steinkuhler is among 42 names on the 
Lott IMPACT Trophy Watch List. 

While Meredith and Steinkuhler 
boast experience, they’re playing 
for a new defensive line coach. Rick 
Kaczenski comes from Iowa and 


replaces John Papuchis, who was 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
9 Ankrah, Jason DE 6-4 
47 Ashburn, Walker DE 6-2 

Blum, Jared DE 6-4 
7 Carter, Joseph DE 6-5 

Dzuris, Ross DE 6-3 
46 Martin, Eric DE 6-2 

McMullen, Greg DE 6-5 
34 Meredith, Cameron DE 6-4 

Moss, Avery DE 6-4 
91 Vestal, Donovan DE 6-5 
52 Moore, J.C. DL 6-3 
70 Anderson, Kenny DT 6-2 

Curry, Aaron DT 6-3 
99 Guy, Jay DT 6-1 
48 Okuyemi, Tobi DT 6-2 
57 Peat Jr., Todd DT 63 
53 Randle, Thaddeus DT 6-1 
97 Rome, Chase OT 6-3 
55 Steinkuhler, Baker DT 6-6 
61 Uher, Jeff DT 6-1 

Valentine, Vincent DT 6-3 
92 Williams, Kevin DT 6-2 


Combined starts over 
the last two seasons 
by defensive end 
Cameron Meredith 
and defensive tackle 
Baker Steinkuhler, 


promoted to defensive coordinator. 

“I’m glad we have him and I think 
he’s going to make us a lot better,” 
Meredith said of Kaczenski. “It’s the 
same concepts (from last year), just 
different tweaks . . . There’s a little bit of 
changes to minor details, but those are 
huge details,” 

Kaczenski said he was attracted 
to Nebraska because of Bo Pelini’s 
defensive mind and his reputation as a 
defensive coach. 

“But I think the one thing that might 
have intrigued him, without putting 
words in his mouth, is we played similar 
technique (at lowa) and I taught a 
similar technique up there,” Kaczenski 
said. 

“We're not just flying up the field. 
We've got to use our blockers and 
keep those linebackers clean. And it’s 
probably a little bit different philosophy 
than most people around the country 


play.” 


Wt. Yr. Hometown 

265 Jr. Gaithersburg, Md. (Quince Orchard) 
255 So, Kenner, La. John Curtis) 

230 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

265 Sr. Jackson, S.C. (Chaffey College) (Silver Bluff) 
225 Fr. Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 
255 Sr. Moreno Valley, Calif. (Rancho Verde) 
255 Fr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) 

265 Sr. Huntington Beach, Calif. (Mater Dei) 
245 Fr. Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol) 
260 So. — Arlington, Texas (Bowie) 

270 So. Fremont, Neb. (Fremont) 

260 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard West) 

275 Fr. Keller, Texas (Fossil Ridge) 

290 So. Houston, Texas (Eisenhower) 
275 So. Maple Grove, Minn. (Wayzata) 
305 RFr. Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol) 
300 Jr. Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) 
285 So. Columbia, Mo. (Rock Bridge) 
290 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

280 So. | Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
300 Fr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) 
270 RFr. — Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 


2012POSITIONPREVIEW 


WORTH NOTING 


+ Fora unit hit hard by injuries in 2011, 
spring practices offered little respite. 
Chase Rome, Thaddeus Randle, Kevin 
Williams and Todd Peat, Jr. were all either 
greatly limited or missed spring practice 
entirely because of injury. Randle, a junior, 
missed the second half of last season with 
injury, and while Rome, a sophomore, 

did play, he wasn’t near 100 percent. 
Williams and Peat are both redshirted 
freshmen who could make an impact, 
but they missed valuable practice time 
and opportunity for growth in the spring, 
especially with a new position coach. 


Opposite Cameron Meredith, the most 
experienced defensive end is junior 
JASON ANKRAH, who started nine 
games last season. He had 17 tackles, 
including a career-high five against lowa, 
and his lone sack came in the season- 
opener against Chattanooga. 


Sophomore Jay Guy saw some action 
over the second half of last season and 
is expected to push for more time at 
defensive tackle. 


+ Four freshmen with impressive high 
school credentials join the fray this fall. 
Greg McMullen and Avery Moss are 
defensive ends, and Aaron Curry and 
Vincent Valentine are tackles. 


Whatever Rick Kaczenski says, Meredith 
said he'll listen. After all, Kaczenski, who 
spent the past seven seasons at lowa, 
coached three Hawkeyes who were 
selected in the 2011 NFL Draft: Adrian 
Clayborn, Christian Ballard and Kar! Klug. 
“His resumé speaks for itself; Meredith 
said. 


~ Brian Rosenthal 
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Randle played in six of the first seven 
games last season before a late-October 
knee injury sidelined him. He was held out of 
spring practice, along with Chase Rome, Jay 
Guy and Kevin Williams. He and Rome helped 


coach the younger players. “I haven't asked 
them to do it... They’re doing it on their 
own,’ defensive line coach Rick Kaczenski 
said. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


linebackers 


Seeing the Big Ten up close and personal hasn’t changed how 
Nebraska assistant coach Ross Els wants his linebackers. 
He’s certainly not buying into the conference’s big, plodding 


stereotype. 


“T am not, to be honest with you, interested in the great big kid 
who is supposed to be a plugger,” Els said. “We all have to do that.” 

He remembers how everyone said that Lavonte David, at 6-foot-1, 
225 pounds, was too small to play linebacker. He also remembers 
David’s fourth-and-1 stop to seal victory at Penn State —- and many 
similar plays — as proof that size isn’t everything. 


“All of our linebackers — I’ll say it 
again — all of our linebackers have to 
be able to handle the inside running 
game and be physical enough when you 
get your facemask on that running back 
that he doesn’t gain any more yards 
after contact,” Els said. 

“But what we look for is that special 


kid who has that flash across the screen 
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where all of a sudden you go, ‘Oh, my 
goodness, who was that?’ Or that kid 
that when the offensive lineman climbs 
to block him he’s unblockable because 
he just has such good feet and such 
good instincts.” 

Kids like David, an All-American 
who was the Big Ten linebacker of 


the year, a Butkus Award finalist, led 


ON THE RISE SS 

Actually, he’s on the rise for a 
second time. At least, that’s the 
goal of SEAN FISHER. 

The senior from Omaha aims to 
finally return to the form Fisher 
remembers having before he broke 
his leg and missed the 2010 season. 

Fisher admittedly wasn’t as 
effective as he'd hoped he would 
be last season, when he played in 
10 games and had 24 tackles while 
experiencing lingering effects from 
the injury and ensuing surgery. 

“It's been important to me to get 
back to playing like | felt before | 
was hurt,’ Fisher said. “And | didn't 
feel like | did that at all really last 
year, whether it was just a mental 
thing or getting back physically.’ 

In the off-season, doctors 
removed a plate and some screws 
inside his leg to give him some 
relief. As a result, Fisher said he 
feels more flexible, which has 
helped his lateral movement, and 
the day-to-day soreness that came 
with last season has gone away. 

“It’s night and day for Fish right 
now,” coach Bo Pelini said. "I’m 
seeing the Fish we're accustomed 
to right now.” 

The 6-6, 235-pound Fisher will 
enter fall camp as the No. 1 BUCK 


linebacker. 


Grade point average of Sean Fisher, a business ad- 
ministration major and Academic All-American who 
will begin work on his master’s degree this fall. 


Nebraska with 133 tackles last season — 
and must be replaced. 

Els, believe it or not, is eager for the 
challenge of life without David to begin. 

“T can’t wait, to be honest with you,” 
he said. 

Helping matters is having a player 
like senior Will Compton. The MIKE 
linebacker, who's started 23 career 
games, came on strong toward the end 
of last season. Compton had three 
games with at least 10 tackles, including 
13 in the victory at Penn State, and 
returns as the quarterback of the 
defense. 


“Will’s playing really well,” coach Bo 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
Afalava, Jared LB 6-3 
Anderson, Zaire LB 6-1 
Brown, Thomas LB 6-2 
51 Compton, Will LB 6-2 
42 Fisher, Sean LB 6-6 
95 Gangwish, Jack LB 6-2 

Hoffman, Taylor LB 6-0 
44 Kreikemeier, Micah LB 6-3 
49 Manninger, Matt LB 6-1 

McCann, Mitch LB 6-1 
40 Pirman, Max LB 6-5 
43 Roach, Trevor LB 6-2 

Rose, Michael LB 6-0 
41 Santos, David LB 6-0 

Simpson, Brad LB 6-0 
22 Slaughter, Derek LB 5-11 
59 Starkebaum, Colby LB 6-1 
45 Whaley, Alonzo LB 6-1 


Pelini said in the spring. “I think he’s 
going to have a heck of a season for us.” 
Pelini said Nebraska’s two other first- 
string linebackers — seniors ALONZO 
WHALEY (WILL) and Sean Fisher 
(BUCK) — also are playing well. 
“There’s a little bit of a dropoff from 
the 1’s to the 2’s,” Pelini said. “Those 2’s 
are coming, but they have a lot of work 
to do yet.” 
Returning back-ups include 
senior Micah Kreikemeier (BUCK), 
sophomore Trevor Roach (MIKE), and 


redshirt freshmen David Santos (WILL) 


and Max Pirman (BUCK). 
Wt. Yr. Hometown 
215 Fr. South Jordan, Utah (Bingham) 


220 Jr. Philadelphia, Pa. (Riverside CC) (Frankford) 
210 Fr. Gardena, Calif. (Junipero Serra) 
230 Sr. Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
235 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

230 RFr. Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 
200 Fr. Oakland, Neb. (Oakland-Craig) 
220 Sr. West Point, Neb. (Central Catholic) 
220 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 
225 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

215 RFr. — Orrville, Ohio (Orrville) 

235 So. Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

230 Fr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

220 RFr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 

195 Fr. Omaha, Neb, (Ralston) 

200 RFr. Pelham, Ala. (Pelham) 

220 Jr. Sterling, Colo, (Sterling) 

230 Sr. Madisonville, Texas (Madisonville) 
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WORTH NOTING 


+ This could be the first of two senior 
seasons for Sean Fisher. Because he's 
missed two seasons due to injury, Fisher 
could petition the NCAA for a sixth season, 
allowing him to play in 2013. But Fisher 
isn't certain what will happen. “I think 
the best thing is to treat it like it’s a last 
year, because | don't know if it’s a last year 
or not,he said, Fisher earned a medical 
redshirt in 2008 because of a shoulder 
injury he suffered in the first game, and 
missed the entire 2010 season with a 
broken leg. 


DAVID SANTOS, a touted recruit in the 
2011 class, came a long way last season as 
a redshirt, linebackers coach Ross Els said. 
“He's another one who's going to be right 
in the mix for playing time this year,’ Els 
said. 


Incoming recruits Zaire Anderson, Michael 
Rose, Jared Afalava and Thomas Brown 
are all intelligent players who will be able 
to pick up Nebraska’s system, Els said. 

“But picking it up in the meeting room 

as opposed to what a guy can show out 
on the practice field are two completely 
different things,’ Els said. “So it depends on 
how quickly they are able to take things 
from the meeting room to the field.” 


As for Anderson, who had 95 tackles and 
seven sacks last season in junior college, 
Els said he’s a hungry player who loves to 
soak up football knowledge whenever he 
can. “He's calling me every other day just 
saying, ‘Coach, | want to go through this 
and this! He’s hungry,’ Els said. “He wants 
to come in and contribute right away, and 
he'll certainly have that opportunity” 


~ Brian Christopherson 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Nebraska fans weren’t able to make a judgment at the spring game, 


which was cancelled because of inclement weather. 
But head coach Bo Pelini says his secondary has made significant 


jumps. 


“Our secondary, I think, is night and day at this point to where we 
were last year,” Pelini said toward the end of spring practices. 

Last year’s drop-off in the secondary — lack of communication 
was mostly to blame, players and coaches said throughout the fall 
—shouldn’t have been too surprising. After all, Nebraska had to 
replace five seniors, three of whom were selected in the NFL Draft. 

This season, the Huskers lose only two players in the secondary, 
cornerback Alfonzo Dennard and safety Austin Cassidy. The 
returning group is a year older, wiser, and more confident. 


“T think we have a chance to be 
deeper and more versatile, more like 
we were two or three years ago than we 
were last year,” Pelini said. “We had 
a lot of young guys trying to figure it 
out last year. I think our guys have a lot 
better idea of what’s going on.” 


Leading the cornerbacks is junior 
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Andrew Green, who was thrust into a 
starting role to begin last season when 
Dennard was injured. Green then 
started the final six games of the season 
as the cornerback opposite Dennard. 
His eight pass break-ups were second 
most on the team. 


Green is a virtual lock to start at one 


defensive backs 


ONTHERISE 
The first day he saw 


‘in full pads 
in the spring, PJ. Smith thought 
for certain he was looking at Larry 
Asante or Lavonte David. 

That Seisay, a newcomer, was 
wearing the same No. 4 as the 
aforementioned former Huskers 
wasn't the sole reason for Smith's 
double-take, either. 

“He looks just like both of them, 
man. It’s just the way his body is 
built,” Smith said. 

Nebraska hopes the 6-foot-2, 
200-pound Seisay makes the same 
impact that Asante and David did 
as junior college transfers. First-year 
secondary coach Terry Joseph was 
impressed with how well Seisay 
picked up much of Nebraska's 
system in the spring. 

“His strength is one of his strong 
points,’ Joseph said. "He has a 
good build. A lot of times you're in 
one-on-one situations out there, 
and a lot of teams have big wide 
receivers, So you want corners out 
there who won't get overpowered 


in one-on-one situations. Just the 
way he’s put together helps him 
out there a lot.’ 


corner spot, but what about the other 
side? Senior Antonio Bell and junior 
Stanley Jean-Baptiste had productive 


springs, and junior college transfer 


Mohammad Seisay was impressive after 


his early arrival on campus. 


In general, Pelini likes the physicality 


he’s seen in the cornerbacks. 

“I thought Seisay looked pretty 
physical out there,” Pelini said. 
“Obviously, Stanley has a chance to be 
that kind of guy, and I think Andrew 
always plays with a pretty good air of 
physicality. For the most part, a lot of 
our corners are bigger guys. They’re 
not guys that are going to get pushed 
around real easy. We have a lot of 
options.” 


Pelini is also pleased with the nickel 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 
2 Bell, Antonio cB 6-2 
13 Davie, Daniel cB 6-1 
31 Dean, Jase cB 6-0 
17 Evans, Ciante cB 5-11 
30 Foster, Derek cB 5-11 
11 Green, Andrew cB 6-0 
5 Heard, Braylon CB SOS-11 
35 Holt, Andrew CB 6-0 
29 Jameson, Seth cB 6-1 
16 Jean-Baptiste, Stanley CB 6-3 
32 Milliken, Greg cB 6-1 
5 Mitchell, Josh CB 5-11 
26 Ridder, Anthony cB 6-2 
4 Seisay, Mohammed cB 6-2 
16 Wade, Yusef cB 5-10 

Alexander, LeRoy DB 6-2 
25 Felici, Joey DB 5-9 

Moore, Alonzo DB 6-2 
39 Blatchford, Justin S 6-1 
6 Cooper, Corey S 6-1 
1 Jackson, Harvey S 6-2 
12 Osborne, Courtney S 6-3 
19 Richards, Wil S 5-11 
13 Smith, PJ. S 6-2 
3 Stafford, Daimion S 6-1 
10 Washington, Dijon S 6-0 


Players from the Nebraska 
secondary who've been selected 
in the NFL Draft over the past 
three seasons (Larry Asante, Prince 
Amukamara, Eric Hagg, DeJon 
Gomes, Alfonzo Dennard). 


position, where Ciante Evans returns 
after manning that spot over the latter 
part of last season. Senior special-teams 
standout Justin Blatchford also figures 
to play as a fifth or sixth defensive back, 
much like the departed Lance Thorell. 
At safety, Nebraska loses Cassidy 
but returns starter Daimion Stafford, 
who displayed his big-hitting ability 
last season as a junior college transfer 
but also has room for improvement in 
coverage. Stafford’s 80 tackles were third 
most on the team, and he had a team- 
high 10 pass break-ups. 
Seniors P.J. Smith and Courtney 
Osborne will battle for the other starting 
safety spot. They’ve combined for nine 


career starts. 


wt. Yr. Hometown 

200 Sr. Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
185 RFr. Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 

200 Sr. Bridgeport, Neb. (Bridgeport) 

185 Jr. Arlington, Texas (Juan Seguin) 

190 So. Elm Creek, Neb. (Elm Creek) 

195 Jr. San Antonio, Texas (Madison) 

185 So. Youngstown, Ohio (Cardinal Mooney) 
200 So. Lee's Summitt, Mo. (West) 

200 Jr. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 
215 Jr. Miami, Fla. (Fort Scott (Kan.) CC) (Westlake Prep) 
200 Fr. Wahoo, Neb. (Wahoo) 

165 So. Corona, Calif. (Eleanor Roosevelt) 
195 RFr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 
200 Jr. Springfield, Va, (E. Arizona JC) (W. Springfield) 
185 So. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 

190 Fr. Toledo, Ohio (Whitmer) 

175 So. Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) 

170 Fr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 
200 Sr, Ponca, Neb. (Ponca) 

210 So. Maywood, Ill. (Proviso East) 

210 So. Fresno, Texas (Hightower) 

200 Sr. Garland, Texas (South Garland) 
195 Jr. Lee's Summit, Mo. (Lee's Summit West) 
210 Sr. River Ridge, La. (John Curtis) 

205 Sr. Norco, Calif (Chaffey College) (Norco) 
185 Jr. Lawndale, Calif. (Leuzinger) 
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+ Veterans in the secondary will be playing 
for their third position coach in as many 
years, as TERRY JOSEPH replaces Corey 
Raymond. “He's on us about everything 
-- wrong foot, wrong hand,” P.J. Smith said 
of Joseph, who coached last season at 
Tennessee. “He's telling us the things we're 
doing wrong. He's showing us how wrong 
footwork can put us in bad positions. He's 
making the game so much easier for us.’ 


+ Sophomore Braylon Heard moved from 
running back to cornerback for spring 
practices and made some strides while 
working at the nickel position. "Braylon’s a 
guy who has a tremendous skill set, in my 
opinion,’ secondary coach Terry Joseph 
said, “Great change of direction, good ball 
skills.” But with the sudden post-spring 
transfer of running back Aaron Green, will 
coaches reconsider Heard's move? 


At 6-3, Stanley Jean-Baptiste is Nebraska's 
tallest option at cornerback. A former 
wide receiver, he switched positions early 
last season and made an impact — his 
interception sealed victory over Ohio State 
~ but was limited over the latter part of 
the season with a knee injury. 


+ Sophomores Corey Cooper and Harvey 
Jackson saw a taste of playing time last 
year, and could see more snaps as back-up 
safeties, Redshirted freshman Daniel Davie 
could also figure into the secondary mix. 


Dijon Washington, Wil Richards, Jase Dean 
and Josh Mitchell are players who've stood 
out on special teams and could factor into 
playing time in the secondary. 


+ Freshman Charles Jackson is expected 
to be on campus this summer after 
attaining his necessary ACT and SAT 
scores and could enter the secondary mix 
immediately. A highly-touted recruit from 
Klein, Texas, Jackson was a member of the 
2011 recruiting class but didn't qualify and 
missed last season. 


— Brian Rosenthal 
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Evans can play nickel as well as corner, 
“wherever we need him,’ coach Bo Pelini said 
in the spring. “He’s our best nickel right now. 
He's really good. He’s really comfortable in 
there, and he’s getting better at that nickel 
spot... developing an understanding of what 
goes on in that spot. It isn't always easy to 


" 


play in there, and he grew into that position. 
Evans is young but experienced. He played in 
eight games as a true freshman, starting once, 
and started seven games last season. “We 
know he can go outside any time we need 
him to,’ said Pelini. 
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SG 
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-2 - 200 - SPRINGFIELD, VA. 
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Jean-Baptiste switched from wide receiver 
midway through the season and responded 
with an interception to set up the go-ahead 
touchdown against Ohio State. “He made 
that play and he probably didn’t even know 


what he was doing half the time when he was 
out there,’ said coach Bo Pelini. “He had guys 
making calls at him, and he's just trying to 
figure it out.’ 


BRAYLON 


$0 - 5-11 - 185 - YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
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Mitchell started against Washington and 
responded with five tackles, including two 
unassisted. Otherwise, he played primarily 
on special teams during his first season after 
redshirting. “J Mitch is a hard worker,” said 


wide receiver Kenny Bell, who was in the same 
recruiting class. “He's going to be dedicated. 
He's feisty. He’s fast. He’s going to be a good 
corner for us.” 


"W1d “HOW39 WNOLAVG - 002 - 2-9 - US 


Bell began as a wide receiver, playing in 
six games as a true freshman. He switched to 
cornerback in the spring of his freshman year. 
He played in only two games last season, the 


opener and the Capital One Bowl. “Antonio 
Bell has done well,’ coach Bo Pelini said in the 
spring. “He's kind of carried over from what he 
did at the end of last year.” 


_ Hundreds of Husker Items. 
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Three pounds can make a significant 
difference. Ask Smith. “It's a savior, man, it’s 
a savior,’ he said during the spring. “Three 
pounds and it’s like an extra 40 pounds, 
seriously, when you're trying to run. Oh, it’s 
a savior.’ Smith was trying to drop 3 pounds 
at the time because he was heavier than his 


optimum 210. He weighed as much as 216, 
217 in the spring. Smith is among the Huskers’ 
most experienced defensive players, having 
played in 39 games over three seasons, as 
well as contributing on special teams. He was 


second in special-teams tackles last season. 


gn 
wom COURTNEY 


SR - 6-3 - 200 - GARLAND, TEXAS 


114 | JUNE/JULY, 2012 


~ 
=o] 
1 
oD 
1 
—h 
1 
INO 
[==] 
io] 
| 
“oO 
(=) 
= 
Cc) 
> 
= 
rm 
oo 


oo 
= 
— 
c 
== 
~ id 
— 
= 
— 
S 


= wa 


Blatchford, a walk-on, has contributed 
on special teams since he was a redshirted 
freshman, and he earned a Blackshirt playing 
the nickel and dime positions last season. 
“Growing up, watching the Huskers and 
the Blackshirts on defense every weekend, 


you know, as a kid, it’s a dream come true 
to actually become that (a Blackshirt),’ he 
said, adding that the thrill was as great as, or 
even better than, returning a blocked punt 
25 yards for a touchdown against Baylor as a 
redshirted freshman in 2009. 
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ONTHERISE 


Don’t underestimate the loss of 
defensive back Austin Cassidy, the 


PATs last season. 
| . ‘ Who's the replacement? That's 
y ‘ 4 Nar 3. ay yet to be determined, although 

a 1 2 , kicker Brett Maher said he’s 
confident in any of the three 
players who saw the most reps 


in spring practices. They’re all 
Nebraska natives -- sophomore 


receiver Tyler Wullenwaber (Utica), 
sophomore receiver 
(Waverly) and senior cornerback 
Jase Dean (Bridgeport). 

Back-up quarterbacks Tyson 


. Broekemeier (redshirted freshman 
—_— i from Aurora, Neb.) and Ron Kellogg 


II (a junior from Omaha) have also 


SPOTLIGHT ; taken snaps. 

Brett Maher’s biggest challenge entering last season? Following Maher said he was looking for 
in the footsteps of star player and fan favorite Alex Henery, who qualities that Cassidy possessed. 
finished his Husker career as the most accurate kicker in NCAA 


. “First and foremost, a selfless 
history. 


Maher accomplished that feat so brilliantly that he now faces a 
task every bit as challenging: Doing it again. 
A senior from Kearney, Neb., Maher handled both place-kicking 


attitude putting the team first,’ 
Maher said. “People don't notice 
you and it kind of stinks, but that's 


and punting duties, just as Henery did. He exceeded outsiders’ the nature of the position. They 
expectations by making 19-of-23 field goals, including 16-of-17 from have to be humble, have good 
inside 50 yards. He connected on 43-of-44 PATs. hands and be calm.” 


As for punting, Maher averaged 44.5 player since 2001 to be named both 
yards per punt, the sixth-highest single- the conference’s kicker of the year and 


season average in Nebraska history,and punter of the year. 


tops in the Big Ten. What’s more, he What does he do for an encore? 
was masterful at pinning teams deep, Strive for perfection. 
putting 24 punts inside the opponents’ “T just think being more solid and 
20-yard line. He also had three straight more consistent,” Maher said. “Being 
games with one punt of 60 yards or perfect is obviously a goal. It’s maybe 
more. not as realistic, but I think that’s 

Maher became the first Big Ten definitely something I’m striving for -- to 
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Consecutive games 
Nebraska kickers had 
without a missed field 
goal inside 50 yards -a 
streak snapped in the 
Jan. 2 Capital One Bowl 


WORTH NOTING 


+ Linebackers coach ROSS ELS will assume 
the role of special teams coordinator, 
replacing John Papuchis, who was 
promoted to defensive coordinator. Els 
served as special teams coordinator his 
final four seasons at Ohio, 


hit every kick perfect and hit every punt | Ameer Abdullah is a year older after * Nebraska returns long snapper PJ. 
. : : ; Mangieri, a senior who's filled that role the 
perfect. showing signs of being a breakaway past three seasons, playing in all 41 games 
Maher said he reviewed almost return threat on kickoff returns (100 during that time. A recruited walk-on from 
Peoria, Ill, Mangieri earned a scholarship 
every kick from last year, evaluating his yards, 66 yards); but he also had a before the 2011 season. 
tendencies. muffed punt in the Washington game + Sophomore Mauro Bondi returns as the 


top back-up to Brett Maher on both punts 
and kicks. Bondi had one PAT attempt last 
creatures of habit, and there are Nebraska needs to shore up its year, against Minnesota, and handled four 
kickoffs, He’s yet to attempt a field goal. 


“That's the biggest thing. We’re that led to a touchdown. 


tendencies in everything we do,” he coverage, both on punts and kickoffs. 


Every player who contributed in the return 
game in 2011 is back this fall. Headlining 
just being aware of them is half the for a touchdown against Nebraska (by that group is sophomore running back 
Ameer Abdullah, who last season returned 


said. “So just trying to find them. And Last season featured the first punt return 


battle of getting them fixed.” Fresno State) since 2001, and long a kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown, 
Maher will be a strong candidate for kickoff returns doomed the Huskers at helping him average 29.3 yards on 26 

. : ‘ . kickoff returns. He averaged 7.1 yards on 
both the Ray Gay Award (nation’s top times, particularly in the home loss to 15 punt returns. 
punter) and Lou Groza Award (nation’s _—_ Northwestern. + Other experienced return men include 
top kicker). He’s the star of a special While Abdullah and Kenny Bell gave senior Tim Marlowe and sophomore 

J Kenny Bell. Marlowe has returned kickoffs 

teams unit that, overall, had ups and some spark to the kickoff-return game, and punts, while Bell was solely back on 


kickoffs as a redshirted freshman, when he 
averaged 25.3 yards on six returns. Senior 
more consistency in 2012. punt return after averaging a mere 7.7 running back Rex Burkhead has been used 
as a good-hands man on punt returns. 


downs last season and needs to show the Huskers could use a little oomph in 


Experience should help. Sophomore yards per return last season. 


What about Jamal Turner? The wide 
receiver had one kickoff return as a true 
freshman, and could be utilized more in 


No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown the return game as a sophomore. 
96 Maher, Brett P/PK 6-0 185 Sr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 
37 Bondi, Mauro PK 6-0 200 So. Boca Raton, Fla. (West Boca Raton) 
Lindsay, Spencer PK 5-10 195 Fr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) ; 
45 Whaley, Alonzo LB 6-1 230 Sr. Madisonville, Texas (Madisonville) ~ Brian Rosenthal 
92 Mangieri, PJ. LS 6-4 240 Sr. Peoria, Ill. (Dunlap) 
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Prior to last season, John Papuchis, then 
special teams coordinator, was asked if 
Maher, a walk-on, might be a poor man’s Alex 
Henery. “I'd say a moderately wealthy man’s 
Alex Henery,’ Papuchis said. Maher provided 
support for such an assessment. He was 
named the Big Ten’s Eddleman-Fields Punter 


of the Year as well as the Bakken-Anderson 
Kicker of the Year, and was a semifinalist for 
the Lou Groza Award. His 19 field goals (in 23 
attempts) were tied for the second-most in 
Husker history, and he missed only one inside 
of 50 yards. He also handled kickoffs. 
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New look at the top 


Leaders Division features three new head coaches 
in 20 2; including Urban Meyer | TERRY DOUGLASS 


THE BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
will have three new head 
coaches this season — all in 
the Leaders Division — as 
Urban Meyer takes over at 
Ohio State, Tim Beckman is 
the new Illinois head coach and 
Bill O’Brien has the unenviable 
task of trying to follow the 
legendary Joe Paterno at Penn 
State. 

The hiring of Meyer arguably 
brought about the biggest 
splash on the national scene. 
After previous coaching stops 
at Bowling Green, Utah and 
Florida —he won two national 
championships with the Gators 
— Meyer ended his one-season 
stint as a college football 
analyst for ESPN to take over 
a scandal-rocked Buckeye 
program that finished 6-7 last 
season and won't be allowed to 


participate in postseason play in 
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> 2012 due to NCAA sanctions. 
Meyer, who left Florida 


following the 2010 season, 


_ citing health concerns, signed 
' a six-year contract with Ohio 

_ State that will pay him $4 

' million annually. The move 

. brought the Ohio native back 


» to where his coaching career 


began as a graduate assistant for 
the Buckeyes in 1987. 


“Our objective is simple: To 


! make the state of Ohio proud,” 


Meyer said during a news 
conference on Noy. 28, 2011, 


introducing him as Ohio State’s 


head coach. “Our goal is to win 


: Big Ten championships.” 


Meyer takes over for Luke 


Fickell, who served as Ohio 
State’s interim coach after Jim 
_ Tressel was fired in May 2011. 
: Fickell will remain with the 


- Buckeyes as an assistant coach. 


In his 10 seasons at the 
CONTINUED ON PG. 123 


PENN STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


BALL 
STAYS PUT 
Despite being 
selected as the Big 
Ten Conference's 
offensive player of 
the year, earning All- 
America recognition 
and being a finalist 
for the Heisman 
Trophy, running 
back Montee Ball 
opted to spurn early 
entry into the NFL 
draft and return for 
his senior season at 
Wisconsin. 


Asa junior, Ball 
led the country 
with 1,923 yards 
rushing. He also set 
a Big Ten single- 
season record 
with 39 rushing 
touchdowns, 
and his 39 total 
touchdowns tied an 
NCAA single-season 
record, while his 
236 points scored 
set an NCAA mark. 


Ball enters this 
season trying to 
become just the 
second player in Big 
Ten history to earn 
the conference's 
offensive player of 
the year honor in 
consecutive seasons. 
The previous player 
to accomplish that 
feat was Indiana 
tailback Anthony 
Thompson back in 
1988 and 1989. 


FAMILIAR 
FACES 


Nine of the Big Ten’s 12 teams 
expect to return quarterbacks 
with starting experience this year. 

In the Legends Division, only 
Michigan State is searching 
for a replacement as former 
Spartans’ signal-caller Kirk 
Cousins completed his eligibility. 
Technically, Northwestern has to 
replace quarterback Dan Persa, 
but the Wildcats are confident 
they already have a capable heir 
apparent in Kain Colter, who 
started the first three games 
of last season for coach Pat 
Fitzgerald's team. Returning 
Legends starting QBs include 
Denard Robinson of Michigan, 
Taylor Martinez of Nebraska, 
MarQueis Gray of Minnesota and 
James Vandenberg of lowa. 

Five Leaders Division teams 
return starting signal-callers, 
including Nathan Scheelhaase of 
Illinois, Tre Roberson of Indiana, 
Braxton Miller of Ohio State, Caleb 
TerBush of Purdue and either 
Matt McGloin or Rob Bolden at 
Penn State. Wisconsin, which 
had transfer quarterback Russell 
Wilson last fall for one season, will 


once again be looking for a new » 


- starter to emerge at the position 


this season. 


NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision 
level, Meyer has a 104-23 record, 
including a 7-1 mark in bowl games. 
He is 4-0 in Bowl Championship Series 
contests. 

“Tt’s great to be home,” Meyer said. 
“T chose to pack up and move the 
most precious things in my life — my 
family — and came here. It's great to 
be home.” 

O'Brien, who left his post as 
offensive coordinator for the NFL’s 
New England Patriots, takes over 
for the late Paterno, who was the 
winningest coach in Division I college 
football history. Paterno was fired 
on Nov. 9 in the aftermath of a child 
sex-abuse scandal focused on former 
Nittany Lions assistant coach Jerry 
Sandusky. 

“As head coach of this special 
football program, it is my responsibility 
to ensure that this program represents 
the highest level of character, respect 
and integrity in everything we do,” 
O'Brien said after being hired by 
Penn State, signing a five-year deal 
worth $2.3 million annually. “There is 
tremendous pride in Penn State football 
and (we) will never, ever take that for 
granted.” 

Beckman replaces Ron Zook at 
Illinois. Zook was fired after the 
Fighting Illini lost its final six regular- 
season games on the way to a 7-6 mark. 

Beckman, who was 21-16 in three 
seasons as Toledo’s head coach, signed 
a five-year contract worth $9 million 
and said he’s excited about Illinois’ 
potential. 

“This is a gold mine,” Beckman 
said. “You can win at the University of 
Illinois.” 


HIS PREDICTED BIG TEN FINISH 


Qs. 
! 
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MICHIGAN - Following last year's 11-2 season that was capped with an 
overtime victory in the Sugar Bowl against Virginia Tech, the Wolverines are 
looking for more of the same in 2012. Michigan will find out quickly how it 
stacks up, facing defending national champion Alabama on Sept. 1 at Dallas 
Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 


NEBRASKA - After a sometimes-rocky welcome to the Big Ten that saw 
the Cornhuskers finish 9-4 overall and 5-3 in the conference, Nebraska will 
be looking to take the next step after four consecutive four-loss seasons. 
A brutal five-game stretch (Wisconsin, at Ohio State, at Northwestern, 
Michigan and at Michigan State) will likely determine NU’s fate. 


MICHIGAN STATE - Replacing skill-position players will be key for the 
Spartans, who finished 11-3 last season and lost to Wisconsin 42-39 in the 
Big Ten championship game. Michigan State lost quarterback Kirk Cousins 
as well as the school’s all-time leading receiver in B.J. Cunningham. MSU 
plays two of its three biggest games (Ohio State and Nebraska) at home. 


|OWA - The Hawkeyes get a scheduling break as they won’t face Ohio 
State and Wisconsin in divisional cross-over games this season. lowa (7-6 
in 2011) returns quarterback James Vandenberg but will have to replace 
leading rusher Marcus Coker and leading receiver Marvin McNutt, who 
combined to account for nearly 2,700 yards. 


NORTHWESTERN - The Wildcats must replace quarterback Dan Persa, but 
there's plenty of excitement about the dual-threat abilities of Kain Colter at the 
position. Last season, Colter passed for 673 yards and six touchdowns, rushed 
for a team-high 654 yards and nine touchdowns. Like lowa, Northwestern (6-7 
in 2011) dodges Ohio State and Wisconsin on its 2012 slate. 


MINNESOTA - In a division where five-of-six teams return quarterbacks 
with starting experience, no Legends team will depend more upon its 
signal-caller than the Gophers, who finished 3-9 last season. Quarterback 
MarQueis Gray led Minnesota in both passing (1,495 yards and eight 
touchdowns) and rushing (966 yards and six touchdowns) last fall. 


S53 FAIRS ae 


OHIO STATE - The Buckeyes, who dipped to 6-7 during a tumultuous 
2011 campaign, could return to being the top team in the Big Ten this 
season under first-year head coach Urban Meyer. However, due to NCAA 
sanctions, Ohio State won't be allowed to play in the Big Ten championship 
or a bowl game. 


WISCONSIN - The Badgers appear to be a good bet to return to the Big 
Ten title game, especially considering Ohio State is ineligible to play in the 
contest. The return of running back Montee Ball gives Wisconsin (11-3 in 
2011) a boost, but coach Bret Bielema will still have to break in a new 
offensive coordinator and quarterback. 


PENN STATE - No team in the country is probably more eager to turn the 
Page on last season than Penn State, which finished 9-4 despite a sex- 
abuse scandal involving former defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky that 
eventually cost the late Joe Paterno his job. Former New England Patriots 
offensive coordinator Bill O’Brien takes over as coach. 


ILLINOIS - Former Toledo head coach Tim Beckman inherits a Fighting Illini 
squad coming off perhaps one of the oddest seasons in recent memory. 
Illinois won its first six games, but lost its final six regular-season contests 
— costing former coach Ron Zook his job — before beating UCLA in the 
Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl. 


PURDUE - The Boilermakers (7-6 in 2011) could be a potent offensive team 
as quarterback Caleb Terbush (1,905 yards passing and 13 touchdowns 
last season) returns to lead a unit that features nine returning starters, 
Defensively, however, Purdue must make strides, ranking ninth in the Big 
Ten in rushing defense and 10th in passing defense. 

INDIANA - Following a 1-11 record in 2011, the Hoosiers suffered a blow 
during recruiting season as highly touted quarterback recruit Gunner Kiel 
reneged on his verbal pledge to coach Kevin Wilson and signed with Notre 
Dame. That likely leaves the quarterback job to Tre Roberson, who passed 
for 937 yards and rushed for 426 yards last season. 
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nine on both offense and defense. 


Wisconsin will have to overcome 
inexperience at several positions if 
the Badgers intend to capture their 
third consecutive Big Ten Conference 
championship. 

Coach Bret Bielema’s squad 
returns just 11 starters from last 
season’s team, which finished 11-3 
after a Rose Bowl loss to Oregon. 
The only Big Ten team returning 
fewer starters from the 2011 season is 
Penn State with 10. 

Purdue ranks as the Big Ten’s 
most experienced squad with 19 
players who have starting experience 


expected to come back, including 
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Ohio State is second among Big Ten 


teams in starters returning with 18. 


BIG TEN RETURNING STARTERS 


Legends Division Off. Def. K-P_ Total 
lowa 6 5 1 12 
Michigan 6 7 3 16 
Michigan St. 5 8 2 15 
Minnesota 7 6 3 16 
NEBRASKA 8 7 1 16 
Northwestern 5 6 2 13 
Leaders Division Off. Def. K-P Total 
Illinois 7 8 2 17 
Indiana 7 8 1 16 
Ohio St. 7 9 2 18 
Penn St. 5 4 1 10 
Purdue 9 9 1 19 
Wisconsin 5 6 0 11 
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WHAT A 
RUSH 


Several Big Ten teams will 
look to have potent ground 
attacks in 2012 as nine of the 
conference’s top 10 rushers 
from 2011 are expected to 
return. 

Wisconsin’s Montee Ball 
leads the way after gaining 
1,923 yards and scoring 33 
touchdowns rushing last 
season. Ball is joined in the 
Leaders Division by two top-10 
Big Ten rushers -- Penn State’s 
Silas Redd, who was fourth in 
the conference last year with 
1,241 yards and Indiana’s 
Stephen Houston (802 rushing 
yards in 2011). 

The Legends Division 
features six players among the 
Big Ten’s top 10 in rushing last 
season. That group includes 
Nebraska's Rex Burkhead 
(1,357 rushing yards), 
Michigan’s Denard Robinson 
(1,176), Michigan’s Fitzgerald 
Toussaint (1,041), Minnesota’s 
MarQueis Gray (966), 
Michigan State’s Le’Veon Bell 
(948) and Nebraska’s Taylor 
Martinez (874). 


RETURNING STARTER QBS 


STARTING QB, TEAM GP EFF. 

James Vandenberg, lowa 13. 138.45 
139.74 
114.54 
126.52 
157.72 
133.38 
111.00 
138.38 
118.30 
130.66 


ATT.-COMP.-INT. PCT. 
404-237-7 58.7 
258-142-15 55.0 
213-108-8 50.7 
288-162-8 56.2 

82-55-1 67.1 
291-184-8 63.2 
142-81-6 57.0 
157-85-4 54.1 
231-125-5 54.1 
277-171-6 61.7 


YDS 
3,022 
2,173 
1,495 
2,089 

673 
2,110 
937 
1,159 
1,571 
1,905 


Denard Robinson, Michigan 
MarQueis Gray, Minnesota 
Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 
*-Kain Colter, Northwestern 
Nathan Scheelhaase, Illinois 
*-Tre Roberson, Indiana 
*-Braxton Miller, Ohio St. 
Matt McGloin, Penn St. 
Caleb Terbush 

*-Part-time starter 


REWRITING RECORDS? 


It’s setting up to be a record-breaking season in the Big Ten in 2012 as several 
players have the potential to set new career conference marks. They include: 

» Wisconsin running back Montee Ball is among the top 10 in the Big Ten 
in three career statistical categories, ranking third with 61 total touchdowns, 
tied for fourth with 55 rushing touchdowns and sixth with 368 career points. 
Former Badger running back Ron Dayne is the Big Ten’s all-time leader in 
rushing and total touchdowns (71) as well as in career points (426). 

» Michigan quarterback Denard Robinson enters his senior season with 
3,229 rushing yards, which is the second-most of any Big Ten quarterback. 
Robinson trails only former Indiana great Antwaan Randle El’s 3,895 yards 
on the ground. 

» Minnesota’s Troy Stoudermire is already the conference’s career leader 
in kickoff return yards with 3,102. He’s also second in career kickoff returns 
(122) and tied for seventh in career kickoff-return yardage (25.4). 

» Purdue’s Ricardo Allen is tied for third in Big Ten history with three 
interception returns for touchdowns. 

» Wisconsin’s Chris Borland is tied for fifth in Big Ten history with 10 forced 
fumbles in his career. 


BOWLED OVER 


Eleven-of-12 Big Ten Conference teams will face at least one non- 
conference opponent that participated in a bowl game last season. Illinois, 
Michigan, Nebraska and Penn State will all face three non-conference bowl 
teams in 2012. Iowa, Michigan State and Purdue will all play two non- 
conference bowl qualifiers, while Minnesota, Northwestern, Ohio State and 
Wisconsin all face one. 

The Wolverines have arguably the Big Ten’s most difficult non-conference 
schedule. After opening the season on Sept. | against defending national 
champion Alabama at Dallas Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, 
Michigan returns home to face Air Force (Military Bowl) on Sept. 8 and 
later faces Notre Dame (Champs Sports Bowl) on Sept. 22. 


WORTH NOTING 


» The Big Ten will once again have an opportunity to fill eight bowl 

slots in 2012. The current Big Ten bow] lineup, which will remain in place 
through the 2013 season, includes the Rose Bowl, Capital One Bowl, 
Outback Bowl, TaxSlayer.com Gator Bowl, Valley of the Sun Bowl, 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas, TicketCity Bowl and Little Caesars 
Pizza Bowl. 

» By winning last year’s title, Wisconsin has now captured 13 Big Ten 
championships and is seeking to join Michigan, Minnesota and Ohio 
State as the fourth Big Ten program to win three consecutive conference 
gridiron titles. 


JAARES VANGENBERG 


NO-PLAYS FOR 2012 


With the Big Ten’s divisional format, each 
conference team will not play against three 
league opponents each season. The “no- 
plays” for the 2012 season are listed below: 


LEGENDS DIVISION (Does not play) 

lowa: Illinois, Ohio State, Wisconsin 
Michigan: Indiana, Penn State, Wisconsin 
Michigan State: Illinois, Penn State, Purdue 
Minnesota: Indiana, Ohio State, Penn State 
Nebraska: Illinois, Indiana, Purdue 


Northwestern: Ohio State, Purdue, Wisconsin 


LEADERS DIVISION 

Illinois: lowa, Michigan State, Nebraska 
Indiana: Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska 
Ohio State: lowa, Minnesota, Northwestern 
Penn State: Michigan, Michigan State, 
Minnesota 

Purdue: Michigan State, Nebraska, 


Northwestern 


Wisconsin: lowa, Michigan, Northwestern 


PHOTO COURTESY IOWA MEDIA RELATIONS 
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2012 Big Ten Composite Schedule 


THURSDAY, AUG. 30 
Minnesota at UNLV 


FRIDAY, AUG, 31 
Boise State at Michigan State 


SATURDAY, SEPT, 1 

lowa vs. Northern IIlinois* 
Michigan vs. Alabama# 
Southern Miss at Nebraska 
Northwestern at Syracuse 
Western Michigan at Illinois 
Indiana State at Indiana 
Miami (Ohio) at Ohio State 
Ohio at Penn State 

Eastern Kentucky at Purdue 
Northern lowa at Wisconsin 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 8 

lowa State at lowa 

Air Force at Michigan 
Michigan State at Central Michigan 
New Hampshire at Minnesota 
Nebraska at UCLA 

Vanderbilt at Northwestern 
Illinois at Arizona State 
Indiana at UMass 

Central Florida at Ohio State 
Penn State at Virginia 

Purdue at Notre Dame 
Wisconsin at Oregon State 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 15 

Northern lowa at lowa 

UMass at Michigan 

Notre Dame at Michigan State 
Western Michigan at Minnesota 
Arkansas State at Nebraska 
Boston College at Northwestern 
Charleston Southern at Illinois 
Ball State at Indiana 

Cal at Ohio State 

Navy at Penn State 

Eastern Michigan at Purdue 
Utah State at Wisconsin 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 22 

Central Michigan at lowa 

Michigan at Notre Dame 

Eastern Michigan at Michigan State 
Syracuse at Minnesota 

Idaho State at Nebraska 

South Dakota at Northwestern 
Louisiana Tech at Illinois 
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UAB at Ohio State 
Temple at Penn State 
Texas-El Paso at Wisconsin 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 29 
Minnesota at lowa 

Ohio State at Michigan State 
Minnesota at lowa 
Wisconsin at Nebraska 
Indiana at Northwestern 
Penn State at Illinois 
Marshall at Purdue 


SATURDAY, OCT, 6 
Michigan at Purdue 
Michigan State at Indiana 


SATURDAY, NOV. 3 

lowa at Indiana 

Michigan at Minnesota 
Nebraska at Michigan State 
Illinois at Ohio State 

Penn State at Purdue 


SATURDAY, NOV. 10 
Purdue at lowa 
Northwestern at Michigan 
Minnesota at Illinois 

Penn State at Nebraska 
Wisconsin at Indiana 


SATURDAY, NOV. 17 
lowa at Michigan 


Nebraska at Ohio State 
Northwestern at Penn State 
Illinois at Wisconsin 


Northwestern at Michigan State 
Minnesota at Nebraska 

Purdue at Illionis 

Indiana at Penn State 
SATURDAY, OCT. 13 Ohio State at Wisconsin 
lowa at Michigan State 
Illinois at Michigan 
Northwestern at Minnesota 
Ohio State at Indiana 


FRIDAY, NOV. 23 
Nebraska at lowa 


Wisconsin at Purdue SATURDAY, NOV. 24 

Michigan at Ohio State 
SATURDAY, OCT. 20 Michigan State at Minnesota 
Penn State at lowa Illinois at Northwestern 
Michigan State at Michigan Indiana at Purdue 


Minnesota at Wisconsin 
Nebraska at Northwestern 
Indiana at Navy 

Purdue at Ohio State 


Wisconsin at Penn State 


Saturday, Dec. 1 
Big Ten Championship Game 


SATURDAY, OCT. 27 

lowa at Northwestern 
Michigan at Nebraska 
Michigan State at Wisconsin 
Purdue at Minnesota 
Indiana at Illinois 


"at Soldier Field, Chicago 
#at Cowboys Stadium, Arlington, Texas 
A Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis 


Ohio State at Penn State 
2012 BIG TEN BOWL LINEUP 
Capital One Bowl (Orlando, Fla.) ......-...e cece eee e eee e eee s nee eeeee Big Ten vs. SEC 
TaxSlayer.com Gator Bowl (Jacksonville, Fla.) .......--.000eeeeeeeeeee Big Ten vs. SEC 
Valley of the Sun Bowl (Tempe, Ariz.)........-:.02+0ecteeeeeeenees Big Ten vs. Big 12 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl (Detroit, Mich.) .....-..2...00eeeeeeeeeeeee Big Ten vs. MAC 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas (Houston, Texas).....-.-+.++-++++ Big Ten vs. Big 12 
| Outback Bowl (Tampa, Flat)... ..5 sce. s ese gure iw ees eee manne sabes Big Ten vs. SEC 
| Rose Bowl Game (Pasadena, Calif.) ........02.cccceceresensteeeees Big Ten vs. Pac-12 


TicketCity Bowl (Dallas, Texas) .........-.0--e see eee eeee Big Ten vs. Conference USA 
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Huskers Illustrated All-Big Ten Team 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

POS. PLAYER HT. WT. YR. SCHOOL POS. PLAYER HT. WT. YR. SCHOOL 
WR—Keenan Davis 6-3 215 Sr lowa WR—KENNY BELL 6-1 180 SO. NEBRASKA 
WR—Jared Abbrederris 6-3 180 Jr. Wisconsin WR—Roy Roundtree 6-1 175s Sr. Michigan 
WR—Jeremy Gallon 5-9 180 Jr. Michigan WR—Antavian Edison 5-11 175s Sr. Purdue 
TE—Jacob Pedersen 6-4 240 sJr. Wisconsin TE—Jake Stoneburner 6-5 245 Sr OhioSt. 
OL—Taylor Lewan 6-8 295 Jr. Michigan OL—Jack Mewhort 6-6 305 sSr. Ohio St. 
OL—SPENCER LONG 6-5 305 JR. NEBRASKA OL—JEREMIAHSIRLES 6-6 320 JR, NEBRASKA 
OL—Travis Frederick 6-5 3300 sJr. Wisconsin Ol—Fou Fonoti 6-4 300s Sr. Michigan St. 
OL—Ricky Wagner 6-6 320 Sr. Wisconsin OL—Pat Ward 6-7 310s Sr. Northwestern 
OL—Chris McDonald 6-5 300 Sr. = Michigan St. OL—Hugh Thornton 6-5 310 Sr. Ilinois 
QB—Denard Robinson 6-1 195 Sr. = Michigan QB—TAYLOR MARTINEZ 6-1 200 JR. NEBRASKA 
RB—REX BURKHEAD 5-11 210 SR, NEBRASKA RB—Fitz Toussaint 5-10 200 Jr Michigan 
RB—Montee Ball 5-11 210 Sr. Wisconsin RB—James White 5-10 995 dr Wisconsin 
RB— Silas Redd 5-10 210 Jr. Penn St. RB—Le'Veon Bell 6-2 237) or. Michigan St. 
PK—BRETT MAHER 6-1 185 SR. NEBRASKA PK—Anthony Fera 6-2 21s) ‘Je Penn St. 
KR—Raheem Mostert 5-11 180 So. Purdue KR—AMEER ABDULLAH 5-9 180 SO. NEBRASKA 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

POS. PLAYER HT. WT. YR. SCHOOL _ POS. PLAYER HT. WT. YR. SCHOOL 
DlL—John Simon 6-2 270 = Sr. Ohio St. DlL—Jordan Hill 6-1 300s Sr. Penn St. 
DlL—Kawann Short 6-3 310 Sr Purdue DL—BAKER STEINKUHLER6-6 290 SR, NEBRASKA 
DL—Michael Buchanan 6-6 240s Sr. Illinois DL—Craig Roh 6-5 250 = Sr. Michigan 
DL—William Gholston 6-7 280 sr. Michigan St. Dl—Johnathan Hankins 6-3 =i a | Ohio St. 
LB—Gerald Hodges 6-2 235. “Sk Penn St. LB—James Morris 6-2 230. it lowa 
LB—Chris Borland 5-11 245s Jr. Wisconsin LB—Denicos Allen 5-10 220 Jr. Michigan St. 
LB—Mike Taylor 6-3 230 Sr. Wisconsin LB—Max Bullough 6-3 245s Jr. Michigan St. 
DB—Johnny Adams 5-11 175 Sr. Michigan St. DB—Ricardo Allen 5-9 175 Jr. Purdue 
DB—Micah Hyde 6-1 185 Sr. lowa DB—\Ibraheim Campbell 5-11 105 So. Northwestern 
DB—Isaiah Lewis 5-10 195s Jr. Michigan St. DB—Marcus Cromartie 6-1 180s Sr. Wisconsin 
DB—C.J, Barnett 6-1 190s Sr. Ohio St. DB—Tanner Miller 6-2 200 sJr. lowa 
P—BRETT MAHER 6-1 185 SR, NEBRASKA P—Cody Webster 6-1 205 sdr. Purdue 
PR— Jared Abbrederris 6-3 180 Jr. Wisconsin PR—Jeremy Gallon 5-8 180s Sr. Michigan’ 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR - Montee Ball, Wisconsin 
DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR - John Simon, Ohio State 
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Hawkeyes 


By Todd Brommelkamp 
HOW THEY RUN 


New offensive coordinator Greg 
Davis reminded Iowa beat writers 
when he was hired in the spring 
4 that he had a history of working his 
playbook around the type of talent 
he had to work with. When it comes to his new 
team’s ground personnel, history shows he'll 
have to be flexible. 

The Hawkeyes began last season with 
sophomore Marcus Coker, fresh off an MVP 
performance at the 2010 Insight Bowl, and 
freshman Mika’il McCall as the top running 
backs on the depth chart. Iowa ended the 
season with freshman Jordan Canzeri starting 
against Oklahoma in the 2011 Insight Bowl. 
Coker and McCall both transferred and Canzeri 
suffered an ACL injury in the spring, leaving 
the Hawks with fifth-year walk-on Jason White 
and sophomores DeAndre Johnson and Damon 
Bullock on the roster. That could open the door 
for one of two freshmen — Greg Garmon or 
Barkley Hill — to see action this fall. 

Graduation and the NFL Draft claimed three 
starters off the offensive line, including all-Big 
Ten left tackle Riley Reiff. James Ferentz, the 
son of Iowa's head coach and younger brother 
of the team’s new offensive line coach, could be 
an All-Big Ten center in his senior season. 


Iowa enters 2012 coming off back- 


BOTTOM LINE 
to-back seven-win regular seasons 
after earning a BCS berth and 


i a beating Georgia Tech in the 2010 


Orange Bowl. 

With question marks at running back and 
receiver, this team will go as far as Vandenberg 
can take it. None of Iowa's back-up quarterbacks 
have college experience (former back-up John 
Wienke is now a punter), so it’s Vandenberg or 
bust. 

Special teams could be a real wild card. 
Freshman Connor Kornbrath is expected to win 
the punting duties this fall, and a trio of kickers, 
including incumbent Michael Meyer, enter camp 
vying for the starting spot there. 

The non-conference schedule isn’t very 
intimidating, and with Minnesota visiting 
Kinnick Stadium for the Big Ten opener, the 
Hawkeyes could start the year 5-0 for the first 
time since the 2009 season. 

There are a lot of holes to fill on a team that 
won just seven games a year ago, but some of 
lowa’s best teams under Ferentz have been those 
with little or no expectations entering the season. 
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HOW THEY PASS 


on quarterback JAMES VANDENB 
high on the senior signal-caller. 


Davis coached a lot of great passers while at Texas and his early comments 


ERG seem to imply the new coordinator is 


Vandenberg worked in a no-huddle offense while in high school and 
seemed to thrive during the rare instances when the Hawkeyes went to a hurry-up 
pace last season, most notably in a frenzied fourth quarter comeback against Pitt last 
September. Davis had the Hawks working on a lot of no-huddle packages in the spring 


and a change of pace could be on the horizon 


in Ferentz's 14th season in Iowa City. 


For the second straight year the program loses its all-time leading receiver. Both 


Keenan Davis and Kevonte Martin-Manley w 


ill be counted on to help offset the loss 


of Marvin MeNutt. Davis caught 50 balls for 713 yards and four touchdowns in 2011. 
Tight end C. J. Fiedorowicz has a body (6-foot-7, 265) and skill set unlike any Davis has 
worked with in his nearly four decades in coaching. 

Iowa has always utilized a balanced offensive attack, often using the passing attack to 
set up the ground game. Davis talked openly about the team’s lack of speed at receiver 


this spring, and it remains to be seen just how 
offensive playbook. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


Change comes to the Hawks 

on the defensive side of the 

ball as well where Phil Parker 
replaces retired coordinator 
Norm Parker (no relation) after 13 years 
as the team’s defensive backs coach, 
Former offensive line coach Reese 
Morgan moves over to the defensive line, 
replacing Rick Kaczenski who now calls 
Lincoln, Neb., home. 

Former lowa linebacker LeVar Woods 
takes over for Darrell Wilson as the team’s 
linebackers coach with Wilson filling 
Parker's former role as mentor to the 
defensive backs. 

Inexperience rules the roost along the 


he’ll work around that as he retools the 


front four which is why Ferentz tabbed 
Morgan, a respected teacher and former 
high school coach, to lead the unit. The 
Hawks had just two letterwinners on the 
line during spring practices and could 
rely heavily on players like redshirted 
freshman Darian Cooper to fill the shoes 
of the departed Mike Daniels. 

James Morris has been Iowa’s starting 
middle linebacker since midway through 
his freshman season and the junior 
recorded 110 stops last fall. Outside 
backer Christian Kirksey finished second 
only to Morris in tackles in 2011 and his 
back-up, Anthony Hitchens, should round 
out the starting lineup. 
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Head coach: 
Now the dean of 
Big Ten coaches, 
Kirk Ferentz (14th 
, season) used 

—_ the openings 
created by the retirement of Norm 
Parker and offensive coordinator 
Ken O'Keefe's move to the NFL to 
retool his coaching staff for just the 
second time in his now 14 years. 
The changes brought an infusion of 
youth to the field and the recruiting 
trail where everyone — Ferentz 
included ~ knows things need to 
pick up. Ferentz has job security, 
but back-to-back Insight Bowl 
appearances aren't sitting well with 
the team’s fan base. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 
2012 SCHEDULE 


9/1 vs. Northern Illinois# 
9/8 lowa State 

9/15 Northern lowa 
9/22 Central Michigan 
9/29 Minnesota 

10/13 at Michigan State 
10/20 Penn State 

10/27 at Northwestern 
11/3 at Indiana 

11/10 Purdue 

11/17, at Michigan 
11/23 Nebraska 


#-Soldier Field, Chicago, Ill. 
2011 RESULTS 


9/3 Tennessee Tech  W, 34-7 
9/10 at lowa State L, 44-41(30T) 
9/17 Pittsburgh W, 31-27 
9/24 La-Lafayette  W,45-17 
10/8 at Penn State L, 13-3 
10/15 Northwestern W, 41-31 
10/22 Indiana W, 45-24 
10/29 at Minnesota L, 22-21 
11/5 Michigan W, 24-16 
11/12 Michigan State —_L, 37-21 
11/19 at Purdue W, 31-21 
11/25 at Nebraska L, 20-7 
12/30 vs.Oklahoma-# 131-14 


#-Insight Bowl 
RETURNING STARTERS 
(6 offense, 5 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: WR Keenan Davis, 

C James Ferentz, TE C.J. Fiedorowicz, 
FB Brad Rogers, OG Matt Tobin, 

QB James Vandenberg 

Defense: DE Dominic Alvis, 

DB Micah Hyde, LB Christian Kirksey, 
DB Tanner Miller, LB James Morris 
Specialists: PK Michael Meyer 
All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 
27-12-3 

First Meeting: 1891, lowa won 22-0 
(in Omaha) 

Last Meeting: 2011, Nebraska won 
20-7 (in Lincoln) 

Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Insight Bowl, lost to Oklahoma, 31-14 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2004(t) 


TE C.J. FIEDOROWI 


At 6-7 and 265 pounds the 
player who was nicknamed 
“Statue” by his teammates 
cuts an imposing figure. 
He's the popular break-out 
pick as he heads into his 
junior season, and for good 
reason. With receiver Marvin 
McNutt out of the picture, 
Vandenberg is going to 
need a new go-to target. 
Sixteen catches and 167 
yards, both career highs, 
could be in the rearview 
mirror by October. 


CB Micah Hyde 


A second team All-Big Ten pick last year by the 
coaches and media, Hyde is a dual-threat for the 
Hawkeyes. His three interceptions and eight pass 
deflections led the defensive unit in 2011, and his 72 
tackles were nothing to sneeze at either. However, his 
biggest contribution comes in returning punts, where 
his explosive moves make him a big-play threat. 


QB James Vandenberg | : 
Vandenberg started every game as a junior, passing 
for 3,022 yards and 25 touchdowns while throwing 
just seven interceptions. New offensive coordinator 
Greg Davis lauded Vandenberg for his work in the film 
room this spring and it’s not out of the question he 
could enjoy his best season as a Hawkeye in his final 
year, thanks to Davis’ new playbook. 
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TRADITIONS 


lowa players arrive at Kinnick 
Stadium roughly two hours 
before kickoff and enter the 
stadium at the south gate 
where a 20-foot statue of 1939 
Heisman Trophy winner Nile 
Kinnick stands. Each Hawkeye 
rubs Kinnick’s helmet on their 
way into the stadium for good 
luck. 
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TRAVEL 


Located just off Interstate 80, lowa City offers a unique blend of local shops 
and restaurants along with typical chain fare for dining. The lowa River cuts 
the university in east and west sections with most of the school's athletic 
venues located on the west side of the river. The majority of gameday 
parking near the stadium is reserved for those with passes, but shuttle 
buses run from Hancher Auditorium on a regular basis. A number of parking 
ramps in downtown lowa City are only about a 15-20 minute walk from 


Kinnick Stadium. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Located in downtown lowa City, 
the Pedestrian Mall is the center of 
campus life. Featuring a number 

of bars and restaurants as well as 
locally owned shops it’s the only 
way to experience lowa City - 
especially the night before home 
games when members of the lowa 
Marching Band roam from bar to 
bar playing music in exchange for 
libations. Coach's Corner Sports Pub 
near Finkbine Golf Course and the 
UI Hall of Fame (both open to the 
public) is Hawkeye heaven. Looking 
to stock up for your tailgate? Hit 

up John’s Grocery (“Dirty John’s” 

to locals). In addition to being the 
hometown of Captain James T. Kirk, 
tiny Riverside (about 20 minutes 
south of lowa City) is home to 

the lavish Riverside Casino & Golf 
Resort. 


DON'T MISS 


Melrose Avenue, which hugs 
Kinnick Stadium to the south, 
features a number of gameday food 
vendors with just about any type 

of food you can think of served 

on astick. For the true Hawkeye 
experience make sure you enjoy a 
“big ass turkey leg” washed down 
with the beverage of your choice. 
Just make sure if you're on public 
property that beverage is concealed 
and out of eyesight of University of 
lowa Police. Tailgating is a huge part 
of the gameday experience but the 
school and local law enforcement 
have cracked down in recent 

years on open containers near the 
stadium. 


SCOTT FIDDELKE 


Joseph's Steakhouse 


GOOD EATS 


The Hamburg Inn, offering 
breakfast all day and a large 
menu, has hosted the likes of 
Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama through the 
years. The nearby Bluebird Diner 
is building its own loyal fan base 
as well. For an upscale dinner, 
Joseph's Steakhouse is hard to 
top. Sister city Coralville features 
"The Strip” with a variety of 

local and chain options along 
Highway 6, many of which 

are within walking distance of 
Kinnick Stadium. lowa City’s 
many Chicago-area transplants 
satisfy their hunger for deep 
dish pizza at the Wig & Pen and 
hot dogs and beef sandwiches 
at Sparti's Gyros. 
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Wolverines | 


By Michael Spath 


HOW THEY RUN 


Second-year offensive 

coordinator Al Borges expected 
4 to drastically reduce DENARD 

ROBINSON'S rushing attempts 
in 2011 from the 20.0 he averaged in 2010. 
At least early in the season, however, as 
the Wolverines waited for a No. 1 running 
back to emerge, Robinson carried the load, 
averaging 17.8 attempts and 138.0 yards 
rushing in leading U-M to a 4-0 start. 

Eventually, that go-to ball carrier did 
surface in the form of redshirted junior 
Fitzgerald Toussaint, who actually 
outgained Robinson 848 yards to 624 yards 
in Big Ten play. The 5-foot-10, 195-pound 
Toussaint, blessed with incredible quickness, 
vision and elusiveness, would finish with 
1,041 yards on the season. 

In the spring, Maize and Blue fans 
caught a glimpse of what to expect out of 
this two-headed monster this season, with 
Robinson more selective in choosing when 
to run while Toussaint showed even greater 
patience for holes to develop and a burst of 
speed that was missing a year ago. 


HOWTHEY DEFEND __ 


Michigan’s defense set records 
for futility from 2008-10, 
astonishing program worsts 
‘ — @ | in yards allowed (450.8) 
and points surrendered (35.2) in 2010. 
With a lineup that featured six returning 
starters, coordinator Greg Mattison 
worked miracles, with U-M ranking 17th 
nationally in total defense in 2011 (322.2 
ypg.) and sixth in scoring (17.4 ppg.). 
The good news is that eight starters 
return from that unit, including the entire 
back seven. However, the Maize and 
Blue graduated nose tackle Mike Martin, 
defensive tackle Will Heininger and 
strongside end Ryan Van Bergen. 
Michigan isn’t starting from scratch, 
though, moving senior Craig Roh from 
weakside end to the strongside, which 
allows promising sophomores Frank Clark 
and Brennen Beyer to duke it out to be 
U-M’s primary pass rusher, while moving 
junior Jibreel Black from the outside to the 
inside at defensive tackle. 


HOW THEY PASS QZ 


Michigan fans panicking that Borges would turn his dual-threat quarterback 
into a pro-style pocket passer had their fears allayed early in the 2011 season 


when it became apparent the senior signal-caller was more comfortable 


operating out of the shotgun. 


Michigan’s coaching staff adapted to the talent of its personnel, employing an aerial 
attack similar to the spread offense run by Rich Rodriguez (Borges’ ideal pro-style 
hybrid — his designation for it — is on the shelf until 2013). There were differences, 
however, and Robinson struggled in his first season in the new system, completing just 
55.0 percent of his attempts. He also was prone to turnovers, throwing 15 interceptions 


compared to 20 touchowns. 


The Maize and Blue are confident Robinson’s numbers will improve dramatically in 
2012, but he’ll have to make gains without dependable wideouts Junior Hemingway and 
Martavious Odoms and tight end Kevin Koger. U-M returns just five scholarship wide 
receivers, who combined for just 62 grabs last season, while its two veteran tight ends 


made only a single catch. 


Fifth-year senior Roy Roundtree (123 career receptions) and redshirted junior Jeremy 
Gallon (31 grabs last season) are Robinson's primary targets while the hope is that 
redshirted sophomore Jerald Robinson will be a breakout performer. 


BOTTOM LINE 

Michigan went 11-3 a 

year ago, beating Virginia 
y Tech in the Sugar Bowl, 

in resurrecting one of the 
Big Ten’s proudest programs after a 
15-22 stretch under former coach Rich 
Rodriguez that ended U-M’s 40-year run 
without a losing season (1968-2007) and 
its 33-year bowl streak (1975-2007). 

Far from satisfied, head coach Brady 
Hoke called his first season a failure 
because the Wolverines failed to win the 
Big Ten title. And that is the singular goal 
this fall. 

The Maize and Blue face a daunting 
schedule both in the non-conference — a 


neutral-site affair with Alabama in the 
season opener and a trip to Notre Dame 
(not to mention hard-to-prepare for Air 
Force) — and in conference play, with 
visits to Nebraska and Ohio State. Yet, 
if Michigan can beat Michigan State at 
home Oct. 15, it expects to play for a shot 
at the Big Ten Championship berth when 
it trips to Ohio State Nov. 24 (regardless 
of its result against the Cornhuskers). 
Michigan won't likely win 11 games, 
but if U-M goes 9-3 or even 8-4 and 
is playing for the Big Ten title the first 
weekend of December, its season will 
be deemed progress over Hoke’s initial 
campaign. 


JUNE/JULY, 2012 | 133 


Head coach: 
Named the Big 
Ten Dave McClain 
Coach of the Year, 
Brady Hoke (2nd 
year) led Michigan 
to its biggest one-year jump in 
victories (four) since Fielding H. 
Yost's 1901 team also improved by 
four wins. Nationally, Hoke is just the 
eighth head coach in the BCS era to 
lead his team to a BCS bowl in his 
first season, and only the third to win 
the game. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
No. 12 AP, No. 9 Coaches. 


2012 SCHEDULE 
9/1 vs. Alabama-# 
9/8 vs. Air Force 


9/15 Massachusetts 
9/22 at Notre Dame 
10/6 at Purdue 

10/13 vs. Illinois 

10/20 vs. Michigan State 
10/27 at Nebraska 

11/3 at Minnesota 
11/10 vs. Northwestern 
11/17 vs. lowa 

11/24 at Ohio State 


#-in Arlington, Texas 


9/3 vs.W. Michigan W, 34-10 
9/10 vs.NotreDame  W, 35-31 
9/17 vs. Eastern Michigan W, 31-3 
9/24 vs.San Diego State W, 28-7 
10/1 vs. Minnesota W, 58-0 
10/8 at Northwestern W, 42-24 
10/15 at Michigan State L, 28-14 
10/29 vs. Purdue W, 36-14 
11/5 at lowa L, 24-16 
11/12 at Illinois W, 31-14 
11/19 vs. Nebraska W, 45-17 
11/26 vs. Ohio State W, 40-34 
1/3 vs. Vir. Tech-# W, 23-20 (OT) 
#-Sugar Bowl at New Orleans 


RETURNING STARTERS 


(6 offense, 8 defense, 2 specialists) 


Offense: LT Taylor Lewan, OL 
Michael Schofield, RG Patrick 
Omameh, WR Roy Roundtree, 

TB Fitzgerald Toussaint, QB Denard 
Robinson 


Defense: DE Craig Roh, LB Kenny 
Demens, LB Desmond Morgan, 
LB Jake Ryan, CB Blake Countess, 
CB J.T. Floyd, SS Jordan Kovacs, 
FS Thomas Gordon 

Specialists: PK Brendan Gibbons, 
P Will Hagerup 


All-Time Series: Michigan leads, 4-2-1 


First Meeting: 1905, Michigan 
won 31-0 (in Ann Arbor) 


Last Meeting: 2011, Michigan won 
45-17 (in Ann Arbor) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Sugar Bowl, defeated Virginia Tech, 
23-20 (OT) 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2004 (t) 
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NT Will Campbell 


A massive 6-5, 315-pounder, Campbell is 
eager to make good on the promise that 
earned him 5-star distinction as a recruit in 
the Class of 2009. He barely made a dent in 
his first two seasons, saw increased playing 
time as a reserve last season, notching two 
sacks among 14 stops, and is being counted 
on to plug the hole in the middle of the 
defensive line created by the departure of 
all-conference performer Mike Martin. 


QB Denard Robinson 


Robinson is 18-8 as a starter and ranks as 
one of Michigan's top-10 rushers (eighth, 
3,229 yards) and leaders in total offense 
(third, 8,160 yards). Though he has averaged 
182.4 yards passing per game in his 26 starts, 
Robinson is still considered by many to be a 
running quarterback (he has averaged 110.7 
yards rushing as a starter). Robinson will 
only be remembered as a winner, though, 

if he leads U-M to its first conference title in 
almost a decade. 


WR Roy Roundtree 


Two years ago, in 2010, Roundtree 

set a Michigan single-game record 
with 246 yards receiving in a win 

over Illinois. He wound up with 72 
catches and seven touchdowns as a 
sophomore but slumped to 19 grabs 
and two scores in 2011 as he adjusted 
to a new role in a new offense. With 
Junior Hemingway trying to make 

an NFL roster this fall, Roundtree 
becomes U-M's de facto No. 1 receiver, 
and has to prove capable of bouncing 
back. 


TRAVEL 


Ann Arbor is less than a 45-minute drive from Detroit, and 25 
minutes from Metro Airport, but operates independently of the 
major metropolitan area. Ann Arborites will gladly boast their 
home features big-city culture in a smaller, college town (though 
census numbers put Ann Arbor at 113,000). Ann Arbor features 
a large quadron of hotels on State Street (one of two main hubs 
through the city) south of campus, while Campus Inn, Bell Tower 
Hotel and Weber's Inn are boutique hotels with an extra degree 
of service. 


GOOD EATS 


Ann Arbor features one of the most eclectic restaurant 

scenes in the Midwest, with Italian, French, Asian-Pacific, 
Ethiopian, Polish, Thai, Middle Eastern, German and even 

more options. Downtown is home to over 40 establishments, 
including Vinology, which has seen its menu rise in stature to 
meet its wine selection reputation. Featuring southern BBQ 
fare, Blue Tractor is making a name for itself among the five 
microbreweries in Ann Arbor while Café Felix, Black Pearl and 
The Raven's Club are setting trends with their food and martinis. 
For home-style comfort, Zingerman’s Roadhouse (located on the 
west side of town) delivers the best bang for your buck. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Dominick's is the only primarily-outdoor bar in Ann Arbor and is 
a great place to spend an afternoon with its friendly, communal 
atmosphere. It sits directly across from the Law School, which 
features the best place on campus to bring a blanket and 
sprawl out on the lawn. Visitors can also check out Michigan's 
local livery, which allows kayakers, paddle boaters and canoers 
to traverse more than five miles of the Huron River. There is 
shopping throughout the city and at Briarwood Mall, while in 
nice weather through September, and early October, the patio 
scene along Main Street, State Street and South University is the 
place to be. 


DON’T MISS 


Michigan, of course, features the biggest football stadium in the country, capable of 
holding more than 110,000 every game - last year U-M set the NCAA single-game 
record at 114,804 - and there is nothing quite like seeing the Wolverines storm out 
of the tunnel under the ‘M Go Blue’ banner as the band cranks out “The Victors’ fight 
song. If attending Michigan's Homecoming be sure to make haste for the corner of 
Washtenaw and South U. for the annual ‘Mud Bowl’ between rival fraternities as they 
clash in a pit of mud 2- to 3-feet deep. 
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Spartans 


By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY RUN _ —— 

With a big chunk of Michigan 

State’s passing game gone 

4 from last season, the Spartans 
may have to lean heavily on 

the running game — at least in the early 

going — as they break in new starting 

quarterback ANDREW MAXWELL and 

several new receivers. 

Fortunately many of the pieces are in 
place to do just that. Le’Veon Bell emerged 
as the starter at tailback last season as 
a sophomore, rushing for 948 yards, 
including 10 rushes of 20 yards or longer, 
and 13 touchdowns to rank fifth in the Big 
Ten Conference. 

Of the offense’s five returning starters, 
four of them are on the line in center Travis 
Jackson, right guard Chris McDonald 
and tackles Fou Fonoti and Dan France. 
In truth, the Spartans have six offensive 
linemen back with starting experience as 
guard Blake Treadwell and tackle Skyler 
Burkland were both injured in the third 
game of last season but are back in 2012. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


Michigan State expects to return 
eight starters from one of the 
best defenses in the country 

last season. The Spartans 
ranked sixth nationally in total defense 

in 2011, allowing 277.43 yards per game, 
and finished 10th in scoring defense (18.36 
points per game). 

The Spartans led the Big Ten in several 
defensive categories, including total defense, 
rushing defense (100.5 yards allowed per 
game), interceptions (18) and third-down 
conversion defense (.337). The Spartans 
were second in the conference in both sacks 
(45) and tackles for loss (105). 

Up front, defensive ends William 
Gholston and Marcus Rush return as 
starters along with linebackers Denicos 
Allen, Max Bullough and Chris Norman. 
Allen finished with a team-leading 11 sacks 
and 18 tackles for loss last season. 

The secondary is also experienced, 
returning top cornerbacks Johnny Adams 
and Darqueze Dennard as well as strong 
safety Isaiah Lewis. 
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HOW THEY PASS 


Passing will be the big question mark for the Spartans, who will be attempting 
to replace three-year starter and team captain Kirk Cousins at quarterback. 
As if that task weren't daunting enough, Michigan State’s top three wide 
receivers are also gone, including Michigan State's all-time leading receiver 
B.J. Cunningham and two of the top three tight ends. 

After the conclusion of spring practices, Spartans’ head coach Mark Dantonio 
declared that Cousins’ replacement, Maxwell, is “game-ready.” Maxwell, who is a 
fourth-year junior and former Elite 11 quarterback, played in just four games in 2011, 
completing 18-of-26 pass attempts (69.2 percent) for 171 yards and one touchdown with 
no interceptions. 

Tight end Dion Sims is the lone returning pass-catcher for Michigan State. In hopes 
of addressing the turnover at receiver, the Spartans signed one of the top wide receiver 
recruits in the country in Aaron Burbridge, and Dantonio is optimistic that Tennessee 
transfer DeAnthony Arnett will be ruled eligible by the NCAA. 

“Wide receiver is a position we've lost a lot of players,” Dantonio told reporters. “So 
we're looking to replace those guys, obviously. That’s a position where we've addressed 
those needs in recruiting, and we're addressing those needs with position moves or 
different situations we're trying to deal with.” 


BOTTOM LINE 

Lan Following a season that saw road games at Michigan and Wisconsin, 
Michigan State win 11 games but they get Legends Division foes Iowa, 

) for a second consecutive Nebraska and Northwestern at home. 
season, advance to the Big That could be a major factor as 


Ten championship game and gut out a 
triple-overtime victory over Georgia in the 
Outback Bowl, the Spartans appear to be 
only a successful quarterback transition 
away from being a major contender to win 
a conference title and make their first Rose 
Bowl appearance since 1988. 

The Spartans were able to navigate 
through last year’s brutal October schedule 
(at Ohio State, Michigan, Wisconsin and 
at Nebraska) with a 3-1 mark to bolster 
their season. This year, they still have a 
killer stretch that includes back-to-back 


Michigan State has won 14 consecutive 
games at Spartan Stadium, marking the 
program’s longest home winning streak 
since winning 19 in a row from 1950-53. 
The Spartans’ current home winning 
streak is the fifth-best in school history — 
the program record is a 23-game home 
winning streak from 1903-1907 — and 
the fourth-best active winning streak in 
the NCAA's Football Bowl Subdivision, 
trailing only LSU (17), Wisconsin (16) and 
Northern Illinois (15). 


PHOTOS COURTESY MICHIGAN STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


Head coach: Mark 
Dantonio enters 
his sixth season as 
Michigan State's 
head coach with a 

i : 44-22 record with 
the Spartans and a 62-39 overall 
mark, including three seasons 
(2004-2006) at Cincinnati. In 2011, 
the Spartans finished 11-3, beating 
Ohio State in Columbus, Ohio, for 
the first time since 1998 and beat 
intrastate rival Michigan for a fourth 
consecutive time. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
No. 11 AP, No. 10 Coaches 


2012 SCHEDULE 
8/31 Boise State 
9/8 at Central Michigan 


9/15 Notre Dame 
9/22 Eastern Michigan 
9/29 Ohio State 

10/6 at Indiana 

10/13 lowa 

10/20 at Michigan 
10/27 at Wisconsin 
11/3 Nebraska 

11/17 Northwestern 
11/24 at Minnesota 


2011 RESULTS 
9/2 Youngstown State W, 28-6 
9/10 Florida Atlantic W, 44-0 


9/17. at Notre Dame L, 31-13 
9/24 Central Michigan W, 45-7 


10/1 at Ohio State W, 10-7 
10/15 Michigan W, 28-14 
10/22 Wisconsin W, 37-31 
10/29 at Nebraska L, 24-3 
11/5 Minnesota W, 31-24 
11/12 at lowa W, 37-21 
11/19 Indiana W, 55-3 


11/26 at Northwestern W, 31-17 
12/3 vs. Wisconsin-# L, 42-39 
1/2 vs. Georgia-“ W, 33-30 
#-Big Ten Championship at 
Indianapolis 

A-Outback Bowl at Tampa, Fla. 
RETURNING STARTERS 

(5 offense, 8 defense, 2 specialists) 


Offense: TB Le’Veon Bell, RT Fou 
Fonoti, LT Dan France, C Travis 
Jackson, RG Chris McDonald 
Defense: CB Johnny Adams, LB 
Denicos Allen, LB Max Bullough, 
CB Darqueze Dennard, DE William 
Gholston, SS Isaiah Lewis, LB Chris 
Norman, DE Marcus Rush 
Specialists: PK Dan Conroy, 

P Mike Sadler 


All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 6-0 


First Meeting: 1914, Nebraska won 
24-0 (in Lincoln) 

Last Meeting: 2011, Nebraska won 
24-3 (in Lincoln) 

Last Bowl Appearance: 2012 (2011 
season), Outback Bowl, defeated 
Georgia 33-30 in triple overtime 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2010(t) 


RB Le’Veon Bell — 


Despite starting just six games at tailback, Bell was the Big Ten’s No. 8 rusher 
last season with 948 yards and 13 touchdowns. The 6-foot-2, 238-pounder 
enters his junior season with 1,553 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns in 27 


career games. Bell is also a receiving threat out of the backfield with 46 career 


receptions for 364 yards. 


CB Johnny Adams 


Adams was a first-team All-Big Ten Conference 
selection by the coaches last season after recording 
51 tackles (37 solo stops) and three interceptions 

as a junior. He led the Big Ten in interception-return 
yardage with 141 and returned one interception for 
a touchdown to help bolster the conference's best 
defense in 2011. 


LB Denicos Allen 


Allen's first season as Michigan State's starting strong- 
side linebacker was impressive as he earned second- 
team All-Big Ten recognition from the media as a 
sophomore. He ranked second in the Big Ten and 12th 
in the country with 11 sacks and also had 18.5 tackles 
for loss, which was fourth in the Big Ten and No. 2 on 
the Spartans’ all-time single-season charts. 
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TRAVEL 


The Michigan Flyer offers shuttle service from Detroit Metro Airport to 
East Lansing, while the Capital Area Transportation Authority provides 
busing around town. Free parking is available at commuter lot 89 with 
shuttle service provided to and from Spartan Stadium. The East Lansing 
Marriott Hotel is a short walk from campus. 


GOOD EATS 


The Eastwood Towne Center located off Lake Lansing Road provides 
several dining options including restaurants such as Bravo, Mitchell's 

Fish Market and PF. Chang's. For a more local flavor, El Azteco located on 
Albert and M.A.C. Avenue is an excellent option for Mexican, while The 
Peanut Barrel off Grand River is legendary for its olive burgers and Long 
Island iced teas. Chains such as Five Guys Burgers and Fries and Pita Pit are 
also located along the Grand River strip. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Crunchy’s provides a festive pre-game atmosphere for all ages, serving 
burgers and buckets of beer with good specials as an East Lansing 
staple. The Riviera Café provides a more mellow college atmosphere on 
gamedays with plenty of HD TVs, friendly energetic staff and good bar 
food. After the game head back to Crunchy’s for karaoke, while Ricks and 
PT. O'Malley's located on Abbott and Grand River are the spots to mingle 
with MSU students for dancing and drink specials. 


DON'T MISS 


A walk around the Red Cedar River prior to kickoff en route to Spartan 
Stadium, with a stop at scenic Beaumont Tower. 


Beaumont Tower 
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Gophers 


By Phil Miller 


HOW THEY RUN 


No Gopher rushing play has 

gained 40 yards or more in the 
43 past 43 games, the longest such 

streak in the nation. James 
Gillum hopes to change that. 

Gillum, who gained 2,339 yards and 25 
scores in two seasons at Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College, joins a backfield 
all but devoid of significant experience. 
Redshirted sophomore Donnell Kirkwood 
is the veteran of the group, but that amounts 
to only 90 carries, 336 yards and three 
touchdowns over two seasons. 

The biggest weapon on the ground, 
however, is quarterback MarQueis 
Gray, who romped for 966 yards and six 
touchdowns on the ground. Freeing him to 
prey upon defenses that leave the middle 
open figures to be Minnesota’s most effective 
play this year, too. And if the Gophers’ 
offensive line, still the Big Ten’s youngest 
but with several promising components (left 
tackle Ed Olson and his little brother, left 
guard Tommy Olson, in particular), can 
show improvement from being force-fed 
playing time a year ago, the Gophers’ plan is 
for fewer of Gray’s yards to come on run-for- 
his-life scrambles, 


BOTTOM LINE : 
Jerry Kill’s first season at 
Minnesota was about changing 
i the culture and selling patience. 
By most accounts, he was 
successful, despite a 3-9 record. 

Now the challenge gets tougher because 
boosting the talent level is a much slower 
process. The Gophers still are nowhere near 
challenging the Big Ten’s powers -- they 
have barely a dozen seniors, and virtually no 
experience catching or running the football -- 
but Kill hopes his progress begins to show up 
on the field this season. 

Winning their non-conference games 
would be a good start; Minnesota went 1-3 
before Big Ten play each of the past two 


seasons, dooming the Gophers to losing years. 


A slate featuring UNLV, New Hampshire, 
Western Michigan and Syracuse appears 
manageable. Then again, the Gophers lost 
home games to New Mexico State and North 
Dakota State in 2011. 


MarQueis Gray isn’t a stat guy, but he admits he has a saimmbet in mind: 60. 
That’s the completion percentage he expects of himself this season, a rather 

spectacular jump from his 50.7-percent success rate in 2011. But the Gophers 

don’t believe such solid improvement is out of reach -- significant progress, 


the coaches say, is normal for a quarterback with a year of experience. Gray, whose first 
two seasons as a Gopher were spent catching passes instead of throwing them, improved 
noticeably as the season went on, throwing downfield with more confidence. 

But Gray could be Drew Brees and it wouldn't matter if the Gophers can’t find receivers 
able to get open and hold onto the ball. Wideout may be the Gophers’ thinnest position; 
only senior Brandon Green has ever caught a touchdown pass, and his junior season -- 

15 catches, 190 yards and one score -- doesn’t suggest he’s about to blossom into a go-to 


target. 


Three true freshmen caught passes in 2011, and a couple more may be called upon this 
year. Marcus Jones, a small but speedy slot receiver, looked like an impact pass-catcher, 
but he tore a knee ligament in October. Devin Crawford-Tufts showed some ability to get 
open, but Minnesota needs him to develop quickly. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


Minnesota’s 19 sacks in 2011 
ranked 10th in the Big Ten, 
86th in the nation, and were 
fewer than half of Michigan 
State’s league-leading total of 46. 

They also represented terrific progress. 

After the Gophers finished last in 
the nation with just nine sacks in 2010, 
Jerry Kill’s defensive staff searched for 
speed, hoping to increase the pressure on 
quarterbacks. With good results, that plan 
has been re-doubled for 2012. 

Two cornerbacks, Brock Vereen and 
Derrick Wells, have been moved to safety, 
and former safety James Manuel is now 
an outside linebacker, all in the name of 


v 


speed. Senior Troy Stoudermire, who broke 
his arm a month into the season, has been 
granted a fifth year, adding quickness and 
experience to the secondary. 

And up front, redshirted freshman 
Thieren Cockran and sophomore Michael 
Amaefula figure to head the pass-rushing 
at defensive end, sacrificing size -- neither 
yet weighs 250 pounds -- in hopes of racing 
past blockers to collapse the pocket. 

Is all this speed enough? That largely 
depends upon the emergence of defensive 
tackle Ra’Shede Hageman, a formidable 
6-foot-6, 300-pound junior, who will be 
counted on to contain the running game. 
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Head coach: 
Jerry Kill (2nd 
season) hada 

| 1-6 record, had 
been outscored 

: 144-31 in his 

first three Big Ten games, and had 
suffered an epileptic seizure during 
a non-conference game, so on Oct. 
25, Minnesota announced that it 
had changed its mind about Kill’s 
contract. The surprise: The Gophers 
added two seasons to Kill’s original 
five-year deal and gave hima 

raise, a definitive statement on the 
university's faith that Kill can turn 
the program around. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 


Not ranked 

2012 SCHEDULE 

8/30 at UNLV 

9/8 New Hampshire 

9/15 Western Michigan 

9/22 Syracuse 

9/29 at lowa 

10/13 Northwestern 

10/20 at Wisconsin 

10/27 Purdue 

11/3 Michigan 

11/10 at Illinois 

11/17 at Nebraska 

11/24 Michigan State 

2011 RESULTS QB MarQueis Gray 

9/3 at USC L, 19-17 P ; ; ; 

S/O NewMexicoSt. 28-21 Gray seemed hesitant to pass, and too quick to run, during his first season at 
9/17 Miami (OH) — W, 29-23 quarterback. But that experience helped him grow, and his confidence is at another 
vi sa cae ee level as he heads into his senior season. The Gopher passing game should improve, 
10/8 at Purdue L, 45-17 and he’s still Minnesota's most dangerous ball-carrier, too. 

10/22 Nebraska L, 41-14 

10/29 lowa W, 22-21 

11/5 at Michigan State L, 31-24 

11/12 Wisconsin L, 42-13 

11/19 atNorthwestern — L, 28-13 

11/26 Illinois W, 27-7 


RETURNING STARTERS 

(6 offense, 6 defense, 2 specialists) 
Offense: OT Ed Olson, 

OG Tommy Olson, OG Zac Epping, 
QB MarQueis Gray, WR Marcus 
Jones, WR Malcolm Moulton 
Defense: DE Ben Perry, DE DLL. 
Wilhite, LB Mike Rallis, LB Keanon 
Cooper, CB Troy Stoudermire, 

DB Brock Vereen 

Specialists: PK Jordan Wettstein, 
P Dan Orseska 

All-Time Series: Minnesota leads, 
29-21-2 

First Meeting: 1900, Nebraska 
won 20-12 (in Lincoln) 

Last Meeting: 2011, Nebraska 
won 41-14 (in Minneapolis) 


WR Brandon Green 


Green came to Minnesota as one of its highest rated 
receivers ever, but spent three seasons being slowed by 
injury or overshadowed by better players. Now a senior 
and the lone receiver with any meaningful experience, 
Green will be expected to become the favorite target of 
his former roommate, QB MarQueis Gray. 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2009, 
Insight Bowl, lost to lowa State, 14-13 


Last Big Ten Championship: 
1967(t) 
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DT Ra’Shede Hageman 


He was an all-Minnesota tight end in high school but 
made little impact there as a Gopher. Hageman has 
finally found his niche at defensive tackle, though, and 
at 6-6 and 300 pounds, he's quietly convincing coaches 
he is about to blossom into a monster who can collapse 
the pocket and shut down the interior running game. 


TRAVEL 


Interstate 35 north from Des Moines, lowa, was a caravan of cars displaying scarlet-and-cream flags and Nebraska 
license plates last October, as Cornhusker fans made the 7-8 hour drive to the Twin Cities. Air travel is easy, too, 
and a light-rail line runs from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport to downtown Minneapolis, where dozens 
of hotels are available. Less-expensive motels are located on Washington Street on the edge of campus, but the 
light-rail line serving that area won't be operational until 2014. To avoid downtown congestion, consider staying in 
St. Paul, whose downtown is 10 miles to the east. Parking on game days can be crowded around campus, but the 
university runs free shuttle buses from parking lots at the State Fairgrounds. 


WHERE TO HANG 


The Twin Cities are one of the 20 largest metro areas in 
the nation, but it doesn't feel like it in Dinkytown, the 
small community of shops, bars and restaurants directly 
north of campus. There are plenty of places to eat 
before kickoff, and a slight detour allows you to stroll 
through campus on your way to TCF Bank Stadium. 
The school closes Oak St. adjacent to the stadium fora 
pre-game party, complete with food stands, games and 
live entertainment. Looking for some post-game fun? 
Loring Pasta Bar, two blocks from campus, is hopping 
on weekend nights with salsa dancing. 


TRADITIONS 


ah oc 


a oe a a 


DON'T MISS 


Minnesota is the only Big Ten university within easy 
walking distance of professional sports franchises, so 
check those schedules -- a Gopher football weekend 
can easily become a multi-sport extravaganza. The 
Metrodome, home of the NFL's Minnesota Vikings, is 
just a few blocks from the campus’s walking bridge over 
the Mississippi River. From there, take a short light-rail 
ride to Target Center for a Timberwolves NBA game, or 
Target Field, for Major League Baseball's Twins. And the 
NHL's Minnesota Wild plays 10 miles away in St. Paul's 
Xcel Energy Center. 


Hell's Kitchen 


GOOD EATS 


A visit to Hell’s Kitchen in 
downtown Minneapolis is a 
great way to start game days; 
the Mahnomin Porridge or 
Lemon-Ricotta hotcakes will 
fortify you for a chilly afternoon 
watching football. After the 
game, let traffic thin out while 
you enjoy the local brews and 
a Minneapolis tradition -- the 
Juicy Lucy, a burger with molten 
cheese cooked inside the meat 
-- at Stub and Herb’s, a block 
from the stadium. S&H's best 
version is the stuffed-bleu 
burger, but for the original, 
you have to drive to south 
Minneapolis, where Matt's Bar 
and the 5-8 Club both claim 

to have invented the tasty 
concoction. Judge for yourself 
which is better. 


The Gophers arrive for home games just west of TCF Bank Stadium, and stroll through the pre-game party on the 
“Victory Walk," cheered on by students and fans. Across the street from the stadium, inside the McNamara Alumni 
Center, a large brick wall looms over the lobby, the last remnants of Memorial Stadium, where the Gophers played 
until 1982; it’s a popular pre-game destination now. And if you're wondering what those maroon-and-gold-clad 
fans are yelling, it’s “Ski-U-Mah," a combination of a Sioux war cry and Minnesota cheer that dates back to the 1880s. 
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Wildcats 


By Terry Douglass 

HOW THEY RUN 
Northwestern's ground attack 
could take on a different look 

A} this season as 2011 leading 
rusher KAIN COLTER is now 

the full-time starting quarterback for the 

Wildcats following the graduation of signal- 

caller Dan Persa., 

With Colter leading the way with 654 
yards rushing, Northwestern finished No. 45 
in the country last season in rushing offense 
at 166.6 yards per game. The Wildcats will 
hope to at least be able to duplicate last 
year’s numbers with three starters returning 
on the offensive line in Patrick Ward, Brian 
Mulroe and Brandon Vitabile returning and 
former starting running back Mike Trumpy 
expected to be back after missing last season 
due to a knee injury. 

Northwestern coach Pat Fitzgerald said 
he believes that Mulroe could take over as 
the leader of the offensive line group that 
lost unit leaders Al Netter and Ben Burkett 
from last season. 

“Brian’s really poised to take that next 
step,” Fitzgerald said. 


BOTTOM LINE 
ee, Following last season’s 33- 
22 loss to Texas A&M in the 
: Meineke Car Care Bowl of 
Texas, Northwestern’s players 
and coaches have made it their objective 
to end the season walking off the field as a 
winner in 2012. 

Currently, the Wildcats’ nine-game bowl 
losing streak is tied for the longest in college 
football history. Northwestern hasn't won a 
bow] game since beating California 20-14 in 
the 1948 Rose Bowl. 

The Wildcats’ fifth-year seniors have 
finished each of their seasons with a loss. 
“You look at a class that’s the all-time 
winningest group (in Northwestern history) 
and you say, ‘That’s awesome,’ but nobody's 
satisfied,” Fitzgerald said. “But we're not 
breaking down (in the huddle) with, ‘Win a 
bowl game!’ We're breaking down (saying), 
‘Big Ten champs!’ 

“That's the goal. But now, what are our 
actions going to be? What's our attitude 
going to be (and) what’s our work ethic? So 
far, so good.” 
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HOW THEY PASS 
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While Colter gained attention for his athletic ability and having the knack 


i 


for coming up big at wide receiver, running back and quarterback last 


season, his sheer passing ability might have been overlooked. The junior- 
to-be completed 67.1 percent of his 82 pass attempts for 673 yards and six 
touchdowns with one interception, and his passing efficiency rating of 157.72 was 
nearly three points higher than Persa’s 157.78. 
Starting for the injured Persa in the season-opener at Boston College, Colter was 
17-of-24 passing for 197 yards, leading Northwestern to a 24-17 victory. Colter was also 
4-of-6 passing for 115 yards, including an 81-yard touchdown strike, as the Wildcats 


upset Nebraska 28-25 at Lincoln. 


“Kain has more experience today than (Persa) did going into his junior year,” 
Fitzgerald said. “So it’s exciting to have him back.” 

Northwestern's receiving corps could get a major talent injection with Southern 
California transfer Kyle Prater joining the program. The only question is whether the 
former 5-star receiver recruit will be eligible to play in the fall, a question that was 


expected to be answered over the summer. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


After a season that saw 
Northwestern finish 66th in 
the nation in scoring defense, 
allowing 27.7 points per game, 
the Wildcats are focused on defensive 
improvement. No doubt, the defense 
endured plenty of criticism and blame for 
Northwestern's 6-7 record in 2011. 

“(Our defensive players) were very 
grateful for the negative comments about 
them,” Fitzgerald told reporters this 
spring. “They've used that as fuel. That’s 
something we value here, and they’ve 
taken that external motivation a little bit 
to really band together.” 


Uf 


The Wildcats’ improvement needs 
to start up front on the defensive line. 
Returning starters Tyler Scott and 
Quentin Williams will be aiming to help 
Northwestern beef up its pass rush after 
recording just 17 sacks last season. 

Northwestern returns three starting 
linebackers in its 4-3 scheme with Collin 
Ellis, Damien Proby and David Nwabuisi. 
Defensive back Ibraheim Campbell, who 
paced the Wildcats with 100 tackles in 
2011, leads a secondary that was torched 
for too many big plays for Fitzgerald’s 
liking last fall. 


PHOTOS COURTESY STEPHEN CARRERA 


Head coach: Pat 
Fitzgerald (7th 
season) takes a 
modest 40-36 
record into his 
seventh season 
as Northwestern's head coach. 
While the record may not be stellar, 
Fitzgerald is revered in Evanston, 
Ill, because of his passionate style 
and his Hall-of-Fame career as a 
player for the Wildcats. He was a 


two-time winner of both the Bronko 


Nagurski and Chuck Bednarik 
awards, starring as a linebacker for 
Northwestern’s 1996 Rose Bowl and 
1997 Citrus Bowl teams. 

2011 FINAL RANKING 

Not ranked 

2012 SCHEDULE 

9/1 at Syracuse 

9/8 Vanderbilt 

9/15 Boston College 

9/22 South Dakota 

9/29 Indiana 

10/6 at Penn State 

10/13 at Minnesota 

10/20 Nebraska 

10/27 lowa 

11/10 at Michigan 

11/17 at Michigan State 

11/24 Illinois 


2011 RESULTS 
9/3 at Boston College W, 24-17 


9/10 Eastern Illinois = W, 42-21 
9/17 at Army L, 21-14 
10/1 at Illinois L, 38-35 
10/8 Michigan L, 42-24 
10/15 at lowa L, 41-31 
10/22 Penn State L, 34-24 
10/29 at Indiana W, 59-38 
11/5 at Nebraska W, 28-25 
11/12 Rice W, 28-6 
11/19 Minnesota W, 28-13 
11/26 Michigan State —_L, 31-17 
12/31 Texas A&M-# L, 33-22 


#-Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas at 
Houston 

RETURNING STARTERS 

(5 offense, 6 defense, 2 specialists) 
Offense: WR Demetrius Fields, 

OL Patrick Ward, OL Brian Mulroe, 
OL Brandon Vitabile, WR Christian 
Jones 

Defense: DL Tyler Scott, DL Quentin 
Williams, LB Collin Ellis, LB Damien 
Proby, LB David Nwabuisi, 

S Ibraheim Campbell 

Specialists: PK Jeff Budzien, P 
Brandon Williams 


All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 3-2 


First Meeting: 1902, Nebraska won 
12-0 (at Lincoln) 

Last Meeting: 2011, Northwestern 
won 28-25 (at Lincoln) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas, 
lost to Texas A&M 33-22 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2000(t) 


OL Patrick Ward _ 

Ward has started 26 consecutive 
games at right tackle for the 
Wildcats heading into his senior 
season. The 6-foot-7, 300-pound 
senior from Homer Glenn, Ill., 
was named to the Capital One 
first-team Academic All-America 
squad last season. He played 12 
games as a true freshman in 2009 
before earning a starting job asa 
sophomore. 


QB Kain Colter 


Arguably the Big Ten’s most versatile offensive player 
last season, Colter led Northwestern in rushing (654 
yards and nine TDs) and was third in pass receptions 
(43 for 466 yards and three TDs). The junior also 
completed 55-of-82 pass attempts (67.1 percent) for 
673 yards and six touchdowns with one interception 
as Dan Persa’s back-up. 


DB Ibraheim Campbell 


Campbell led Northwestern in tackling from his 
secondary position as a redshirted freshman last 
season with 100 total stops. The 5-11, 210-pounder, 
who was named a freshman All-American by the 
Football Writers Association of America, tied his career 
high with 13 tackles in an upset victory at Nebraska 
and also recovered a Cornhuskers’ fumble. 


JUNE/JULY, 2012 | 143 


TRAVEL 


Northwestern's athletic facilities are about a mile west of its Evanston 
campus, which is on Lake Michigan just north of Chicago and 30-45 
minutes from downtown. Ryan Field and especially Welsh-Ryan Arena 

are due for an upgrade, and the school is in the midst of formulating its 
multimillion-dollar plan. Northwestern is 18 miles from O'Hare International 
Airport. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Get a pint or three at Tommy Nevin’s Irish Pub (1454 Sherman Ave.), a 
popular hangout for NU graduate students. Bar Louie (1520 Sherman Ave.) 
is a good spot, and BW3 (1741 Maple Ave.), as everyone knows, serves great 
wings and cold beer. 


GOOD EATS 


Downtown Evanston has made huge strides in the last 10 years. For casual ‘ 
fare, try Edzo’s Burger Shop (1571 Sherman Ave.), Potbelly Sandwich — . 
Shop (630 Davis Street) or Giordano’s Pizza (500 Davis Street). Pete Miller's DON'T MISS 


Seafood & Steak (1557 Sherman Ave.) is the best bet for a nice dinner. Visiting neighboring Chicago. Evanston, of course, does not compare. 
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e e 
By Bob Asmussen 


HOW THEY RUN ~ = 
First-year offensive coordinators 
Billy Gonzales and Chris Beatty 

3 didn’t let the public in on their 
plans for the offense during the 

spring. They ran a very vanilla game plan in 

the spring game, which was the only session 

open to fans. 

But the fans did get to see a breakout 
performance by redshirted freshman Josh 
Ferguson, who missed most of the 2011 | 
season with a leg injury. Healthy and | 
running hard, Ferguson gained 150 yards in 
the spring game and put himself in position 
to battle for the starting job. 

Ferguson caught a break of sorts with the 
limited spring duty for Donovonn Young 
(injured foot). Coming off a 451-yard 
rookie season, both the old and new staffs 
see Young as a potential star. But he has to 
protect the ball and continue to add size and 
strength. 

Of course, the major running threat 
for Illinois is from quarterback NATHAN 
SCHEELHAASE. In two seasons, he has 
1,492 yards and 11 rushing touchdowns. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


Sure, the Illini will miss end 
Whitney Mercilus, who left for 

the NFL a year early after tying 
Simeon Rice’s school record | 
with 16 sacks. It could have been so much 
worse for Illinois. Three prominent players 
— tackle Akeem Spence, end Michael 
Buchanan and cornerback Terry Hawthorne 
— considered an early jump to the NFL. 
Instead, they will try to improve their draft 
stock while helping first-year coordinator 
Tim Banks. 

Defense has been a strength at Illinois 
in recent years. With Spence, Buchanan, 
Hawthorne and five other starters returning 
that figures to be the case again. 

Linebacker Jonathan Brown is a rising 
star with All-America potential. He was 
suspended for a game last season after 
punching a Northwestern player in the groin 
area. But Brown promises to behave in his 
final two Illini seasons. 

Buchanan’s 7.5 sacks were overshadowed 
by Mercilus in 2011. 


Lf 


going from the run-oriented offense favored by Ron Zook to the pass-happy 


version Tim Beckman seems to enjoy. 
The Illini lost a major deep threat in A.J. Jenkins, a first-round NFL draft 


pick by the San Francisco 49ers. Still, Scheelhaase has some talented targets, led by 
juniors Darius Millines, Spencer Harris and Ryan Lankford. While the new staff won't 
expect them to match Jenkins’ 90-catch season, they could each catch in the 40-50 
range. 

Scheelhaase has improved both his accuracy and passing yardage in his first two 
seasons. He bumped his completion percentage five points to 63.2. And his yardage 
climbed by almost 300 yards. But Scheelhaase needs to cut his interceptions (eight in 
each of his first two seasons) while increasing his touchdown total (13 in 2011). 


Once inside the red zone, a bevy of talented tight ends will be a plus for the Illini. 
former high school quarterbacks Eddie Viliunas and Matt LaCosse. 
There is also well-informed speculation, unconfirmed by Michigan's staff, that 6-4 
this year. 
BOTTOM LINE 
history, Illinois won bowl 
games in consecutive seasons. 
a sign that expectations have increased in 
Champaign-Urbana. 
talks about winning Big Ten titles, not 
just qualifying for bowl games. He thinks 
former Toledo coach Tim Beckman. The 
pressure is on early with Beckman needing 
recruiting. 
Zook left him plenty of talent, though 


Evan Wilson is the returning starter, but he’ll get help from sophomore Jon Davis and 
second-string junior quarterback Devin Gardner will catch more balls than he throws 
Fz, For the first time in school 
f é And the coach got fired. It’s 
New athletic director Mike Thomas 
he’s got the man to make the climb in 
to win big to help with the all-important 
depth is an issue that won't be resolved 


until the freshman class arrives in August. 

The Illinois players and coaches are 
wearing bracelets that read “12-1-12.” 
That’s the date of the Big Ten title game, 
which is the stated goal for the team. 

They will have to get off to a good start 

in conference play, a difficult task in 
opening against Penn State, Wisconsin and 
Michigan. The latter two are on the road 
and will test Beckman’s abilities. Take two 
of the first three and the Illini will have a 
chance to play in Indianapolis. 

More realistic is a seven-win season, 
decent bowl bid and a chance for a school- 
record third consecutive post-season 
victory. 
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Head coach: Tim 
Beckman (1st 

) season) quickly 
turned around the 
Toledo program, 
winning 16 games 
his final two seasons and qualifying 
for consecutive bowl games. His fine 
work earned him a long-coveted Big 
Ten job and a $9 million deal over 
five years. The son of a long-time 
college and pro assistant, Beckman 
said he has been coaching since 
birth. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 


2012SCHEDULE 


9/1 Western Michigan 
9/8 at Arizona State 
9/15 Charleston Southern 


9/22 Louisiana Tech 
9/29 Penn State 

10/6 at Wisconsin 
10/13 at Michigan 
10/27 Indiana 

11/3 at Ohio State 
11/10 Minnesota 
11/17 Purdue 

11/24 at Northwestern 


2011 RESULTS _ 


9/3 Arkansas State W, 35-13 
9/10 South Dakota State W, 56-3 
9/17 Arizona State W, 17-14 


9/24 Western Michigan W, 23-20 
10/1 Northwestern —_ W, 38-35 
10/8 at Indiana W, 41-20 
10/15 Ohio State L, 17-7 
10/22 at Purdue L, 21-14 
10/29 at Penn State L, 10-7 
11/12 Michigan L, 31-14 
11/19 Wisconsin L, 28-17 
11/26 at Minnesota L, 27-7 
12/31 vs. UCLA* W, 20-14 
*Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl 


RETURNING STARTERS 7 
(7 offense, 8 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: WR Spencer Harris, 

OT Michael Heitz, WR Darius 
Millines, C Graham Pocic, QB Nathan 
Scheelhaase, OG Hugh Thornton, 
TE Evan Wilson 


Defense: LB Jonathan Brown, 

DE Michael Buchanan, DT Glenn 
Foster, CB Justin Green, CB Terry 
Hawthorne, S Steve Hull, S Supo 
Sanni, DT Akeem Spence 
Specialists: P Justin DuVernois 
All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 
7-2-1 

First Meeting: 1892, Nebraska 
won 6-0 (in Lincoln) 

Last Meeting: 1986, Nebraska won 
59-14 (in Champaign) 

Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, Kraft 
Fight Hunger Bowl, beat UCLA, 20-14 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2001 
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OG Hugh Thornton | 


It seems like he has been an Illinois starter for a decade. Actually, just three 


seasons. With the uncertainty at tackle, he might be asked to move outside. 


And he is willing to take the challenge. Coached by former Illini star Luke 
Butkus, Thornton has also become a leader of the offensive line. 


QB Nathan Scheelhaase_ 


He is on pace to smash 
the school's total offense 
record, set by the guy he 
replaced (Juice Williams). 
The new offense favors 
his skill set, though he 

is less likely to take off 
running than he was 
earlier in his career. The 
new staff raves about his 
leadership abilities and 
work ethic. He will do 
everything he can during 
the off-season to gain 

a better understanding 
of the offense and its 
requirements. 


CB Terry Hawthorne 


He turned the Kraft Fight Hunger Bow! in Illinois’ favor with an interception 
return for a touchdown. When healthy, he is as good as any cornerback in the 
country. Tall and speedy, he is able to lock down the opponent's top receiver 
and is a threat if he gets the ball on defense, offense or as a returner. He could 
be in line for a Charles Woodson-type season. 
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TRAVEL | 


Champaign-Urbana is the Gateway to Everywhere. Two hours to the 
north, you hit Chicago. Two hours to the east, you bump into Indianapolis. —_| 
Three hours to the west, you'll find St. Louis. Once in C-U, travel is a breeze. 
The locals joke is about the “Rush Minute.’ Parking is plentiful near the 
stadium and the number of hotels continues to grow. You won't get 

gouged like you do in some Big Ten cities (see lowa City), but you will 

pay a bit more for a place to stay. Memorial Stadium is at the south end 

of campus, across the street from the Assembly Hall, where John Groce's 
basketball team plays its home games. Green Street is the major road in 
Campustown, which runs from First to Wright Streets. 


TRADITIONS = 
GOOD EATS There are three permanent trophies Illinois plays for within the Big Ten. Illinois 
Champaign-Urbana is a pizza paradise. There will be long lines at Papa and Northwestern play for the Land of Lincoln Trophy, which is a stovepipe 
Del's, but the Chicago-style pizza is worth the wait. The pies take 45 hat on top of a wood base. It replaced the politically-incorrect Sweet Sioux 
minutes on a slow night, so plan accordingly. In downtown Champaign, Tomahawk. Illinois and Ohio State play for the Illibuck, a giant, wooden turtle. 
about a 5-minute drive from campus, there is thin-crust pizza at Jupiter's. Students representing the schools pass the trophy each year during the 
Not in the mood for pizza? Try Meatheads for pricey-but-yummy burgers. game. It used to be real turtles, until they kept dying. Illinois and Purdue play 
It's located five blocks to the west of the stadium. Destihl, in downtown for the Cannon, which, of course, is a bronzed cannon. 
Champaign, brews its own beers to go along with a variety of sandwiches, 
salads and entrees. In Urbana, try Black Dog Smoke & Ale House for the 2 
best barbecue in the area. For ice cream, Jarling’s Custard Cup is always DON’T MISS 
buzzing. It's a couple of long punts from Memorial Stadium, and you will 
often see Illinois coaches and athletes in the long lines. After he was fired Outside the west gates of the 
as Illinois basketball coach, new Kansas State coach Bruce Weber took stadium, there is a 12-foot bronze 
family and friends to Jarling's. statue of Illinois legend Red 
Grange, who was named the Big 
WHERETO HANG _ : Ten’s greatest icon during a recent 
Illinois has its version of Harvard's Quad. Give yourself some extra time television series. Concourses on 
and you'll be able to make the walk on gameday. Remember, Playboy both sides of the stadium are lined 
founder Hugh Hefner once strolled the same grassy areas. The vibrant Illini with photos of former greats. At 
Union is at one end and Foellinger Auditorium at the other. To the south the north end of the field, you'll see 
of Foellinger is the Undergraduate Library, which was built underground Grange Rock near the Illinois player 
to protect the nearby Morrow Plots. Looking for a sports bar during entrance. The Illinois students and 
your visit? Try Legend's on Green Street. In southwest Champaign, Billy band fill the north stands. And the 
Barooz is named for Ted Knight's putter in “Caddyshack.” In downtown horseshoe seats at the south end 
Champaign, Guido’s has become a popular night spot after games. cost $99 each ... for seven games. 
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Hoosiers 


By Ken Bikoff 


HOWTHEY PASS 
Indiana ran the ball well last 
season, but the Hoosiers boasted 
a decent passing attack at times. 
The quarterback position was 
in flux for most of the year, but once Tre 
Roberson took over, the passing game 
settled down. 

Roberson has a strong arm and 
is improving his accuracy, and he is 
comfortable with Indiana’s offense. He’s a 
dual-threat quarterback, but the coaching 
staff spent the spring trying to convince 
Roberson to spend more time in the pocket 
before turning to his legs. That said, he 
will be pushed by newcomers Cameron 
Coffman and Nathan Sudfeld. 

Indiana is blessed with a solid corps of 
receivers in Kofi Hughes, Jamonne Chester, 
Duwyce Wilson, Jay McCants and Cody 
Latimer, and tight end Ted Bolser impressed 
during the spring with his re-dedication 
to the program. Under new offensive 
coordinator Seth Littrell, the Hoosiers are 
expected to be a little more pass happy than 
they were last season. 


HOWTHEYDEFEND 
There’s no nice way to put it. 
Indiana's 4-3 defense was awful 
last season. The Hoosiers gave 
up 37.3 points a game, worst in 
the Big Ten and 114th in the nation, and 
they ranked last in the conference in total 
defense and rushing defense. 

That’s the bad news. The good news is 
head coach Kevin Wilson addressed the 
problem through recruiting, bringing in 
five junior college players on the defensive 
side of the ball to make an immediate 
impact. Two of those players, David 
Cooper and Jacarri Alexander, have 
already established themselves as leaders 
of the linebacking corps and have changed 
the atmosphere on the defensive side of 
the ball. 

But the newcomers aren't the only 
players who are stepping up. Cornerbacks 
Kenny Mullen and Lawrence Barnett 
stood out during spring workouts, and they 
should take on bigger roles this season. 


v 
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HOW THEY RUN: N 
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Indiana’s rushing game was actually a bright spot last season thanks to its 
| depth and variety. STEPHEN HOUSTON is a banger who is deceptively fast 


| 3 


and averaged 5.3 yards a carry during his first season of FBS football, and he 
rushed for eight touchdowns. The Hoosiers also enjoyed solid contributions 


from sophomores D’Angelo Roberts (263 yards) and Matt Perez (195 yards). 

Two additions to the backfield, Morehead State transfer Isaiah Roundtree and true 
freshman Tevin Coleman, will add even more depth to IU’s deepest position. Roundtree 
impressed the coaching staff last season as a member of the scout team as he served his 
NCAA-mandated redshirt season following his transfer, and he wowed during the spring 
game with his burst and his agility in the open field. Coleman ran for 949 yards on just 83 


carries as a high school senior. 


IU’s offensive line returns a trio of starters, and the Hoosiers’ youth of last year should 
be more polished in 2012. Center Will Matte is a senior who has continued to improve 
with each passing season, and sophomores Bernard Taylor and Colin Rahrig showed 
promise last season. That said, head coach Kevin Wilson won't be afraid to shuffle his 


lineup. 


BOTTOM LINE 


alt Following last season’s 1-11 


campaign, the Hoosiers have 
i nowhere to go but up. The 
good news is the atmosphere 

around the program is greatly improved 
since last season, when a number of 
players rebelled against the coaching 
staff and weren't on the same page, 

This year everyone who remains 
with the program has bought into what 
Wilson is selling, and there is a more 
disciplined feel to the team than at any 
point last season. The Hoosiers’ offense 
will be intriguing, and there certainly is 


plenty of talent at the skill positions. The 
question will be how quickly Indiana 
can find its identity on offense, especially 
considering all the depth at running 
back. 

The Hoosiers’ success or failure, 
however, will hinge on the improvement 
of the defense. If IU can continue its 
physical play from the spring and start 
making opponents feel some resistance, 
Indiana could surprise some teams. If 
the Hoosiers continue to give up big 
plays, they will face another dismal 
season. 


PHOTOS COURTESY MIKE DICKBERNED, INDIANA MEDIA RELATIONS 


Head coach: 
Wilson knew he 
had a tough task 
ahead of him when 
he took over the 
Hoosier program, 
but he never expected a 1-11 
campaign that was full of headaches. 
Wilson ruled with an iron fist and 
weeded out the players who weren't 
willing to see things his way, and he’s 
optimistic about the future. He will 
feel some pressure to produce better 
results this season, but he's rebuilding 
and will be given some time. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 
2012 SCHEDULE 


o/1 Indiana State 
9/8 vs. Massachusetts# 
9/15 Ball State 

9/29 at Northwestern 
10/6 Michigan State 
10/13 Ohio State 
10/20 at Navy 

10/27 at Illinois 

11/3 lowa 

11/10 Wisconsin 

11/17 at Penn State 
11/24 at Purdue 


#-at Gillette Stadium, Foxborough, 
Mass. 


2011 RESULTS 


9/3 vs. Ball State# L, 27-20 
9/10 Virginia L, 34-31 
9/17 South Carolina State W, 38-21 
9/24 at North Texas L, 24-21 


10/1 Penn State L, 16-10 
10/8 Illinois L, 41-20 
10/15 at Wisconsin L, 59-7 
10/22 at lowa L, 45-24 


10/29 Northwestern L, 59-38 
11/5 at Ohio State L, 34-20 
11/19 at Michigan State L, 55-3 
11/26 Purdue L, 33-25 


# at Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis 
RETURNING STARTERS 
(7 offense, 8 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: WR Jamonne Chester, 
RB Stephen Houston, WR Kofi 
Hughes, C Will Matte, OL Collin 
Rahrig, QB Tre Roberson, 

OL Bernard Taylor 


Defense: CB Lawrence Barnett, 

DT Larry Black, Jr., CB Greg Heban, 
LB Chase Hoobler, S Mark Murphy, 
DE Ryan Phillis, DT Adam Replogle, 
DE Bobby Richardson 


Specialists: PK Mitch Ewald 
All-Time Series: Indiana leads, 9-7-3 


First Meeting: 1936, Nebraska won 
13-9 (in Lincoln) 

Last Meeting: 1978, Nebraska won 
69-17 (in Bloomington) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2007, 
Insight Bowl, lost to Oklahoma 
State, 49-33 


Last Big Ten Championship: 1967(t) 


LB Jacarri Alexander 


Alexander is a junior college transfer who has a nose for the ball and could 


change the attitude on the second level for the Hoosiers. He is quick; he plays 
with an edge and has already established himself as a vocal leader. He will have 


to adjust to the speed of the col 


ne, but he shows a lot of promise. 


<< QB Tre Roberson : 
Roberson isn't guaranteed 

a starting spot, but he is 

IU's most dynamic player 
and is the Hoosiers’ most 
experienced quarterback. He 
needs to improve as a passer, 
but his speed in the open 
field makes him a weapon, 
and his legs make hima 
threat to score on every snap. 


RB Stephen Houston 


Houston posted the best 
rushing season for a Hoosier 
in half a decade, and his 
combination of speed 

and power gives Indiana a 
workhorse back who can 
wear opponents down. 

He needs to improve as a 
receiver this season, but his 
work ethic will set the tone 
for his position. 
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TRAVEL 

Getting to Bloomington isn't always easy, and only one major highway passes by the city. Indiana 37 is 

a scenic route that is gorgeous in the fall, but stoplights can slow the trip at times. If coming from the 
south, Interstate 65 will get you as far as Columbus, Ind., but then a 40-mile trip over twisting roads 
awaits. The good news is if you have time, you can enjoy the views at Brown County State Park, and the 
trip along the winding State Road 46 is among the most scenic in the state of Indiana. Be on the lookout 
for a camel that lives on a farm and often wanders near the road roughly 10 miles past the state park. 
Memorial Stadium is easy to find. Simply follow Indiana 45-46 from either the east or the west and you 
will pass right by. Parking is near the stadium, and tailgating space is ample. 


GOOD EATS _ 

Bloomington boasts a diverse roster of restaurants, but the go-to place for alums is Nick's English Pub on 
Kirkwood. The Stromboli sandwich is a local favorite, and a game of Sink the Biz will pass the time before 
the game. For quality steaks, head to Janko’s Little Zagreb’s for a dinner that will leave you stuffed. Be sure 
to avoid filling up on the delicious rolls, but don’t miss the meatballs as an appetizer, especially if you like 
your food spicy. Upland Brewery provides a local microbrew and an eclectic menu, and if you're looking 
for a spot closer to Memorial Stadium, check out Yogi's on the corner of 10th Street and Indiana Ave. Get 
there early, however, as the place fills up quickly on gameday. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Kirkwood Avenue has a little something for everybody and provides a beautiful stroll in the fall. Shops 
and restaurants abound, and the music pouring out into the street on gameday provides the perfect 
college atmosphere. The Arboretum in the center of campus, which happens to sit on the site of IU's 
original Memorial Stadium, is a quiet spot that features some of the best views in town. Be sure to check 
out the spires that remain from the original stadium. The Indiana Memorial Union provides not only a 
place to stay but also provides a centralized meeting spot to start the day. The ‘Old Campus’ south of the 
Union provides a look into IU's past and includes an opportunity to stroll through the woods. Just take 
Kirkwood Avenue through the Sample Gates to enter the campus. 


DON’T MISS 
Indiana's scoreboard is a sight to behold. It is among the biggest in college football, and its video display 
brings fans even closer to the action. Indiana's famous Assembly Hall, home of the five-time national 
champion Hoosier basketball team, sits just across the parking lot to the east of Memorial Stadium, and 
the nearby Cook Hall includes a museum looking back at the storied history of Indiana basketball. 
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TRADITIONS 


Be sure to check out ‘The Walk’ roughly two hours 
before the game. Instituted in 2005 by late head 
coach Terry Hoeppner, ‘The Walk’ provides an 
exciting kickoff to the pre-game festivities and 
allows fans to get close to the coaches and players. 


PHOTOS COURTESY OHIO STATE ATHLETICS 


Buckeyes 


HOW THEY RUN 


Ohio State has traditionally 

been a power-running team, 
4 but things are about to change 

considerably with the arrival 
of new head coach Urban Meyer. The 
Buckeyes still want to run the ball, but will 
be doing so almost exclusively out of the 
shotgun-spread. 

Meyer’s offense is not designed for a 
single back to carry the ball 20-plus times 
a game. The rushes will be split between 
the tailbacks, sophomore quarterback 
BRAXTON MILLER and the wide receivers. 
Also, OSU doesn’t really have a running 
back on its roster that is ready to be a true 
bell-cow. 

The featured back in future seasons is 
likely to be Bri’onte Dunn, who enrolled 
early at OSU and looked good during 
spring practice. He will be a true freshman 
this fall. Chances are very good senior 
Jordan Hall and junior Carlos Hyde will 
split carries to some degree, and will lead 


BOTTOMLINE 
The Buckeyes don’t have the 


. ye Big Ten championship to shoot 


for, or a bowl game, due to their 

NCAA penalties. (OSU received 
a one-year post-season ban and lost three 
scholarships per year for three seasons.) 
Therefore, from talking to the coaches 
and players, their clear goal is to run the 
table and prove who the best team in the 
conference really is this season. 

Ohio State still has a lot of question 
marks offensively, such as playmakers at 
wide receiver and on the offensive line. 

But it will still be much-improved over last 
season. 

With the defense and special teams 
expected to be strong, the Buckeyes will be 
tough to beat each week they take the field. 
In fact, there is a good chance they will be 
the favorite in every game they play this 
season, with the exception of the contest 
at Wisconsin. The Michigan game, which 
will be OSU’s de-facto bowl game, might 
be close to a pick’em, but the Buckeyes will 
likely be a slight favorite at home. 


HOWTHEYPASS GY 


é 


“How they passed” was “not very well” last season. Just how porous were 
the Buckeyes? Try 115th in the country on for size. The only teams worse 
than OSU in terms of passing offense last season were Temple, Eastern 
Michigan, UNLV, Navy and Army (the Black Knights were last at 120th). 


Needless to say, there were no celebrations or parades in Columbus regarding the 
Buckeyes finishing ahead of a pair of service academies in passing offense. It won't be 
a complete 180-degree turn this season — no one is foolish enough to believe OSU will 
suddenly be one of the six-best passing teams in the nation — but suffice to say it will be 
vastly different. 

Meyer is an offensive innovator who has showcased a high-octane offense at every 
stop of his coaching career. He won't settle for anything less than that at Ohio State. 
Meyer and offensive coordinator-quarterbacks coach Tom Herman want to run a 
fast-tempo offense that keeps the defense on its heels and tires the opposition out. The 
Buckeyes will usually go with a no-huddle attack and want to mimic Oregon's style in 
some respects. 

Meyer and Herman have said they want to mix up the tempos. So they won't be going 
full-speed all the time like the Ducks do, but it’s still going to be a sight to see for Big Ten 


fans that are used to a plodding offensive style from the Buckeyes. 


HOW THEY DEFEND _ 


Ohio State has the makings 
of a phenomenal defense 
this season. There is a large 
group of proven veterans 
returning and a few members of OSU’s 
2012 recruiting class are also expected 
to play right away. Luke Fickell, who 
served as interim head coach last season, 
was retained by Meyer and will make the 
defensive calls. 

Also on the staff is co-defensive 
coordinator Everett Withers, who will 


have a big influence. He was North 
Carolina’s interim head coach last year. 
The Buckeyes run a base 4-3, but 
that’s a bit of a misnomer since they are 
in nickel more than 50 percent of the 
time. In actuality, a 4-2-5 is their “base,” 
although they do go with more of a 
traditional defensive look against good- 
running teams such as Nebraska and 
Wisconsin. The strength of OSU’s defense 
is up front on the line; it will be one of the 
best units in the country. 
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Head coach: 
Urban Meyer 
(1st season) 
F took over as the 
N Buckeyes’ boss on 
Nov. 28, and the 
excitement level in Columbus has 
been off-the-charts ever since. It 
wasn't that long ago when Meyer 
was a strongly-disliked man in Ohio. 
He led the Florida Gators to a 41-14 
throttling of Ohio State in the 2006 
national championship game, a 
contest in which the Buckeyes were 
a touchdown favorite. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 


Not ranked 

2012 SCHEDULE 

1 Miami (OH) 
9/8 Central Florida 
9/15 California 
9/22 UAB 


9/29 at Michigan State 
10/6 Nebraska 

10/13 at Indiana 

10/20 Purdue 

10/27 at Penn State 
11/3 Illinois 

11/17 at Wisconsin 
11/24 Michigan 


2011 RESULTS oe 
9/3 Akron W, 42-0 


9/10 Toledo W, 27-22 
9/17 at Miami L, 24-6 
9/24 Colorado W, 37-17 


10/1 Michigan State L, 10-7 
10/8 at Nebraska L, 34-27 


10/15 at Illinois W, 17-7 
10/29 Wisconsin W, 33-29 
11/5 Indiana W, 34-20 


11/12 at Purdue L, 26-23 (OT) 
11/19 Penn State L, 20-14 
11/26 at Michigan L, 40-34 
V2 Florida-# L, 24-17 
#- Gator Bowl at Jacksonville, Fla. 
RETURNING STARTERS 


(6 offense, 9 defense, 2 specialists) 
Offense: FB Zach Boren, WR Corey 
“Philly” Brown, OL Andrew Norwell, 
OL Jack Mewhort, QB Braxton Miller, 
TE Jake Stoneburner 

Defense: S CJ Barnett, S Christian 
Bryant, DT Garrett Goebel, DT 
Johnathan Hankins, CB Travis 
Howard, CB Brad Roby, LB Etienne 
Sabino, LB Ryan Shazier, DE John 
Simon 

Specialists: PK Drew Basil, 

P Ben Buchanan 

All-Time Series: Ohio State leads 2-1 
First Meeting: 1955, Ohio State 
won 28-20 (in Columbus) 

Last Meeting: 2011, Nebraska won 
34-27 (in Lincoln) 

Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Gator Bowl, lost to Florida 24-17 
Last Big Ten Championship: 2009 
(Ohio State's 2010 co-Big Ten title 
was erased from the record books 
due to NCAA violations) 
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QB Braxton Miller 


Miller won the starting quarterback job early in his true freshman season 


last year, and performed about as well as one could have expected. Not 


only did he have limited weapons at his disposal, but he was playing in 


the “pre-historic” system used by former OSU offensive coordinator Jim 


Bollman. Miller is a future star in college football and can beat teams with 


his arm or legs. 


OLB Ryan Shazier ; - 
Shazier was tremendous as a true freshman last 
season and many close to the program believe he will 
be the next All-American linebacker to come out of 
Ohio State. Shazier played at just 210 pounds last year 
but has bulked up to 232 already. He's very fast and 
plays with a nasty disposition. 


DE John Simon 


Simon was forced to play out of position at weak-side 
defensive end last year but will play his natural spot 
of strong-side end as a senior. It will be a surprise 

if Simon is not in the running for Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Year. He's extremely disruptive with his 
unusual blend of power and quickness. 


TRADITIONS 


Mirror Lake, which is located in the central part 

of campus, is steeped in tradition. Each year 
during the week before the OSU-Michigan game, 
students jump in Mirror Lake to give the Buckeyes 
good luck in their rivalry matchup against the 
Wolverines. The Southeast corner of Ohio Stadium 
holds the Victory Bell Tower. After each Ohio State 
victory in Ohio Stadium, the “Victory Bells” are 
rung loudly and can be heard for miles. Before 
each home game, Ohio State’s marching band 
(dubbed “The Best Damn Band In The Land”), fans 
and the football team pack into St. John Arena 
(OSU's former basketball arena) for a pep rally of 
sorts. The name? Skull Session. One trip there and 
you'll know why. It’s louder than loud. 


TRAVEL 


Many would be shocked to learn that Columbus is the 15th-largest city in the United States. The 
fast-growing capital city of Ohio is vibrant with plenty of entertaining options for a college football 
fan. Port Columbus International Airport is just a 10-minute drive from campus, and there are 
hundreds of hotels to choose from in the area. | would recommend staying in the Arena District, 


which is downtown, about 5 miles north of campus. 


GOODEATS _ 


If you're looking for outstanding pizza, there is no 
better place in Columbus than Tommy's. It’s a locally- 
owned establishment with locations all over the city, 
but the one closest to campus is on 174 W. Lane Ave., 
which is a short walk from Ohio Stadium. If you're 
looking for a burger, clearly the most-famous one in 
Columbus (and perhaps the entire Midwest) can be 
found at The Thurman Cafe in German Village on 183 
Thurman Ave. "The Thurmanator” has been featured on 
such shows as Man v. Food and is a 2.5-pound monster. 
| would recommend trying one of the smaller burgers 
though, unless you want to be extremely adventurous. 
If you're looking for something in the fine-dining 
category and you enjoy seafood, The Columbus Fish 
Market is an excellent spot and is located close to Ohio 
Stadium at 1245 Olentangy River Road. 


DON'T MISS 


WHERE TO HANG 


Ohio State's “hot spot” on campus is 
“The Oval” which is basically OSU's mini- 
version of New York City’s Central Park. 
It's a place where students (and fans 

on game days) can be found hanging 
out, throwing a football, reading (not 
on game days though, blasphemy), 
working on computers, talking on 
phones, eating, drinking and doing just 
about everything humans enjoy doing. 
If you're looking for a sports bar right 
off campus, one of the best is Eddie 
George's Grille 27. It's located at 1636 N. 
High St, which is across the street from 
OSU's South campus. 


Outside of the north end of Ohio Stadium you can find the aptly-named “North Rotunda.” It was 
designed to look like the dome at the Pantheon in Rome and is the most-recognizable part of the 
stadium. Ohio Stadium was built in 1922 and is the fourth-largest stadium in the country with a 
capacity around 106,000 (largest attendance was 106,033 for the USC game in 2009). Its nickname 
is “The Horseshoe” because of the way it used to be designed. For years, there were no stands in 
the south end of the stadium, giving it the look of a horseshoe. 
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Nittany Lions 


By Bob Hamar 


HOW THEY RUN 


Silas Redd led the rushing 
attack a year ago with 
A) 95.5 yards per game. The 
junior returns this year. 
That's the good news for the Nittany 
Lions. 

The bad news is that senior center 
Matt Stankiewitch is the only full-time 
returning starter on an offensive line that 
must be rebuilt. The Nittany Lions do have 
a couple of players the coaches feel are 
ready to step into starting roles at tackle. 

Adam Gress, a redshirted junior, was a 
reserve the past two years but has improved 
his size and strength. Redshirted freshman 
Donovan Smith played well in spring 
practice and took over a starting spot from 
senior Mike Farrell. 


BOTTOM LINE — 
re. All eyes will be on new head 
coach Bill O’Brien as he steps 
i 4d in for the legendary Joe Paterno 
whose final days in Happy 
Valley were anything but happy because 
of the Jerry Sandusky case. It’s never easy 
to replace a legend, and O’Brien, who 
coached with the New England Patriots the 
past five years, has his hands full. O’Brien 
certainly has the support of quarterback 
Matt McGloin, who is the team’s most 
experienced player at that position. 

“You have an NFL guy as our head 
coach. It’s exciting. We’re learning not only 
what to do at the collegiate level but stuff 
that pro guys are learning, too. He’s brought 
in a great staff, and it’s going to be exciting 
to see come fall,” McGloin said. 

Penn State has a good non-conference 
schedule with games against Ohio, Temple 
and Virginia that should prepare it for the 
Big Ten season. The Nittany Lions get 
division rivals Ohio State and Wisconsin 
at home but face road trips to Iowa and 
Nebraska. 

The Nittany Lions won eight of their 
first nine games last year with the lone loss 
coming to eventual national champion 
Alabama, but amid the furor of Paterno’s 
firing, Penn State lost three of its last four, 
including a 17-14 loss to Nebraska. A 
number of key players return, but it remains 
to be seen how they will fit into Penn State’s 
new system. 
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HOW THEY PASS 


¢ 


Senior MATT MCGLOIN and junior Rob Bolden split time at quarterback 
a year ago. McGloin was the most effective with 125 completions in 231 
attempts, five interceptions and eight touchdowns. Bolden completed 53-of- 
135 passes (39.3 percent) with seven interceptions and two touchdowns. 
Redshirted sophomore Paul Jones, academically ineligible last season, has joined the 
race at quarterback. Jones went 6-for-15 for 113 yards and a touchdown in Penn State’s 
spring game. Coach Bill O’Brien said the Nittany Lions used only about 10 percent of 
his offense in the spring game. Whichever quarterback adjusts to O’Brien’s complex 
offense the best may have an edge when fall camp starts. 
“All three of these guys, we’ve asked a lot of them. We've asked them to learn a 
system different than anything they’ve ever had to learn, and that takes time,” O’Brien 
told reporters after the spring game. We have to let it soak in a little bit, let it soak in 


ourselves as a staff.” 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


The Nittany Lions expect to 
be strong on defense again 
this year under new defensive 
coordinator Ted Roof. 
Linebackers Gerald Hodges and Michael 
Mauti return along with defensive tackle 
Jordan Hill and defensive end Pete 
Massaro. Hodges led Penn State with 106 
tackles last year. 

The secondary is a big question mark. 
The Nittany Lions graduated all four 


y 


starters from last year and also had a 
number of injuries during the spring. 
Senior cornerback Stephon Morris and 
junior free safety Malcolm Willis will be 
called on to lead the defensive backfield. 

Defensive end Deion Barnes, a 
redshirted freshman, had a strong spring 
and is expected to be a key player for the 
Nittany Lions’ five-man defensive end 
rotation this fall. 


Ke 
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Head coach: 
Bill O'Brien (1st 
season) takes over 
| as head coach 
after spending 

. = the last five years 
as an assistant for Bill Belichick 
with the New England Patriots 
in the NFL. O’Brien, a graduate 
of Brown University, does have a 
background in college football. He 
spent 14 years as an assistant at 
Brown, Georgia Tech, Maryland and 
Duke before joining the Patriots. 
He spent the last three seasons 
as quarterbacks coach for New 
England. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 


2012 SCHEDULE 


9/1 Ohio 

9/8 at Virginia 
9/15 Navy 

9/22 Temple 
9/29 at Illinois 
10/6 Northwestern 
10/20 at lowa 
10/27 Ohio State 
11/3 at Purdue 
11/10 at Nebraska 
11/17 Indiana 
11/24 Wisconsin 


2011 RESULTS 


9/3 Indiana State W, 41-7 
9/10 Alabama L, 27-11 
9/17 at Temple W, 14-10 
9/24 E. Michigan W, 34-6 
10/1 at Indiana W, 16-10 
10/8 lowa W, 13-3 
10/15 Purdue W, 23-18 
10/22 atNorthwestern W, 34-24 
10/29 Illinois W, 10-7 
11/12 Nebraska L, 17-14 
11/19 at Ohio State W, 20-14 
11/26 at Wisconsin L, 45-7 
2/1 Houston-# L, 30-14 


#-TicketCity Bowl at Dallas 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(5 offense, 4 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: WR Justin Brown, QB Matt 
McGloin, TB Silas Redd, WR Devon 
Smith, C Matt Stankiewitch 


Defense: LB Glenn Carson, DT 
Jordan Hill, LB Gerald Hodges, DE 
Sean Stanley 


Specialists: K-P Anthony Fera 
All-Time Series: Tied 7-7 


First meeting: 1920, Penn State won 
20-0 (at State College) 


Last Meeting: 2011, Nebraska won 
17-14 (at State College) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
TicketCity Bowl, lost to Houston, 
30-14 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2008(t) 


RB Silas Redd 


A shot at the NFL awaits junior Silas Redd, either this year or next, if he 


elects to return for his senior year. Redd is the third-strongest player 


on the team. Coach Bill O’Brien has told him he needs to improve his 


receiving and blocking in order to play in the NFL. 


C Matt Stankiewitch 


As the only full-time starter returning from last year, 
Stankiewitch will be counted on to hold together 
an inexperienced offensive line. Stankiewitch 
missed much of the 2010 season after a bout with 
mononucleosis but came back strong in 2011. 
NFLdraftscout.com ranks him as the sixth best 
prospect out of 67 senior centers. 


LB Gerald Hodges 


Hodges was an All-Big Ten first-team pick last year 
after recording 106 tackles with 4.5 sacks. Hodges 
toyed with the idea of going to the NFL after last 
season but eventually decided to return to Penn State, 
where he'll be counted on to lead the Nittany Lion 
defense. 
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TRAVEL 


Penn State has rightfully earned a reputation as one of the top tailgating destinations in all of college football. The 
parking lots are usually open at 8 a.m. There aren't many roads into State College, so traffic can be thick; allow extra 
travel time if coming in from out of town. 
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SCOTT FIDDELKE 


GOOD EATS 


If you want to stay out of town for 
dinner, the American Ale House 
and Grill in Toftrees offers an 
extensive menu of sandwiches as 
well as casual dining, in a laid-back 
atmosphere with a piano bar. It also 
features a nice draft-and-wine list. 
Due to its location, the Ale House 
isn't frequented by the student 
crowd. 


WHERE TO HANG 


College Avenue in downtown 
State College offers several choices 
for post-game hangouts. Local 
favorites include The All-American 
Rathskeller, Bill Pickles’ Tap Room, 
Zeno's Pub, Cafe 210 West and the 
Phyrst, all located within a three- 
block radius. 


DON’T MISS 


The Rally in the Valley. In the past, 
for big games, Penn State has 
held a Friday night pep rally at Rec 
Hall, where the team has joined 
with fans. Traditionally, of course, 
fans would get a few words of 
encouragement from Joe Paterno. 
Not so now, 


SS  Jeaders. 0 m 
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By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY PASS 


Senior Caleb TerBush started 

all 13 games last season and 

was elected as one of Purdue’s 

tri-captains but could face 
competition for the starting quarterback job 
in fall camp. Robert Marve, who completed 
56 percent of his pass attempts for 633 
yards and four touchdowns, is back along 
with Rob Henry, who missed last season 
due to a knee injury. 

TerBush proved himself to be a capable 
passer in 2011, throwing for 1,905 yards 
and 13 touchdowns with six interceptions, 
but his season-high was a 220-yard passing 
day in the season-opener against Middle 
Tennessee. Against BCS-conference foes, 
he was held to less than 160 yards passing 
seven times in nine contests. 

Leading receiver Justin Siller and his 50 
receptions are gone, but Purdue returns its 
next three pass-catchers in Antavian Edison 
(44 receptions for 584 yards and three 
touchdowns), O.J. Ross (33 receptions for 
356 yards and three touchdowns) and Gary 
Bush (29 receptions for 310 yards and three 
touchdowns). 


HOW THEY DEFEND a 
Plenty of experience returns for 
a Purdue defense that hopes to 
make dramatic improvement 

@ | this fall. The Boilermakers 

finished No. 63 in the nation in scoring 

defense (26.9 points per game allowed) and 

No. 73 in total defense (395.9 yards per 

game) last season. 

The strength of Purdue's defense starts 
up front in the middle with returning All- 
Big Ten Conference first-team selection 
Kawann Short along with Bruce Gaston at 
the defensive tackle spots. Defensive end 
Ryan Russell also returns. 

The secondary is deep and talented, 
led by 2011 All-Big Ten second-team 
cornerback Ricardo Allen along with 
fellow corners Normondo Harris and Josh 
Johnson and safety Max Charlot. Will 
Lucas, who is the team’s leading returning 
tackler with 82 stops last season, heads the 
linebacker corps. 


Lf 


ermakers | 


HOW THEY RUN A 


Known through much of the Joe Tiller era as a program that loved to throw 

the football all over the field, Purdue has incorporated more balance under 
4 fourth-year head coach Danny Hope. In fact, the Boilermakers finished 

33rd nationally in rushing offense last season (181.6 yards per game), while 
ranking 83rd in the country in passing offense (195.2). 

Purdue appears to be in good shape to continue its success on the ground as all three 
of its leading rushers from 2011 are expected to return. RALPH BOLDEN led the way 
with 674 yards and six touchdowns last season, while Akeem Shavers rushed for 519 
yards and also had six touchdowns. Akeem Hunt gave the Boilermakers quick-strike 
capability, averaging 8.7 yards per attempt on 33 carries and had two scores. 

The offensive line returns full-time starters Trevor Foy at right tackle and Rick 
Schmeig at center along with part-time starter Peters Drey at left guard and tight ends 
Gabe Holmes and Crosby Wright, who both have starting experience. 


BOTTOM LINE 


momentum and I think we did that,” 
Hope told reporters at the conclusion of 
spring drills. “They have an outstanding 
attitude, and I love the work ethic of 
this football team. They work hard, they 
have fun, and they have embraced the 
coaching staff and all things they believe 
in, I like the direction we're going in.” 

Hope said the Boilermakers became a 
“more disciplined” team last season but 
still have a ways to go. 

“T see a lot of things that indicate that 
we can become a more mature football 


a 3 The combination of Purdue’s 
Big Ten-leading 19 returning 
i starters, Wisconsin's lack of 
returning experience and the 
fact that Ohio State is ineligible to play 
in the conference championship game in 
2012 due to NCAA sanctions has some 
college football analysts leaning toward 
the Boilermakers as their darkhorse 
selection to win the Leaders Division. 
Despite finishing just 7-6 last season, 
Hope believes that a bow! victory 
coupled with signing a solid recruiting 


class and enjoying a strong spring 
practice season has given Purdue positive 
feelings heading into fall camp. 

“The goal was to generate some 


team,” Hope said. “It was excellent when 
you look at the big picture of the effort 
that was put into it.” 
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Head coach: 
Danny Hope 
(Sth season) is 
16-21 as Purdue's 
head man with 
last year's 7-6 
mark and victory over Western 
Michigan in the Little Caesars 
Bowl representing his best season 
in West Lafayette. Hope, who is 
paid $900,000 annually, was hired 
to replace Joe Tiller after being 
the associate head coach for the 
Boilermakers in 2008. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 


2012 SCHEDULE 


9/1 Eastern Kentucky 
9/8 at Notre Dame 
9/15 Eastern Michigan 
9/29 Marshall 

10/6 Michigan 

10/13 Wisconsin 

10/20 at Ohio State 
10/27 at Minnesota 
11/3 Penn State 

11/10 at lowa 

11/17 at Illinois 

11/24 Indiana 


2011 RESULTS 


9/3 Middle Tennessee St. W, 27-24 
9/10 at Rice L, 24-22 
9/17 Southeast Missouri W, 59-0 
10/1 Notre Dame L, 38-10 


10/8 Minnesota W, 45-17 
10/15 at Penn State L, 23-18 
10/22 Illinois W, 21-14 


10/29 at Michigan L, 36-14 
11/5 at Wisconsin L, 62-17 


11/12 Ohio St. W, 26-23 
11/19 lowa L, 31-21 
11/26 at Indiana W, 33-25 


12/27 Western Michigan-# W, 37-32 
#-Little Caesars Pizza Bowl at Detroit 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(9 offense, 9 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: RB Ralph Bolden, LG Peters 
Drey, WR Antavian Edison, RT Trevor 
Foy, TE Gabe Holmes, WR O.J. Ross, 
C Rick Schmeig, QB Caleb TerBush, 
TE Crosby Wright 


Defense: CB Ricardo Allen, S Max 
Charlot, DT Bruce Gaston, 

CB Normondo Harris, CB Josh 
Johnson, LB Will Lucas, DE Ryan 
Russell, DT Kawann Short, 

DT Brandon Taylor 


Specialists: P Cody Webster 
All-Time Series: Purdue leads 1-0 


Previous Meeting: 1958, Indiana 
won 28-0 (in West Lafayette, Ind.) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, defeated 
Western Michigan, 37-32 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2000(t) 
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CB Ricardo Allen 


As a junior in 2011, Allen had 81 total tackles from his cornerback 


position, including 62 solo tackles, to earn All-Big Ten second-team 


recognition as a sophomore. The 5-9, 175-pounder from Daytona Beach, 


Fla., also had three interceptions, returning one of them 37 yards for a 


touchdown against Minnesota. 


QB Caleb TerBush 


After starting all 13 games last season for the 
Boilermakers, TerBush has been elected as one of 


Purdue's tri-captains along with Short and Allen. As a 
junior, TerBush completed 171-of-277 pass attempts 
(61.7 percent) for 1,905 yards and 13 touchdowns 
with six interceptions for a passer ratting of 130.7. 


DT Kawann Short 


Short recorded 54 tackles, including 28 solo stops, 17 
tackles for loss and 6.5 sacks to earn first-team All-Big 
Ten Conference honors from the media as a junior. 
Short tied for fifth in the Big Ten in tackles for loss per 
game and was sixth in sacks per contest. 


TRAVEL 

Fly to Indianapolis and make the 65-mile drive to West Lafayette, or drive 
the entire 612 miles from Lincoln. Lafayette and West Lafayette, divided 

by the Wabash River, has a combined population close to 200,000 and 
over 1,500 hotel rooms. Check out Levee Plaza, located less than a mile from 
campus, which features a variety of restaurants and shops and the popular bar 
The Neon Cactus. A short up-hill walk from the Levee is Chauncey Hill, a lively 
campus hub featuring restaurants, shops and the bulk of campus bars, most 
notably the iconic Harry’s Chocolate Shop. 


GOOD EATS 


Located in Levee Plaza is Nine Irish Brothers, an authentic Irish pub that’s 
become wildly popular among the Purdue student body and Lafayette- 
West Lafayette community alike since its opening in 2006. Right next door 
is Bruno's Swiss Inn, a campus institution known for its pizza and Purdue 
sports-themed dining area. Downtown Lafayette, located just across the 
Wabash River from the campus area, offers a variety of bars, pubs and nicer 
restaurants. 


WHERE TO HANG 


Depending on your taste - or in this case, thirst - Breakfast Club on Purdue’s 
campus might be something worth experiencing. Each Saturday morning 
of home football games, students wake up at dawn, dress in elaborate 
costumes and take to the campus bars, most of them on Chauncey Hill, 
located less than a mile from the stadium down Northwestern Ave. 


DON’T MISS 


Two hours prior to kickoff, fans can congregate at Slayter Hill, west of the 
stadium, for the “Thrill on the Hill” pep session, starring Purdue's “All- 
American” Marching Band. After a 30-minute concert, the marching band 
will begin its extended procession to the southeast corner of Ross-Ade 
Stadium, where it will enter. 
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Badgers 


By Bob Hamer 


HOWTHEY PASS 
The Badgers are looking for a 
new quarterback after Russell 
Wilson spent his final year of 
eligibility with the program last 

season. That’s where Danny O’Brien comes 

in. 

For the second straight season the 
Badgers will be expecting a lot froma 
transfer quarterback. O’Brien graduated 
in three years at Maryland and will have 
two more years of eligibility at Wisconsin. 
O’Brien started 17 games for the Terps and 
completed 342-of-603 passes for 4,086 yards 
and nine touchdowns. 

The Badgers were down to two healthy 
quarterbacks in the spring with Joe Brennan 
and Joel Stave handling the duties in the 
spring game, but the fall practice will be 
different with the arrival of O’Brien, highly 
touted freshman Bart Houston and the 
return of Curt Phillips and Jon Budmayr 
from injuries. 

Most seem to think that O’Brien will be 
the starter next season, and he’s not worried 
about high expectations that have been 
created. 

“You love to have those high expectations 
and expect to win like that,” O’Brien said, 
“but I’m not going to try and swallow that 
all at once. I'm going to come in there and 
first learn the playbook, work hard to get 
through camp and then it’s Northern Iowa 
up first.” 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


Wisconsin returns six defensive 
starters from last year’s team, 
including linebackers Mike 
: a Taylor (150 tackles) and Chris 
Borland (140 tackles) who were first and 
second in the Big Ten in tackles last year. 

The secondary is the biggest concern 
after losing Aaron Henry and Antonio 
Fenelus, who had four interceptions apiece 
in 2011, but the Badgers do return strong 
safety Shelton Johnson and cornerback 
Marcus Cromartie. 

The defensive line will get a boost with 
the return of David Gilbert from an injury. 
He'll be up front along with returning 
starters Ethan Hemer at tackle and Brendan 
Kelly at defensive end. 


WTHEY po 


45 


The Badgers ran the ball well last year (235 yards per game) behind 
Heisman Trophy finalist Montee Ball, who had 1,923 yards rushing and 33 
touchdowns. Ball is back and is expected to carry the load again, but while 
he gets a lot of carries, he’s not a one-man running attack. 


Oa YW IVR of Me legends _ 


Wisconsin also returns back-up running back James White (713 yards last 
year), but it was MELVIN GORDON who starred in the spring game. White was held out 
of the spring game while nursing an injury and Ball was held out as a precaution. That 
opened the door for Gordon to rush for 159 yards on 30 carries. 

But Gordon knows his place for the upcoming season is behind Ball and White. 

“With guys like Montee and James ahead of me,” Gordon said, “as a running back, 
you can’t do anything but get better competing with those guys. They go hard every 
play. They work hard every day and that only pushes me and makes me become a better 


player.” 


WG, The Badgers expect to 
challenge for another Big Ten 
y title this year. The talent is 
there, but there are definitely 
some obstacles to overcome. Most 
notable is the turnover in the coaching 
staff. 

Head coach Bret Bielema is still in 
charge, but he lost a large portion of his 
coaching staff. Bielema had to replace 
his offensive line coach, tight ends coach, 
receiving coach, linebackers coach 
and secondary coach. He also hired 


Matt Canada from Northern Illinois as 
offensive coordinator after losing Paul 
Chryst, who left to become head coach at 
the University of Pittsburgh. 

With a new coach at Ohio State and 
Penn State’s much-publicized, off-field 
problems, the Badgers will likely enter 
the season as the favorite in the Leaders 
Division. They do get Ohio State and 
Michigan State at home but will have to 
travel to Nebraska to open the Big Ten 
season on Sept. 29. 


JUNE/JULY, 2012 | 161 


Head coach: 

Bret Bielema (7th 
season) took 

over for Barry 
Alvarez in 2006, 
when the former 
coach became athletic director at 
Wisconsin, and the Badgers haven't 
missed a beat going 60-19 in his 
first six years. Wisconsin went 

12-1 in Bielema’s first season. The 
Badgers won 17 of Bielema’s first 18 
games, which was the second-best 
start in Big Ten history. Wisconsin 
has gone to two straight Rose Bowls 
but lost both of those games. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
10th Associated Press, 11th coaches 


2012 SCHEDULE _— 
9/1 Northern lowa 

9/8 at Oregon State 

9/15 Utah State 

9/22 UTEP 

9/29 at Nebraska 

10/6 Illinois 


10/13 at Purdue 
10/20 Minnesota 
10/27 Michigan State 
11/10 at Indiana 
11/17 Ohio State 
11/24 at Penn State 


2011 RESULTS 


9/01 UNLV W, 51-17 


9/10 Oregon State W, 35-0 
9/17. Northern Illinois W, 49-7 
9/24 South Dakota W, 59-10 
10/1 Nebraska W, 48-17 
10/15 Indiana W, 59-7 
10/22 at Michigan State —_L, 37-31 
10/29 ~—_ at Ohio State L, 33-29 
11/5 Purdue W, 62-17 
11/12 at Minnesota W, 42-13 
11/19 at Illinois W, 28-17 
11/26 Penn State W, 45-7 


12/3 Michigan State-# W,42-39 
1/2 Oregon-$ L, 45-38 
#-Big Ten Championship game 
$-Rose Bowl 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(5 offense, 6 defense) 
Offense: WR Jared Abbrederis, 


RB Montee Ball, OL Travis Frederick, 
TE Jacob Pedersen, OL Ricky Wagner 


Defense: LB Chris Borland, 

CB Marcus Cromartie, DT Ethan 
Hemer, SS Shelton Johnson, 

DE Brendan Kelly, LB Mike Taylor 
Specialists: None 

All-Time Series: Tied 3-3 


First Meeting: 1901, Wisconsin won 
18-0 (in Milwaukee) 


Last Meeting: 2011, Wisconsin won 
48-17 (in Madison) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, Rose 
Bowl, lost 48-35 to Oregon 


Last Big Ten Championship: 2011 
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RB Montee Ball __ 


ALIN 


Ball will be one of the leading Heisman Trophy candidates entering the 


2012 season after finishing fourth in the voting last fall. Ball rushed for 
1,923 yards and 33 touchdowns last year. Ball took a look at the NFL but 


elected to come back t 


DL David Gilbert 


adison for his senior season. 


LB Mike Taylor 


The return of David Gilbert is a plus for the defensive 
line. Gilbert played in the first four games last year 
and had three sacks against Oregon State, but a foot 
injury ended his season. Gilbert was eased back into 
practice this spring and is expected to be ready for 
the fall. 


The Badgers are stocked at linebacker with Mike 
Taylor leading the way. The senior led the Big Ten 
and was third nationally in tackles last year with 150. 
Taylor was an All-Big Ten selection by the media and 
was a second-team pick by the coaches. 


TRAVEL 


When traveling to Madison, Wis., Dane County Regional Airport is located 
just minutes from the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus. Although 
direct flights are few and far between, connecting flights from Chicago and 
Minneapolis make traveling to Madison cheap and efficient. The Double 
Tree Hilton Hotel, Madison Concourse Hotel and The DahImann Campus Inn 
are all located within walking distance of the Kohl Center and Camp Randall 
Stadium. 


GOOD EATS 

When in Madison be 
sure to stop by the local 
hot spots. State Street 
Brats, The Nitty Gritty 
and Wando’s Bar & Grill 
provide a great taste 
of the local cuisine. 
Make sure you come 
hungry; beer, brats and 
cheese are served in 
abundance. 


— 
PAUL JORDAN 


Wando’s Bar & Grill 
DON'T MISS 


Don't leave your seats between the third and fourth quarter of a Badger 
football game. Prior to the start of the final quarter, House of Pain’s song 
“Jump Around” is blasted through the loud speakers as the Badger faithful 
stand up, dance and jump. The tradition of playing Jump Around” began on 
Saturday, Oct. 10, 1998, at the Badgers’ Homecoming game against Purdue. 


RICHARD HUR 


WHERETOHANG _ 
While in town it is imperative to walk down Madison’s world famous 


State Street. The street, which runs through the heart of campus, hosts a 
variety of shops, bars and restaurants 
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_. Sept. 1in Lincoln. SON i eS SE, 


Golden Eagles. 


By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY PASS 


First of all, the Golden 

Eagles will have to settle on a 

quarterback — and that appears 

to be a wide-open competition 
heading into fall camp. 

Ricky Lloyd was 14-of-28 passing for 
199 yards in the spring game, but Chris 
Campbell, who was 12-of-18 through the 
air for 167 yards and a touchdown in the 
spring contest, has a slight experience edge. 
Redshirted freshman Arsenio Favor had 
what was termed “minor” knee surgery in 
the spring and missed time but could make 
the quarterback derby a three-man race in 
August. 

“There’s plenty to shake out and decide 
who is best,” first-year Southern Miss 
coach Ellis Johnson told the Hattiesburg 
(Miss.) American when asked about USM’s 
quarterback competition. “There are a few 
things (Campbell) is doing best because of 
that experience.” 

The Golden Eagles lost their top two 
receivers from 2011 in Kelvin Bolden and 
Ryan Balentine, but Lampley (47 receptions 
for 574 yards and four touchdowns last 
season) appears headed to receiver after 
playing both running back and receiver last 
season. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 

Despite getting a new defensive 
coordinator in Tommy West, 
Southern Miss plans to stick 
with the 4-2-5 alignment 

with which the Golden Eagles have been 
successful in recent years. 

USM was 26th nationally in scoring 
defense last season, yielding 20.8 yards per 
game. Equaling that performance could be 
difficult as the Golden Eagles return just 
one full-time defensive starter in linebacker- 
defensive end Jamie Collins, the only 
returnee in the front six. 

Southern Miss is experienced in the 
secondary as leading interceptor Deron 
Wilson returns at cornerback, as does 
Jerrion Johnson. Safety Jacorius Cotton is 
also back. 

The Golden Eagles will look to continue 
their trend of making big plays on defense 
and special teams. 


f 
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HOW THEY RUN 


As is the case with everything when a new coaching staff is in place, how the 
Eagles will run the ball remains to be seen. Last season, Southern Miss led 
3 Conference USA and ranked No. 20 in the country in rushing offense (205.1 


yards per game), and many college football analysts believe the Golden Eagles 


have one of the best stables of running backs in their league. 

That talented group includes DESMOND JOHNSON, Jamal Woodyard (732 yards 
rushing and an average of 6.7 yards per carry in 2011), Kendrick Hardy (426 yards 
rushing in 2011) and Tracey Lampley, who could be moved to his more natural position 
of wide receiver, despite being the team’s second-leading rusher last season with 463 
yards. The interior of the offensive line returns with center Austin Quattrochi and guards 
Joe Duhon and Darius Barnes back along with tight end Ryan Hanks. 


With the graduation of standout quarterback Austin Davis, who passed for 3,496 yards 


and 30 touchdowns last season, Southern Miss could have to rely on its running game 
during the early going in former Clemson offensive coordinator Rickey Bustle’s spread 


system. 


BOTTOM LINE 


re, Duplicating last year’s 
impressive 12-2 season will be 
i difficult. After all, Southern 

Miss returns just 10 starters 
from a team that won the Conference 
USA championship and capped off the 
year with a 24-17 Sheraton Hawaii Bowl 
victory over Nevada. 

USM’s solid regular season got former 
head coach Larry Fedora a new job at 
North Carolina, and star quarterback 
Austin Davis will be difficult to replace. 
That said, the Golden Eagle program 
has produced 18 consecutive winning 


seasons and earned 10 consecutive bowl 
bids, showing a tradition for being able to 
reload. 

New head coach Ellis Johnson has a 
reputation as a defensive whiz but hasn’t 
had a winning record in four seasons as a 
head coach at lower levels. The 60-year- 
old was 5-6 in one season at Gardner- 
Webb University in 1983 and was 12-22 in 
three seasons (2001-2003) at The Citadel. 

Southern Miss appears to have a 
difficult task in its season-opener, traveling 
to Memorial Stadium in Lincoln to face 
Nebraska. 


PHOTOS COURTESY SOUTHERN MISS ATHLETICS 


bl Head coach: 
| Southern 

Miss's answer 

to replacing 

offensive-minded 
= head coach Larry 
Fedora, who departed to become 
North Carolina's head coach, was to 
hire Ellis Johnson, South Carolina's 
defensive coordinator. During his 29- 
year coaching career, Johnson has 
served as defensive coordinator at 
Mississippi State, Alabama, Clemson 
and Appalachian State before 
taking over the same role with the 
Gamecocks. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
No. 20 Associated Press, 19 coaches 
2012 SCHEDULE 


1 at Nebraska 

9/15 East Carolina 

9/22 at Western Kentucky 
9/29 Louisville 

10/6 Boise State 

10/13 at Central Florida 
10/20 Marshall 

10/27 at Rice 


a) ~~ 


11/3 UAB 
11/10 at SMU 
11/17 UTEP 


11/24 at Memphis 
2011 RESULTS 
9/3 Louisiana Tech W, 19-17 


9/10 at Marshall L, 26-20 
9/17 SE Louisiana W, 52-6 
9/24 at Virginia W, 30-24 
10/1 Rice W, 48-24 
10/8 at Navy W, 63-35 
10/22 SMU W, 27-3 
10/29 at UTEP W, 31-13 


11/5 at East Carolina W, 48-28 
11/12 ~=Central Florida =W, 30-29 
11/17 at UAB L, 34-31 
11/26 Memphis W, 44-7 
12/3 vs. Houston-# W, 49-28 
12/24 vs. Nevada-$ W, 24-17 


#-C-USA Championship 

$-Sheraton Hawaii Bowl 
RETURNING STARTERS 

(6 offense, 4 defense, 2 specialists) 


Offense: WR Dominique Sullivan, 
G Joe Duhon, C Austin Quattrochi, 
G Darius Barnes, TE Ryan Hanks, 
RB-WR Tracey Lampley 


Defense: LB-DE Jamie Collins, 
CB, Deron Wilson, CB Jerrion 
Johnson, S Jacorius Cotton 
Specialists: P Peter Boehme, 
PR-KR Tracey Lampley 


All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 2-1 
First Meeting: 1999, Nebraska won 
20-13 (in Lincoln) 


Last Meeting: 2004, Southern Miss 
won 21-17 (in Lincoln) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, 
Sheraton Hawaii Bowl, beat Nevada 
24-17 


Last Conference USA 
Championship: 2011 


DE-LB Jamie Collins 


The senior is the team’s leading tackler from last season after recording 98 total 
tackles, including 58 solo stops, 19.5 tackles for loss and six sacks. Collins’ 1.5 


tackles-for-loss per game ranked No. 10 in the country. The 6-foot-3, 240-pounder 
also returned an interception 97 yards for a touchdown against East Carolina. 


CB Deron Wilson 


The junior has recorded seven interceptions over 

the past two seasons for the Golden Eagles to lead 

the squad in that category. The 5-10, 175-pounder 
from New Orleans returned two interceptions for 
touchdowns last season, including a 79-yarder against 
East Carolina and a 35-yarder against Memphis. 


KR-PR Tracey Lampley - 

The versatile senior needs 31 yards rushing, 122 yards 
receiving and 184 punt return yards to become the first 
Southern Miss player to top the 1,000-yard mark in four 
all-purpose categories. He already has 1,089 kickoff 
return yards in his career. Lampley had 463 yards 
rushing and caught 47 passes for 574 yards in 2011. 
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Bruins 


By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY PASS 
Spring practice apparently 
did little to separate UCLA's 
quarterback trio of Richard 
Brehaut, Brett Hundley and 
Kevin Prince. Following the Bruins’ final 
spring session, Mora told reporters that 
none of his signal-callers did enough to 
win the job and that the competition will 
carry over into fall camp with an Aug. 16 
deadline to name a starter. 

“T think what we gain by waiting is I 
want to keep a competitive environment 
and quite frankly I don’t think that anyone 
has really reached out and grabbed it 
enough for me to make that decision yet,” 
Mora said. 

All three quarterbacks performed well 
in the spring game, facing vanilla pass 
coverages. Brehaut was 12-of-16 passing for 
249 yards and four touchdowns: Hundley 
was 12-of-20 passing for 185 yards and a 
touchdown, and Prince completed 8-of-11 
pass attempts for 109 yards and two scores. 

Prince has the most experience with 
26 career starts and ranks eighth on the 
school’s all-time total offense charts 
with 4,975 yards but is still battling a 
sore shoulder. Plus, his arm strength is a 
question mark. 


HOW THEY DEFEND —— 


Linebackers Jordan Zumwalt 
and Eric Kendricks will look 
to use their athleticism to shine 


B @ | in UCLA's new 3-4 defensive 
alignment. Kendricks ranked second on the 
team with 76 total tackles last season, while 
Zumwalt was third on the team with 60 
tackles and tied for second with six tackles 
for loss. 

Of UCLA's eight defensive starters 
returning in 2012, three are on the defensive 
line: Datone Jones, Damien Holmes and 
Cassius Marsh. Jones paced all Bruins’ 
defensive linemen with 41 tackles and had a 
team-leading 6.5 tackles for loss, including 
three sacks. 

There’s also returning experience in the 
secondary as cornerbacks Aaron Hester 
and Sheldon Price are back with 56 starts 
between them. 
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NO 


4 


rushing team. 


UCLA displayed the ability to successfully run the ball last season, ranking 
37th in the nation at 178.4 yards per game, while operating out of a “pistol” 
set. New coach Jim Mora figures to install more of a pro-style offense, but the 
Bruins would appear to have plenty of the pieces in place to still be a good 


Senior running back JOHNATHAN FRANKLIN has started 24 games over the past two 
seasons, rushing for 2,103 yards, earning all-conference honorable mention last season. 
Franklin could be poised for a big season as starting offensive linemen Jeff Baca, Greg 
Capella and Alberto Cid return, along with starting tight end Joseph Fauria. 

Despite coming up just 24 yards shy of a second consecutive 1,000-yard rushing 
season, Franklin averaged a career-best 5.9 yards per carry last season. The 5-foot-10, 
205-pounder had three 100-yard games during his junior year, including a 162-yard 
performance against Colorado to give him 10 career 100-yard games. 

Redshirted senior David Allen was switched from linebacker to fullback in hopes of 


giving Franklin a physical lead blocker. 


BOTTOM LINE : _—— 

GY, As the old saying goes, there’s 
a new sheriff in town at 

4 UCLA and first-year Bruins 
coach Jim Mora has been 

working hard to change the culture 

in a program that sometimes took a 

somewhat more casual approach to 

things under Rick Neuheisel. Mora said 

his practices will be more intense and 

players will be held more accountable 

than in the past. 

“T think it’s important that we come 
in and establish a level of physical 
toughness that you only get by going 


through some tough times by banging 
on each other a little bit,” Mora said. 
“T need to find out — our coaches 
need to find out — the players need to 
find out who’s in and who's not in. . . 
who’s willing to make the commitment 
physically, emotionally and all of those 
things (you do) to be great and who’s 
kind of wavering.” 

UCLA catches a break in Pac-12 play 
this season as it doesn’t have to face 
defending league champion Oregon after 
losing to the Ducks 49-31 last season. 


PHOTOS COURTESY UCLA ATHLETICS 


Head coach: 

| Heading into 

his first season 
as UCLA's head 
coach, Jim Mora 
has the task of 
turning around a program that 
struggled to a 21-29 record in four 
seasons under Rick Neuheisel. Mora 
brings with him 25 years of NFL 
coaching experience, including 
being a head coach with Atlanta 
(2004-2006) and Seattle (2007). 


2011 FINAL RANKING 


Not ranked 
2012SCHEDULE 

9/1 at Rice 

9/8 Nebraska 

9/15 Houston 

9/22 Oregon St. 

9/29 at Colorado 

10/6 at California 

10/13 Utah 

10/27 at Arizona St. 

11/3 Arizona 

11/10 at Washington St. 
11/17 Southern California 
11/24 Stanford 

11/30 Pac-12 Championship 


2011 RESULTS _ ——= 
9/3 at Houston L, 38-34 


9/10 San Jose St. W, 27-17 
9/17 Texas L, 49-20 
9/24 at Oregon St. W, 27-19 
10/1 at Stanford L, 45-19 
10/8 Washington St. W, 28-25 
10/20 at Arizona L, 48-12 
10/29 California W, 31-14 
11/5 Arizona St. W, 29-28 
11/12 at Utah L, 31-6 
11/19 Colorado W, 45-6 
11/26 at USC L, 50-0 
12/2 at Oregon L, 49-31 
12/31 Illinois-# L, 20-14 


#-Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl at San 
Francisco 


RETURNING STARTERS 

(7 offense, 8 defense, 2 specialists) 
Offense: OL Jeff Baca, OL Greg 
Capella, OL Alberto Cid, QB Kevin 
Prince, RB Johnathan Franklin, 

TE Joseph Fauria, WR Shaq Evans 
Defense: DL Datone Jones, DL 
Damien Holmes, DL Cassius Marsh, 
LB Patrick Larimore, CB Aaron 
Hester, CB Sheldon Price, S Tevin 
McDonald, DB Andrew Abbott 
Specialists: P Jeff Locke, LS Kevin 
McDermott 

All-Time Series: Nebraska leads, 6-4 
First Meeting: 1946, UCLA won 
18-0 (at Los Angeles) 

Last Meeting: 1994, Nebraska won 
49-21 (at Lincoln) 

Last Bowl Appearance: 2011, Kraft 
Fight Hunger Bowl, lost to Illinois 
20-14 

Last Pac-12 Championship: 1998 
(Pac-10) 


DE Datone Jones 
Playing both defensive end and defensive tackle, Jones started 14 games 
and led the Bruins in both tackles for loss (6.5) and sacks (three) and paced all 
UCLA defensive linemen in total tackles with 41. The 6-5, 280-pound senior 
considered entering the NFL draft after last season but opted to return. 


P Jeff Locke 


The All-America 
candidate's career punting 
average of 44.34 yards 
ranks second in UCLA 
history. Last season, the 
6-1, 210-pound senior 
finished 12th in the 
country in punt average 
(44.34), including placing 
26-of-64 punts inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line. 
Locke can also kick long 
field goals, converting 
from 51 and 49 yards last 
season against Texas. 


RB Johnathan Franklin - 


Franklin enters his senior season ninth on UCLA's career rushing charts with 2,669 yards, leading the team in 
rushing each of the past two seasons with 1,127 yards in 2010 and 976 yards in 2011. The 5-10, 205-pounder 
was just 24 yards shy of becoming the Bruins’ first player to record consecutive 1,000-yard rushing seasons since 
DeShaun Foster in 2000-2001. 
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__Sept.15in Lincoln. 


Red Wolves 


By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY RUN 

Arkansas State had plenty 

of success on the ground last 
4 season, rushing for 154.2 yards 

per game, but could be even 
better this season. The Red Wolves return 
starting center Eric Allen, right guard Cliff 
Mitchell and right tackle Zach McKnight 
and also have back their leading rusher in 
quarterback RYAN APLIN, who rushed for 
588 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Second-leading rusher Derek Lawson 
(484 yards) completed his eligibility, 
possibly leaving the starting running back 
job to sophomore Frankie Jackson, who 
had 355 yards and six touchdowns rushing 
in his debut season. 

Arkansas State’s backfield could get a 
huge boost, though, pending the successful 
transfer of running back Michael Dyer. The 
former Auburn standout has rushed for 
2,335 yards and 15 touchdowns, becoming 
the first Tiger running back to gain more 
than 1,000 yards rushing in each of his first 
two seasons but was suspended indefinitely 
by coach Gene Chizik prior to the Chick- 
fil-A Bowl for violating unspecified team 
rules. 

Dyer was the offensive MVP for Auburn 
in the 2010 BCS national championship 
game. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


New defensive coordinator 
Keith Patterson held the same 
position at Pittsburgh last 
season and served as the interim 
coach for the Panthers during their bowl 
game. Patterson, who worked with head 
coach Gus Malzahn in 2007 and 2008 
when they were on the same staff at Tulsa, 
will have quite a rebuilding project ahead of 
him in 2012. 

Arkansas State, which ranked second 
in the Sun Belt Conference in both total 
defense and scoring defense last season, will 
have to replace eight full-time starters from 
its defensive unit. The biggest losses were 
defensive tackle Dorvus Woods, linebacker 
Demario Davis and defensive end Brandon 
Joiner, who led the Sun Belt and finished 
among the top five nationally in sacks. 


' 
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Aplin has displayed continued improvement, earning first-team all- 
conference honors as a sophomore and junior as well as being named the 
Sun Belt’s offensive player of the year in 2011. 

Aplin enters his senior season No. 4 on the Sun Belt’s career total offense 
list with 8,734 yards, including 7,416 coming through the air. Last season, the 6-foot-1, 
205-pound senior from Tampa, Fla., completed 304-of-476 pass attempts (63.9 percent) 
for 3,588 yards and 19 touchdowns with 16 interceptions and also rushed for 588 yards 
and 10 touchdowns to break his own single-season school total offense record with 
4,176 yards. 

Last season, Aplin finished 10th in the country in total offense, 14th in passing yards 
and 20th in completions per game. 

While leading receiver Dwayne Frampton and his 94 catches and 1,156 receiving 
yards are gone, Taylor Stockemer (48 receptions for 756 yards and six touchdowns) and 
Josh Jarobe (54 receptions for 730 yards) return. Lucas Earl, who had 20 receptions 
for 225 yards, will look to take on a larger role with Frampton having completed his 
eligibility. 


BOTTOM LINE 

CY, Following a 10-3 season that set nine single-season school records. 
and a Sun Belt Conference While Malzahn’s name was mentioned 

Q championship with an 8-0 as a potential head coach at some more 
league record, Arkansas State high-profile programs, the Arkansas native 


said he believed coming to Jonesboro, 
Ark., was the right move at the right time 
for him. 

“This is a program on the rise,” 
Malzahn said. “When I initially talked 
with (ASU athletics director Dr. Dean 
Lee), discussing his vision of where this 
program is heading, that is when I knew 
this was the place for me. I told him to 
buckle up because we are about to take 
this thing to the next level.” 


fans were hit with the news that head 
coach Hugh Freeze was leaving to take his 
dream job as head coach at Mississippi. 
However, the disappointment was short- 
lived when it was announced that the 

Red Wolves were bringing in Auburn 
offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn as his 
replacement. 

While much of the credit for the Tigers’ 
14-0 national championship season 
obviously belongs to 2010 Heisman 
Trophy winner Cam Newton, Malzahn 
was the architect of an Auburn offense 


PHOTOS COURTESY ARKANSAS STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


Head coach: 

Gus Malzahn (1st 
season) brought 
an impressive 
résumé with 

him when he 

was hired to take over as Arkansas 
State’s head coach last December. 
He spent the past three seasons 

as Auburn's offensive coordinator, 
calling plays for the Tigers’ 14-0 
national championship team in 
2010. The native of Fort Smith, Ark., 
was previously an assistant head 
coach-co-offensive coordinator at 
Tulsa (2007-2008) and the offensive 
coordinator for Arkansas in 2006. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 
Not ranked 


2012 SCHEDULE 

a1 at Oregon | 
9/8 Memphis | 
9/15 at Nebraska 

9/22 Alcorn State 

9/29 Western Kentucky 

10/4 at Florida International 

10/13 South Alabama 

10/23 at Louisiana-Lafayette 

11/3 at North Texas 


11/8 Louisiana-Monroe 
11/17 at Troy 
12/1 Middle Tennessee State 


2011 RESULTS 


9/3 at Illinois L, 33-15 
9/10 Memphis W, 47-3 
9/17 at Virginia Tech L, 26-7 
9/24 CentralArkansas W, 53-24 
10/1 atWestern Kentucky W, 26-22 
10/8 at Louisiana-Monroe W, 24-19 
10/18 Florida International W, 34-16 
10/29 North Texas W, 37-14 
11/5 atFlorida Atlantic + W, 39-21 
11/12 Louisiana-Lafayette W, 30-21 
11/19 Middle Tennessee St. W, 45-19 
12/3 Troy W, 45-14 
1/8 Northern Illinois-# —_L, 38-20 


#-GoDaddy.com Bowl at Mobile, Ala. | 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(6 offense, 5 defense, 1 specialist) 


Offense: C Eric Allen, RG Cliff 
Mitchell, RT Zach McKnight, 

WR Taylor Stockemer, WR Josh 
Jarboe, QB Ryan Aplin 

Defense: NT Ryan Carrethers, 

LB Nathan Herrold, LB Qushaun Lee, 
CB Chad Scales, S Sterling Young 


Specialists: PK Brian Davis 
All-Time Series: Nebraska leads 1-0 


Previous meeting: 2009, Nebraska 
won 38-9 (at Lincoln) 


Last Bowl Appearance: 2012 (2011 
season), GoDaddy.com Bowl, lost to 
Northern Illinois 38-20 


Last Sun Belt Championship: 2011 


WR Taylor Stockemer 


Stockemer finished his junior season in 2011 tied for the second-most 
career touchdown receptions in school history (13) and needs three 
more scoring catches to break the school mark. The 6-4, 210-pound 


junior's 98 career receptions and 1,663 receiving yards both rank sixth 
on Arkansas State's all-time charts. 


QB Ryan Aplin 
Heading into his 
senior season, 
Aplin has already 
set Arkansas 
State career 
marks for pass 
completions (633) 
and is second 

| all-time in career 

| _ total offense 
(8,734 yards) 
and passing 
yards (7,416) as 
well as being 
third in passing 
touchdowns 
(43) and fifth in 
rushing scores 
(25). He was 
named the 
2011 Sun Belt 
Conference 
offensive player 


4 Y Pa ' : “ of the year. 
LB Nathan Herrold 
Herrold is the leading returning tackler for the Red Wolves with 66 total stops in 2011. 
The 6-3, 225-pound junior has 187 career tackles and is coming off a season that saw 


him earn second-team recognition on the All-Sun Belt Conference squad as ASU ended 
second in the league in total defense. 
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Bengals 


By Terry Douglass 


HOW THEY RUN 


To say Idaho State struggled 
with its ground game in 
A} 2011 would be a colossal 
understatement. In fact, rushing 
the football was virtually an afterthought for 
the Bengals as they relied almost exclusively 
on the passing game. 

Idaho State finished last among 120 
Football Championship Subdivision 
programs, averaging just 1.2 yards per 
rush and 27 yards rushing per game. The 
Bengals’ rushing statistics weren't helped 
by the fact that they allowed a staggering 66 
sacks for 358 yards in losses, which counted 
against their rushing total. 

The team’s leading rusher in 2011 was 
Jarrod Daniels with 157 yards, but he’s 
no longer with the program. The leading 
returning rusher is Aaron Prier, who had 
123 yards, averaging 3.6 yards per rushing 
attempt with two touchdowns. 


HOW THEY DEFEND 


The Bengals return just three 
full-time starters on defense, but 
then again, that might not be a 
bad thing. Idaho State finished 
115th out of 120 FCS schools last season 
in total defense, allowing 451.2 yards 

per game, and ISU was 111th in scoring 
defense, giving up 36.7 points per game. 

Defensive end Jake Rouser returns to the 
starting lineup after recording 51 tackles 
last season and leading the team in tackles 
for loss (9.5) and sacks (3.5). Rouser’s best 
performance came against Montana State 
as he finished with 11 tackles, including 10 
solo, and had a tackle for loss. 

Austin Graves didn’t start last season, 
but saw plenty of action and is a strong 
candidate to start at nose guard. 

Despite no returning starters at 
linebacker, the Bengals feel they have a 
talented young linebacker corps with Mitch 
Beckstead, Demetrius Allen and Trevor 
Spence, All are sophomores but have 
earned praise from the coaching staff. 
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HOW THEY PASS = 
While one-dimensional in its approach, Idaho State’s offense was able to 
find success with its passing game. The Bengals averaged 300.6 yards per 
game through the air, ranking ninth among all FCS programs, and they led 
the nation with 568 pass attempts. 

Quarterback = YOS¥ was responsible for much of Idaho State’s production, 
completing 300-of-493 pass attempts (60.9 percent) for 2,973 yards and 15 touchdowns 
with 12 interceptions. The 6-foot-1, 195-pounder set a program record for pass 
completions in a season and finished sixth in single-season passing yards. 

How reliant was Idaho State on its aerial attack? Yost had 68 pass attempts and 
a school-record 47 completions for 508 yards (third most in school history) against 
Northern Colorado. He showed he could also be productive against BCS-conference 
competition, completing 32-of-45 pass attempts for 386 yards against Washington State, 
finishing with a quarterback efficiency rating of 116.7. 

Yost’s top weapon was wide receiver Rodrick Rumble, who set an Idaho State single- 
season record with 112 receptions for 1,348 yards. Rumble twice had 14-catch games 
and his 218 receiving yards against Washington State was the third-best single-game 
performance in Bengals’ history. 

Rumble should get some help this season as Cameron Richmond is slated to return, 
The talented receiver had a 52-yard touchdown reception against Washington State but 
suffered a broken ankle in the game and missed the remainder of the season. 


BOTTOM LINE ee ————=s 

ew, The Big Sky expands from Force and Nebraska. That fact won’t make 
a nine-team football league it any easier for second-year coach Mike 

; to a 13-team conference in Kramer as he attempts to turn around a 
2012 with the addition of 


program that has a record of 8-48 over the 
UC Davis, Cal Poly, North Dakota and past five seasons. 
Southern Utah. That adds depth to an Further complicating the turnaround, 
already salty conference that has sent a 


Idaho State lost 2.98 scholarships and 
team to the FCS championship game had practice-time reduction last season 
three of the past four seasons. 


because of poor Academic Progress 
Idaho State will certainly be tested in Rates. As a result, Kramer hired an 
its non-conference schedule, taking on 


academic assistant rather than an on-field 
Football Bowl Subdivision programs Air coach a year ago. 


PHOTOS COURTESY IDAHO STATE ATHLETICS 


ASIN 


Head coach: 
Idaho State was 
2-9 in its first 
season under 
Mike Kramer (2nd 
, season). However, 
the Bengals are optimistic after 
showing signs of improvement, 
particularly on the offensive side 
of the football. Kramer is one of 
five coaches in Big Sky history to 
be named conference coach of the 
year three times — twice while at 
Montana State and once at Eastern 
Washington. He ranks fourth in Big 
Sky history with 79 career wins. 


2011 FINAL RANKING 


Not ranked 

2012 SCHEDULE 

9/1 at Air Force 

9/8 Black Hills State 
9/22 at Nebraska 

9/29 Sacramento State 


10/6 at Portland State 
10/13 UC Davis 

10/20 Northern Colorado 
10/27 at Montana 

11/3 Northern Arizona 
11/10 Cal Poly 

11/17 Weber St. 


2011 RESULTS 

9/3 Washington State —_L, 64-21 
9/10 Western State W, 44-7 
9/17 Northern Colorado W, 50-20 
9/24 Northern Arizona L, 20-3 


10/1 Portland State L, 42-35 
10/8 Montana L, 33-0 
10/15 Weber State L, 39-12 
10/22 BYU L, 56-3 
10/29 Montana State L, 54-13 


11/12 Sacramento State L, 24-9 
11/19 Eastern Washington _L, 45-14 


RETURNING STARTERS 
(9 offense, 3 defense) 


Offense: WR Rodrick Rumble, 

WR Derek Graves, QB Kevin Yost, 

OL Erik Jacobson, OL Mark Clampitt, 
OL Nick Beckman, OL Jim Bagley, 
TE Josh Hill, RB Aaron Prier 


Defense: DT James Bergren, DE 
Jake Rouser, S Tanner Davis 


Specialists: None 
All-Time Series: First meeting 


Worth Noting: Nebraska's matchup 
with the Bengals will be the first- 
ever between the two schools. The 
game will mark the second time 

in three seasons that Nebraska 

has faced a team from Idaho after 
taking on Idaho in 2010 at Lincoln's 
Memorial Stadium. 


Last FCS Playoffs Appearance: 
1983, won title in 1981 


Last Big Sky Conference 
Championship: 2002 


QB Kevin Yost 


Yost set the Idaho State single-season record for pass completions last season 


with 300 and ranks second on the single-season charts for pass attempts (493) 
and sixth in passing yards (2,973). The junior passed for 386 yards last season in 


a 64-21 loss at Washington State. 


WR Rodrick Rumble : : 

As Yost's top target, Rumble set the Bengals’ program 
record for single-season receptions with 112 and 
finished second in single-season receiving yards with 
1,348. The 6-2, 200-pound junior had a season-high 14 
receptions in games against Northern Colorado and 
Weber State, earning first-team All-Big Sky Conference 
recognition for his efforts. 


DE Jake Rouser 


Rouser played in all 11 games for Idaho State 

last season, recording 51 tackles with 32 of them 
unassisted. The 6-3, 225-pound junior led the Bengals 
in tackles for loss (9.5) and sacks (3.5). He also had two 
forced fumbles, broke up two passes and led the team 
in quarterback hurries with six. 
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FROMTHE _ . | : 


Florida's “Fun and 
Gun” offense was — 
hardly fun for 
quarterback Danny 
Wuerffel in the 1996 
Fiesta Bowl game. The 
Blackshirts sacked him 
seven times, including 
twice by linebacker 
Terrell Farley (No. 

43), ajunior from 
Columbus, Ga., by 
way of Independence 
(Kan.) Community 
College, in Nebraska's 
62-24 victory. Farley 
led the Huskers with 
eight tackles. He also 
had two quarterback 
hurries, as the defense 
harassed Wuerffel 
from the opening 
kickoff. Wuerffel, who 
finished third in voting 
for the 1995 Heisman 
Trophy (behind Ohio 
State's Eddie George 
and Nebraska’s 
Tommie Frazier), set 
an NCAA record for 
pass efficiency rating 
that season, throwing 
for 3,255 yards and 

35 touchdowns. 
Against the Huskers, 
he completed 17- 
of-31 passes for 

255 yards and one 
touchdown, with 
three interceptions. 
Nebraska's run 
defense, which ranked 
second nationally, 
played a significant 
role in his problems. 
The Gators finished 
with a net of minus-28 
yards rushing. Even 
not counting the 
yards lost by sacks, 
Florida averaged 

less than 1 yard per ven - 3 
carry. Wuerffel had i 7 a 
no choice butto pass. fF = 
And it wasn’t much 
| fun. 


Brine 


| 
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GAMESREMEMBERED 


Quarterback Controversy 


Battle for starting job as top signal-caller comes 
to a head between Newcombe, Crouch 


NEBRASKA DEFENSIVE 
tackle Loran Kaiser 

was asked his opinion 
regarding the Huskers’ 
quarterback situation 
following the lopsided, 
season-opening victory 
against Iowa. 

So was Nebraska I-back 
Dan Alexander. 

In fact, just about 
every Husker interviewed 
afterward, regardless of 
position, was asked about 
the quarterbacks — or the 
quarterback “controversy,” 
in reporter terminology. 

Junior Bobby 
Newcombe started 
the game, ahead of 
sophomore Eric Crouch, 
who lined up at flanker 
the first time in the game 
and blocked for I-back 
DeAngelo Evans on the 
play. 

On the Monday before 
the game, Frank Solich 
had skipped the Big 12 
coaches’ teleconference 
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as well as a speaking 
engagement and driven 

to Omaha to talk with 
Crouch, who had returned 
home after learning that 


: he wouldn't be starting in 


Iowa City. Crouch “never 
did . . . tell me he was 
quitting or transferring,” 
Solich said the next day 
at the beginning of his 
weekly news conference. 
Newcombe started 
again the next week 
against California at 
Memorial Stadium, a 
45-0 victory in which 
Crouch rushed for two 
touchdowns, caught a 60- 
yard touchdown pass from 
Newcombe and threw a 
70-yard touchdown pass to 
tight end Tracey Wistrom. 
The week after that, 
Newcombe moved to wide 
receiver for the good of the 
team; Crouch became the 
starting quarterback, and 
the rest is Husker Heisman 
history. 


Nebraska travels to 
Iowa City on Noy. 23 
for the final regular- 
season game in 2012, 
the Huskers’ first visit to 
Kinnick Stadium since 
1999. Barring injury, there 
will be no quarterback 
“controversy.” 

Despite the intervening 
years, a pattern has 
developed. 

The Huskers also had a 
quarterback “controversy” 
involving Mark Mauer 
and Nate Mason in 1981, 
when they opened with 
a 10-7 loss at Iowa City, 
the next-to-last-time they 
played there. 


COACH FRANK SOLICH: 
“T’m not going to get 

into every practice, every 
game, who’s our starting 
quarterback. We'll let you 
know when we make a 
quarterback, an I-back 
change, or really any 
position change.” 


NEBRASKA 42, 
IOWA 7 
Sept. 4, 1999 « at lowa City, lowa 


Nebraska 0 7. “144, 21 
lowa 0 0 0 7 - 


(N) Eric Crouch 28 run Josh Brown kick) 
(N) Sean Applegate 47-pass Bobby 
Newcombe (Brown kick) 

(N) Newcombe 1 run (Brown kick) 

(N) Newcombe 5 run (Brown kick) 

(N) Crouch 6 run (Brown kick) 

(N) Crouch 21 run (Brown kick) 

())} | Tim Dodge 10 run blocked punt (Tim 
Douglas kick) 

Attendance: 70,397 


[= 
DO YOU REMEMBER? 

» Newcombe started two more 
games as a receiver and returned 
punts, along with Joe Walker and 
Keyuo Craver. Newcombe finished 
second on the team in receptions 
with 19 for 238 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

» Alexander led the Huskers in 
rushing with 95 yards, followed by 
Crouch with 92 yards (on only five 
carries) and Evans with 69 yards (on 
13 carries). 

>» Evans, a junior who rushed for 
776 yards and 14 touchdowns as a 
true freshman in 1996, would carry 
five times against California the next 
week and then transfer to Emporia 
State. He missed all of his second 
season and most of his third with 
injuries. 

>» An estimated 10,000 Husker fans 
were among those in the capacity 
crowd at Kinnick Stadium, where 
ticket scalping was allowed. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
5. Wears No. 3 (offense) 

. Ameer Abdullah's home state 

. Defensive coordinator 

. Wears No. 96 

. Head strength coach 

. Side of Memorial Stadium undergoing 
expansion 

. Number of ex-Huskers selected in 2012 
NFL Draft 

. NU defensive lineman selected in 2012 
NFL Draft 

. 2014 non-conference opponent 

. Leading receiver in 2011 

. NU fullback who started career at Alabama 

. Recruiting coordinator 

. NUoffensive lineman selected in 2012 NFL Draft 

. Head coach in 1961 

. NU defensive lineman named to Lott IMPACT 
Trophy Watch List 

. Rex Burkhead’s home state 

. Defensive line coach 


= 
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DOWN 

. Wears No. 3 (defense) 

. NUdefensive back selected in 2012 NFL Draft 

. Result of Spring Game 

. First Husker selected in 2012 NFL Draft 

. Wears No. 6 (offense) 

. Cameron Meredith's home state 

. 2011 Nebraska Football Hall of Fame 
inductee 

. Opponent in 2012 season-opener 

. Wears No. 6 (defense) 

. Ex-Husker named winner of 2012 Bronko 
Nagurski Legends Award 

. 2013 non-conference opponent 

. Ex-Husker running back who transferred 
toTCU 

. NU's second Heisman Trophy winner 

. 1994 Outland Trophy winner 

. NU's division of Big 10 Conference 

. 2012 non-conference road opponent 
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Answers will appear in the August issue 
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BRAIN BUSTER 
Nebraska has had five football 
\ lettermen from Canada, including 
| three scholarship players. The most 
recent to earn a letter was place-kicker 
j Sandro DeAngelis (2001-03-04) from 
F Niagara Falls, Ontario. How many of the 
other four Canadian Cornhuskers can you 
name? 
Answer will appear in our next issue 


APRIL/MAY ANSWER: Broderick Thomas 
(1986), including three against Colorado 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


Where does Pelini rate? 


IT’S THE SORT OF THING that fires up 
football fans in the off-season, and draws 
hits on a website, which is the goal, of 
course. In early May, the Sporting News 
ranked Big Ten football coaches. 

And Bo Pelini was in the middle of the 
pack, at No. 6. 

“No one confused Pelini with Tom 
Osborne when he was hired, and no 
one confuses them now,” wrote Steve 
Greenberg in the “Trending” section, 
which rated Pelini “Flat.” 

Pelini? Flat? That adjective just doesn’t 
work, regardless of the context. 

Ohio State's Urban Meyer was first 
on Greenberg's list, predictable enough, 
probably, even though Meyer's head 
coaching resume has yet to include a 
Buckeyes game, except as an Opponent. 

Apparently, Meyer already is being 
confused with Woody Hayes — and/or 
Jim Tressel. 

In any case, he was followed on the list 
by (in order): Wisconsin's Bret Bielema, 
Michigan State’s Mark Dantonio, 
Michigan's Brady Hoke and Jowa’s Kirk 
Ferentz, not to be confused with, say, 
Forest Evashevski or Hayden Fry. OK, 
enough of the not-to-be-confused-with 
stuff. 

But would you rather have Ferentz 
coaching the Huskers? 

Pelini’s ranking among Big Ten 


coaches in one national sports writer's 


opinion is worth little more than the 


discussion it elicits, as in the preceding 


few paragraphs. The opinions that 
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matter are Osborne’s, Chancellor Harvey 
Perlman’s, and by extension, those of 
Husker fans. 

The question is whether Pelini is the 
right coach for Nebraska, not whether 
he’s worse than Ferentz or better than 
Northwestern's Pat Fitzgerald (No. 7) or 
Penn State's Bill O’Brien (No. 8). 

And the answer is yes, most definitely, 
he’s the right coach. 

Pelini has turned the program back 
around, restored expectations to where 
they were when Osborne stepped aside 
after three national championships in his 
final four seasons. 

No, Nebraska hasn’t won a conference 
championship under Pelini, much less a 
national title, during his four seasons as 
head coach. But Osborne didn’t coach a 
team to a conference title outright until 
his ninth season, and he didn’t coach a 
national championship team until his 
22nd season. 

He did coach two teams that shared 
Big Eight titles during his first eight 
seasons, however, but with conference 
championship games nowadays there are 
no longer shared titles. 

And two Pelini-coached teams did 
play for Big 12 championships. 

In mid-April, when Arkansas 
dismissed Bobby Petrino, Pelini’s name 
was among those mentioned as a possible 
successor. Pelini called such rumors 
“kind of ludicrous,” 

More importantly to Husker fans, 
he said, following a spring practice, 


“T always say this is a destination job. 


It's not a stepping stone job. People 
throw names out there. At the end of 
the day, we're focused on trying to win 
a championship here. That's all I’m 
concerned with.” 

Pelini also said: “I’m here and I'm 
happy to be here.” 

The Razorbacks hired former 
Michigan State head coach John L. 
Smith on an interim basis. The Sporting 
News ranked the 63-year-old Smith 11th 
among 14 SEC coaches. 

Missouri coach Gary Pinkel was sixth, 
the same as Pelini. 

Matt Hayes of the Sporting News, 
who did the SEC rankings, also did the 
Big 12 rankings, which had Bill Snyder 
fourth, after Bob Stoops , Gary Patterson 
(yes, TCU) and Mike Gundy. 

Hayes wrote that the Big 12 had the 
best coaches of any conference. 

Athlon magazine also ranked Big Ten 
football coaches, before the Sporting 
News in fact, placing Pelini seventh, 
behind Meyer, Hoke, Dantonio, 
Fitzgerald, Bielema and Ferentz. 

These coach rankings are a hoot, right? 

So here’s Huskers Illustrated's own, 
obviously unbiased, ranking of Big Ten 
football coaches. 

First, Pelini. 

Trending: On the rise. No one 
confused him with Bill Callahan when 
he was hired, and no one confuses them 
now. 

Second-through-12th, all the rest. 


You can put ‘em wherever you want. N 
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Huskers Illustrated and Jacob North... 
both are Legends and Leaders. 


| 2012 Nebraska Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Time 
Sat, Sept. 1 Southern Miss TBA 
Sat, Sept. 15 Arkansas State TBA 
Sat, Sept. 22 Idaho State TBA 
Sat, Sept. 29 Wisconsin (HC) * 7 p.m. 


Sat, Oct. 27 Michigan * 


Sat, Nov. 10 Penn State * 
Sat, Nov. 17 Minnesota * 
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